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IATE is delighted to recognize
Scott Turow as the 2007 Illinois Author of the Year. Both a writer and a
lawyer, Turow is the author of seven
best-selling novels including his first,
Presumed Innocent (1987), which
was made into a major motion picture starring Harrison Ford. His most
Scott Turow continued on page 4

IATE Fall Conference 2007:
“The Company We Keep:
Celebrating 100 Years”
elizabeth kahn

A man is known by the books he reads, by the company
he keeps, by the praise he gives…by his tastes, by his
distastes, by the stories he tells…
—Ralph Waldo Emerson
As English/language arts teachers, we are united
by the company we keep—the literature we cherish, the
writers we read and reread, the mentors who inspire us,
the students we nurture, the values we share. At IATE’s
centennial, we celebrate the company we have kept for
the past one hundred years and the company with which
we will build the next century.
Conference Overview
IATE’s one-hundredth anniversary conference
will feature over fifty sessions and workshops on Friday
(October 12) and Saturday (October 13). Session strands
include writing, literature, reading, technology, assessment, pedagogy, and professional development.
Are you interested in increasing the achievement
of your struggling readers? Finding new ways to use
technology to motivate learning? Helping students write
effective essays for the ACT writing exam? Learning
strategies for facilitating effective discussions? Exploring new ways to approach the research paper? Check
out the variety of sessions that address these and many
other issues important to English/language arts teachers
across the state.
Fall Conference continued on page 2
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The annual Student and Beginning Teachers’
Seminar will be held on Friday afternoon. This seminar provides a forum for student and novice teachers
to share experiences, discuss concerns, and compare
approaches. Experienced teachers are also welcome
to join the conversation! In addition to the variety of
presentations, book exhibits will be featured throughout
the day on Friday.
Keynote Speaker
One of IATE’s favorites, Robert Probst, will be the
centennial keynote speaker. Probst is a former middle
and senior high school English teacher. Much of his
career was as professor at Georgia State University,
working with both practicing and prospective English
and language arts teachers. He is now at the Center for
Urban Education and Innovation at Florida International
University, where he continues to focus on the teaching of reading and literature. His latest publication is
Adolescent Literacy: Turning Promise into Practice
(2007). Probst’s focus is on “awakening readers’ interest in books, engaging students in productive discussion
of literature, encouraging writing about literature, and
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improving the young readers’ ability to deal with both
informative and imaginative texts.” His address is sure
to be thought-provoking and inspiring.
Featured Speaker
At the brunch on Saturday, you will have the opportunity to hear our featured speaker, Vera Wallace. Wallace
recently retired as an English teacher and department
chair at Marie Sklodowska Curie Metro High School in
Chicago. She is the author of “Administrative Direction
in Schools of Contrasting Economic Status: Two Cases”
in The Testing Trap: How State Writing Assessments
Control Learning (2002) by George Hillocks, Jr. and has
presented sessions at NCTE and IATE.
Idea Exchange
The conference will once again feature an Idea
Exchange, an opportunity for you to share your best
classroom activities with others who are looking for
ideas to revitalize their teaching. When you come to the
conference, bring two to three dozen copies of an effective lesson or unit plan that you’re willing to share. Drop
them off at the Idea Exchange table and help yourself
to copies of other teachers’ lessons and units. If you’re
retiring or recently retired and have classroom materials
you’d like to give away to a new teacher, bring them to
the conference. If you’re a new teacher looking for materials you can use in your classroom, here’s your chance
to benefit from the generosity of your colleagues.
District Meetings
The fall conference provides a great opportunity
for networking! We’ve set aside time on Friday afternoon (4:30–5:15) for district leaders to host short gettogethers for IATE members in their districts. Here’s
a chance to meet your district leader (if you haven’t
already) and get to know other teachers in your IATE
district. Share your ideas about the ways IATE can enhance your professional life!
Conference After Hours
After the sessions end, the real fun begins! You
won’t want to miss the Friday luncheon with our 2007
Illinois Author of the Year, Scott Turow. On Friday night,
plan to enjoy the social hour, banquet, and entertainment
by slam poet George David Miller. Miller has presented
over five hundred workshops and performances to
ten thousand K–college students at over one hundred
different venues in Illinois and beyond. His goal is to
get people excited about poetry, and he does! Even
Fall Conference continued on page 4
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President’s Message
larry r. johannessen

I can distinctly remember key
parts of the first two Illinois Association of Teachers of English annual fall
conferences that I attended back in
1977 and 1978. I remember being a
struggling, though enthusiastic, beginning teacher. I distinctly remember
coming to the conferences primarily
because of my interest in the Illinois Author of the Year,
Richard Peck in 1977 and Gwendolyn Brooks in 1978. I
also had a vague hope for something more. I do not recall
who the keynote or featured speakers were, or even if I
went to hear them speak. I don’t remember who or what
the entertainment was at the annual banquet. Although I
am certain I attended sessions at the conference (I always
do), I do not recall any that I did attend or what I may
have learned. What I remember most is how frail Brooks
seemed as she took the podium to receive her Illinois Author of the Year Award at the banquet and how powerful
her words were when she read some of her poems.
I also remember the people, the English/language
arts educators from across the state that I met and talked
to at the conference. Some of the people I met those
first two years I still count among my best friends and
colleagues. Some have retired, and some, like Brooks,
have passed away. That vague something I was seeking at
those first two conferences turned out to be the sustaining
force of my more than thirty years in the profession: the
company I keep, and that is the theme of this year’s annual conference, the one-hundredth anniversary of IATE,
“The Company We Keep: Celebrating 100 Years.”
Since those first two conferences, I have rarely
missed an opportunity to attend an IATE annual conference. The conference provides an opportunity to reconnect with the wonderful company I have been fortunate
enough to have kept these many years and to meet and
talk with new people in the Illinois English/language arts
community. And this year promises to be very special.
There are numerous special events planned for
the conference. For example, George Shea, Jr. and Ken
Holmes, both longtime members of IATE, have been
researching and writing about the history of the presidents of IATE over the past one hundred years, beginning
with the organization’s first president, Edward Chauncey
Baldwin, who was a professor of seventeenth-century lit-

erature at the University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign.
Professor Baldwin and others actually created the organization on November 22, 1907. What is really important
about what happened on that day in November is that
Baldwin and others recognized the need for an organization that would serve the interests of English/language
arts teachers, and today IATE is still serving the needs of
English/language arts educators across the state.
This year’s conference program chair, Elizabeth
Kahn, and the program committee, along with the local
arrangements chair, Amy Lucas, met in April to plan a
very special and exciting conference to celebrate IATE’s
first one hundred years. I invite and encourage you to
make plans now to attend the conference at the historic
Hotel Père Marquette in Peoria, on October 12 and13.
One thing that makes this year’s conference special is
that we will be honoring Scott Turow as the Illinois Author of the Year. In addition, Kahn has planned a very
exciting lineup of keynote and featured speakers. We are
pleased to welcome Dr. Robert Probst, senior author of
Holt, Rinehart, and Winston’s Elements of Literature
series (2003), author of Response and Analysis: Teaching Literature in Secondary School, second edition, and
Research Fellow at the Center for Urban Education and
Innovation at Florida International University. Probst is
an internationally recognized expert on teaching reading
and literature, and he is an inspirational speaker. Probst
has been our keynote speaker in the past, because he is
first and foremost a teacher. You will be sure to find him
sitting in on sessions and participating in the various
activities at the conference. He loves nothing better than
talking about how we can best help young people learn
to read, write, speak, and think, so don’t be surprised if
you see him somewhere in the hotel engaged in discussion with conference participants about some aspect of
teaching English/language arts. You won’t want to miss
Probst’s address on Friday at the opening general session. In addition, the featured speaker for the Saturday
brunch is Vera Wallace, the former English Department
chair at Marie Sklodowska Curie Metro High School in
Chicago, who will be speaking about effective strategies
for teaching narrative writing.
In planning the special centennial theme of this
year’s annual conference, Conference Chair Elizabeth
Kahn encourages us to celebrate “The Company We
Keep.” She has put together a conference that offers an
impressive array of sessions, speakers, workshops, and
special events that will foster our growth as professional
President’s Message continued on page 6
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Proposed Slate
of Officers for 2007–08
The Nominating Committee of the IATE Executive
Council is recommending that the membership approve
the following slate of officers at its 2007 annual meeting.
The annual meeting will be held at 9:30 a.m. on Friday,
October 12, in the Cotillion Ballroom of the Père Marquette Hotel in Peoria, Illinois.
President: Jean Black
1st Vice Presient: Elizabeth Kahn
2nd Vice President: Deborah Will
Secretary: Richard Pommier
Treasurer: Herb Ramlose
Members of this year’s nominating committee
were Committee Chair and Immediate Past President
Claire Lamonica and Brian Conant, representing the
central part of the state; Past President Teri Knight and
Jean Wallace, representing the northern part of the state;
and Mary Phillip and Michelle Beck, representing the
southern part of the state. q

Scott Turow continued from page 1

recent novel is Ordinary Heroes (2005). Turow’s short
work, Limitations, was published as a paperback original
in November 2006 by Picador following its serialization
in the New York Times Magazine.
Turow’s knowledge of law and human nature proves
to be a powerful source for outstanding plot lines, believable characters, and great stories all around. He also has
written two nonfiction books: One L (1977), about his
experience as a law student, and Ultimate Punishment
(2003), a reflection on capital punishment. Other books
by Turow include: Reversible Errors (2002), Personal
Injuries (1999), The Laws of Our Fathers (1996), Pleading Guilty (1993), and The Burden of Proof (1990).
Turow has been a partner in the Chicago office of
Sonnenschein, Nath, and Rosenthal, since 1986, concentrating on white-collar criminal defense while also
devoting a substantial part of his time to pro bono work.
He has served on a number of public bodies, including an
appointment to former Governor George Ryan’s Illinois
Commission on Capital Punishment. He is currently a
member of the Illinois Executive Ethics Commission,
which regulates executive branch employees. Turow is


also past president of the Authors Guild and is currently
a trustee of Amherst College.
Turow’s avid commitment to law is reflected in his
writing, and IATE members are fortunate to be able to
look forward to his speech, book sale, and book signing
at the 2007 fall conference in Peoria.
Work Cited
Some of this information and more can be found on
Turow’s Web site: http://www.scottturow.com. q

Fall Conference continued from page 2

rambunctious ninth-grade boys, a tough audience to
please, say, “He’s awesome!” After the banquet, join
the party at the President’s Reception, our own Beatnik
Café. All the cool cats will be there!
Conference Hotel
The Hotel Père Marquette is the perfect venue for
celebrating IATE’s one-hundredth anniversary. Listed
on the National Register of Historic Places, this elegant
hotel has charmed travelers since 1927. It has hosted
presidents, heads of state, international dignitaries,
and celebrities. Among its amenities are 287 spacious,
newly remodeled guestrooms, a fitness center, and a
classic lobby lounge. Enjoy the luxuries of an upscale
hotel, including a complimentary breakfast buffet.
Plan to spend at least one night taking advantage of the
great conference rate, and you’ll not only be pampering
yourself but supporting IATE as well. Filling our block
of rooms helps keep conference costs down…and don’t
forget to save the receipt for your taxes. Your stay at the
Hotel Père Marquette is a professional expense. (Consult
your tax adviser for specifics, of course.)
CPDUs
Once again this year, teachers needing Continuing
Professional Development Units can verify their conference attendance by collecting signatures on the CPDU
signature form in their registration packets. The IATE is
an approved CPDU provider, and the fall conference is a
great way to earn a number of units in just two days.
Register NOW!
IATE’s one-hundredth anniversary conference will
be a professional experience you won’t want to miss. So
take a few minutes to fill out the registration form in this
newsletter and mail it today. Join us as we celebrate the
company we keep! q
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Executive Secretary’s Message
janice neuleib

Conference
Please do join us once again
in Peoria at the Père Marquette on
October 12 and 13, 2007, when
Elizabeth Kahn will serve as
program chair for another exciting fall conference. This conference will be our one-hundredthanniversary celebration. This issue
of the Newsletter introduces you to the exciting events
of the conference, giving an overview of the speakers
and special activities for year one hundred.
The following year, 2008, we will be back north
at the Oakbrook Marriott. Mark your calendars for that
exciting event. We have contracted with the Clocktower
Inn in Rockford for 2009 and 2010. The resort offers
easy access for travelers and many pleasant activities
for visitors.
Looking ahead even further, the Executive Council
is already planning for IATE’s involvement in the 2011
NCTE Conference, which will be held in Chicago to
marak the one-hundredth anniversary of that organization.
Web Site Update
If you have not seen the new and improved IATE
Web site, please view it at http://www.iateonline.org. The
Illinois State University College of Arts and Sciences
Lab for Integrated Learning and Technology created
the new Web site this year. Associate Department Chair
Jim Kalmbach, professor of technical writing, lead in
this Web site redevelopment and continues to help us
with Web site maintenance. And Martha Frieburg, in the
IATE office, will make any updates we need. If you have
comments or suggestions, you can send them to her at
mrfrieb@ilstu.edu.
CITE, Conference for Illinois Teachers of English
SAVE THE DATE, Friday, April 11, 2008.
Illinois English Bulletin
Ron Fortune and I have finished editing the onehundredth-anniversary Illinois English Bulletin. This
issue contains the history of past presidents of IATE put
together by Ken Holmes and George Shea. The material
is a treat to read, and the level of research is most impressive. We look forward putting together the essays from

our one-hundredth anniversary conference as well. If you
are presenting at this year’s conference, please consider
submitting an article based on your presentation. See
page twenty-nine for details.q

Happy Twentieth Birthday
Rebecca Caudill Young Readers’
Book Award
donna blackall

So B. It: A Novel by Sarah Weeks became the twentieth recipient of the Rebecca Caudill Young Readers’
Book Award last spring. The 2007 winner was announced on March 16 at Connections: Twenty-seventh
Annual Children’s Literature Conference at Northern
Illinois University. Participating students in grades four
through eight from all over Illinois cast their votes for
the book they considered the best of the twenty nominated titles.
IATE was instrumental in the creation of the Caudill
award. Its namesake, Rebecca Caudill, wrote numerous
books for young readers including Tree of Freedom
(1949), a Newberry Honor Book, and was honored in
1972 as IATE’s Illinois Author of the Year. Together
with the Illinois Reading Council and the Illinois School
Library Media Association, IATE helps to insure that
the Rebecca Caudill Young Readers’ Book Award can
continue its contributions to reading excellence.
A brochure listing the 2008 master list of books and
all the information necessary to participate in next year’s
award selection has been mailed to all IATE members.
Teachers and librarians are reminded to register early to
insure that materials will be in hand for the start of the
2007–08 school year.
Be sure to check your IATE fall conference
program for a session featuring the books of Rebecca
Caudill Young Readers’ Book Award and the Abraham
Lincoln Illinois High School Book Award, the Illinois
high school students’ choice book award. Book talks
and teaching suggestions as well as contest details will
be presented.
For more information about the Rebecca Caudill
Young Readers’ Book Award including a list of all previous award-winning titles go to http://www.rcyrba.org.
For information about the Lincoln Award, go to http://
www.islma.org and click on Grants/Awards. q
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educators. As you peruse the conference schedule in this
Newsletter, you will see just how many excellent and
exciting program selections there are. You may even
have a difficult time choosing among sessions. I want
to thank Elizabeth Kahn, Amy Lucas, and the planning committee for preparing such an inspirational and
thought-provoking program that highlights at every turn
the one-hundredth anniversary of the organization.
The conference offers something for everyone.
It will provide time for districts to meet on Friday
afternoon. Back by popular demand is the lesson plan
exchange. Members are encouraged to bring two dozen
or so copies of a lesson or unit plan; in exchange they
receive copies of other participants’ lesson plans. In addition, our most popular and well-attended session, the
Student and Beginning Teachers’ Seminar, will once
again be offered on Friday from 3:30–5:00 p.m. You certainly won’t want to miss the Friday luncheon which will
feature Scott Turow, author of seven best-selling novels.
In addition, make sure you attend the annual banquet
Friday evening that is always a gala event of good food
and good friends, and this year will feature entertainment
by slam poet George Miller. The President’s Reception
from 8:45–11:00 p.m. will be something special as well.
I am told that we will be transported back in time to The
Beatnik Café. Who knows who might show up? I know I
plan to bring my copies of Jack Kerouac’s On the Road,
Allen Ginsberg’s Howl, and Lawrence Ferlinghetti’s A
Coney Island of the Mind just in case.
If you haven’t attended a fall conference before,
please consider making “The Company We Keep: Celebrating 100 Years” your first. Those who have attended
for many years know how rewarding this experience will
be. It is a time of renewal and a reminder to all of us the
importance of the work that we do. I look forward to
seeing you on October 12 and 13 in program sessions,
in the halls, at the meal functions, and at the receptions.
So don’t delay. Turn to the back of the newsletter and
complete your conference registration form today. Send
it in now—before October doldrums convince you that
you can’t spare the time. Meanwhile, I hope you have a
wonderful beginning to the school year.
If you have some vague hope of finding something
at the conference that you can’t quite articulate as I did
more than thirty years ago, I especially encourage you
to come. I know you will find it at the IATE annual fall
conference. Join us in Peoria and enjoy the wonderful
company we keep, our fellow English/language arts


teachers, and join us in creating the “The Company We
Will Keep” for the next one hundred years. q

IATE Districts Unite
to Serve You Better
sandy flannigan

As the 2007 school year begins, several neighboring districts will join together to provide programs of
interest to members. These are just a few of the exciting opportunities that will be available. Look for more
details from your district leader by mail or on the Web
at http://www.iateonline.org.
Central District and Illinois Valley District
Brian Conant and Michelle Ryan (Central District)
along with Amy Lucas (Illinois Valley District) have
designated Saturday, September 22, 2007, as a reading
renewal day and a joint meeting of their two districts.
Robert Probst, author of Response and Analysis: Teaching Literature in Secondary School, will serve as the
key presenter for this day of workshops and breakout
sessions, entitled “Crafting Better Reading, Talking, and
Thinking: A Reading Workshop.” Lucas notes, “We are
really excited to be doing this, and we feel it is another
example of what can be accomplished for members of our
profession when we come together within an organization like IATE.” Lucas, Conant, and Ryan all said they
would like to make this event an annual one. To learn
more about the Illinois Valley District, give Lucas a call
at 309-463-2095 or e-mail her at alucas@midland-7.org.
Conant may be reached at 309-438-2828 or at btconan@
ilstu.edu and Ryan at 217-732-4131 or mryan@roe38.
k12.il.us for information on the Central District.
Calumet Valley, Northeastern, and Illinois Valley
Districts
Calumet Valley District Leader Norm Boyer has
selected early November for a joint gathering of the
Calumet Valley, Northeastern, and Illinois Valley districts. The three districts will meet at St. Xavier University campus in Orland Park, where both beginning
and experienced teachers will have a chance to network
and cooperatively plan lessons for immediate classroom
use. Participants will realize once again that some of the
best ideas come from colleagues who share their “best
Districts Unite continued on page 7
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practices.” To learn more about this meeting and other
offerings, contact Boyer (boyer@sxu.edu) about Calumet
Valley, Sandy Flannigan (sandra.flannigan@sbcglobal.
net) about Northeastern, or Amy Lucas (alucas@midland-7.org) about Illinois Valley.
Northeastern and Rock River Districts
The Northeastern District has invited Rock River
members to join them in mid-September for a murder
mystery game followed by a discussion of how the game
can be used as a learning tool. Discussion will include
how mystery games can be used to teach critical thinking
in journalism, creative writing, and psychology classes
as well as how they can be included in problem-solving
units for any class. For future district offerings, contact
Northeastern District Leader Sandy Flannigan (630-2328482) or Rock River District Leader Mary Lou Flemal
(815-750-2233 or mlflemal@tbc.net.)
For more information about these and other district
events, visit the IATE Web site at http://www.iateonline.
org and click on the “District Meetings” link under “District News” on the menu.
Want to Get Involved?
Find out how you can become involved in a district
near you. As teachers face the constant demands of No
Child Left Behind, state standards, state tests, and other
challenges, we need the networking that district meetings
can provide. If you don’t have a district leader, contact
District Leaders Coordinator Sandy Flannigan at 630232-8482 or sandra.flannigan@sbcglobal.net, and she
will help you.
District Leaders!
Publicize your events for free by posting pertinent
event information on the IATE Web site. Send your information to Martha Frieburg at mrfrieb@ilstu.edu, and
she’ll do the rest! q

The “Other” Literature: Bringing
Nonfiction Texts into Our Classrooms
jim meyer

I can date fairly precisely the time when I became
more interested in focusing on nonfiction texts in my
English classroom. It was 2003, and the journal Ameri-

can Educator focused on issues of reading and reading
achievement. The article by Nell K. Duke, V. Susan
Bennett-Armistead, and Ebony M. Roberts, “Filling the
Great Void: Why We Should Bring Nonfiction into the
Early-Grade Classroom,” though not aimed at middle or
secondary teachers, was a wake-up call. All sorts of texts
were being excluded from my classroom, for no reason
other than I hadn’t thought to include them.
In a Dewey decimal library, the category “nonfiction” is quite broad. It includes folk tales, poetry, and
drama, as well as informational texts. For that reason
some writers prefer the term “informational text” as a
more accurate term, but for many nonfiction is the more
familiar term for the informational texts often neglected
in the English classroom.
Why Use More Nonfiction Texts?
As Duke et al. note—and as other researchers, from
Shirley Brice Heath to Michael W. Smith and Jeffrey D.
Wilhelm (you may remember Smith’s presentation at the
2003 IATE conference), have confirmed—many students
prefer informational texts to narratives. Recognizing and
valuing the reading that students choose to do, rather
than simply excoriating them for not reading the kinds of
texts that we think they should read, plays a crucial role
in building and maintaining student motivation.
In addition, students who are not particularly successful with narratives may be more successful with
informational texts. Allison, one of the teachers I’ve
worked with, tells the story of a student who was reading
three grade levels below her class:
I have watched her transform into a successful reader when she reads nonfiction. She
can skim the pages, read what is interesting
and understandable to her. She can pick up
a book and feel successful just like the other
students in my class. She can begin reading
and not have to worry about building upon
previously read information like she would
have to when reading fictional texts.
Finally, there are many practical reasons for including nonfiction texts in our classrooms. I realized
that, though I never saw my father read a novel, he read
a wealth of nonfiction texts. We subscribed to Prairie
Farmer, U.S. News and World Report, and National
Geographic—not to mention women’s magazines such
as Family Circle and several religious publications. In
fact, the reading that most adults do after leaving school
The “Other” Literature continued on page 8
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is primarily nonfiction. In addition, nonfiction is heavily
represented on standardized tests, and much secondary
school writing is informational. Clearly there are many
reasons for expanding our use of nonfiction texts.
Nonfiction Writing
The lack of nonfiction reading in English classes
is in marked contrast to nonfiction writing. High school
students regularly are assigned research papers, reports,
and factual essays—all nonfiction genres. Their unassigned writing—text messages, chat room conversations,
e-mails, notes—are also primarily nonfiction.
For years I’ve repeated the good advice that students learn to write by reading—that we need to provide
models as we assign certain texts. Yet as I looked at my
classroom, I was ashamed to admit that the overall reading picture was heavily weighted toward fiction. I did
try to provide sample texts for the writing assignments
I made, but the books in my classroom library—and the
books I talked about in my weekly book plugs—were
primarily fiction. I needed to include more nonfiction
texts in my classroom—in the reading that I assigned,
the books that I talked about, the writing assignments
that I made, the many ways I demonstrated what kinds
of texts I read, valued, and expected students to read
and value.
Ideas for Using Informational Texts
One of my first classroom experiences with nonfiction came during an interdisciplinary unit on the Iditarod.
One of my school’s science teachers had many classroom
activities based on the terrain, the weather, and the supplies needed for the famous cross-Alaska dogsled race.
I provided copies of several different texts about the
Iditarod—from the biography of Susan Butcher, a fourtime winner of the race, to a series of short stories about
the pilots of the Iditarod Air Force, to the personal narratives of Gary Paulsen, popular author of young adult
fiction who entered the race “in dangerous ignorance
and with fierce determination.” The students participated
in literature circles for this reading, and as the groups
finished their books, they prepared articles for the next
day’s newspaper.
Adding nonfiction texts to already existing units
can be a powerful way to expand the use of nonfiction.
One of my colleagues uses the journals of Lewis and
Clark in her American literature class. Sometimes a
fiction text and a nonfiction text can be paired—for instance, Laurie Halse Anderson’s historical fiction novel,


Fever 1793 (2000), and Jim Murphy’s nonfiction text, An
American Plague: The True and Terrifying Story of the
Yellow Fever (2003), both of which deal with the yellow
fever epidemic in Philadelphia in 1793.
Challenges in Using Informational Texts
Many of us, I think, feel fairly comfortable teaching a variety of written genres of nonfiction. In addition to reports, term papers, and essays, we may assign
newspaper articles, biographical sketches, and personal
narratives. However, many of us lack that level of confidence when it comes to teaching reading. In part this
is because there are so many genres of nonfiction and so
many ways to read it.
Allison’s student, for example, was using nonfiction
as a reference tool. She needed to find some facts about
her topic—and she was able to skim and read what was
interesting and important to her. The strategy of skimming is much more important in reading nonfiction than
in reading the standard works of literature—for those
we want students to pay close attention, to notice the
language, the details, the symbols.
Other skills needed for reading nonfiction include
using features such as an index, a glossary, and a table
of contents, features which are either not used in novels
or don’t serve the same purpose. (Even if chapter 10 of
a novel is titled, “Madame Chang,” readers aren’t likely
to start there simply because they want to find out about
her).
Perhaps the most significant difference between
fiction and nonfiction is in the use of pictures. Informational texts use pictures to support the text, to build on
it, to enhance it. Even a fairly narrative nonfiction book
such as An American Plague has fascinating illustrations
throughout each chapter—from reproductions of Philadelphia newspapers to portraits to lists of the dead.
Next Steps
There are many ways for us to reflect on our use of
nonfiction texts and then expand their role in our classrooms. We might simply begin to pay attention to awardwinning nonfiction—from the Pulitzer Prize winners
for history and general nonfiction to the National Book
Critics Circle award winners for biography and general
nonfiction to awards specifically for books published for
younger readers such as the NCTE Orbis Pictus Award
for Outstanding Nonfiction for Children and the ALA
Robert F. Sibert Informational Book Award. We might
consider ways to use other nonfiction texts or to pair
The “Other” Literature continued on page 9
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fiction and nonfiction. We might re-examine our writing
assignments to see if the nonfiction writing we assign is
supported by enough nonfiction reading—not just “find
two articles on your topic,” but genuine teaching. I am
certain, based on my own experience and on work with
dozens of teachers at all levels, that increased attention to
nonfiction texts will pay off in many ways, both expected
and unexpected, in our classrooms.
Works Consulted
Anderson, Laurie Halse. Fever 1793. New York: Simon,
2000.
Duke, Nell K., V. Susan Bennett-Armistead, and Ebony
M. Roberts. “Filling the Great Void: Why We Should
Bring Nonfiction into the Early-Grade Classroom.”
American Educator 27.1 (2003): 30–35.
Heath, Shirley Brice. Ways with Words: Language, Life,
and Work in Communities and Classrooms. Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 1983.
Murphy, Jim. An American Plague: The True and Terrifying Story of the Yellow Fever Epidemic of 1793.
New York: Clarion, 2003.
Smith, Michael W. and Jeffrey D. Wilhelm. “Reading
Don’t Fix No Chevys”: Literacy in the Lives of Young
Men. Portsmouth: Heinemann, 2002. q
Jim Meyer is a former middle school teacher and an
associate professor of English at Millikin University
in Decatur. He is also a member of IATE and the
IATE Speakers’ Bureau. If you would be interested
in inviting him to speak at an event, you can contact
him through the Speakers’ Bureau link on the IATE
Web site: http://www.iateonline.org.

Putting Instruction into Practice:
Confessions of a First-Year Teacher
Who Survived
lynette grisham

It’s been approximately fifteen months since I
finished student teaching and walked down that aisle a
tired, yet relieved graduate. At that point, I never again

wanted to hear Illinois State University’s famous phrase,
“A teacher candidate must…”
Now, however, I finally have time to do what my
professors consistently asked me to do during my teacher
education program: reflect upon my experiences. With
the first year of my initiation period behind me, I can
say that putting my educational theories into practice
has been a roller coaster ride. My experiences have made
me laugh, cry, and eat serious amounts of chocolate. I
am sure that as you read through just a few of them,
whether you are another first-year teacher who is joining me in saying, “Thank you, college professors,” or
an experienced teacher saying, “You poor, clueless girl,”
you will be able to relate. And is that not what we try to
teach readers to do?
The year started well. My English I class began
with a few weeks of grammar review. Nearly every day
I would plan an activity or game that I felt would help
the students actually comprehend the material. I was
not sure of the effectiveness of my approach until I had
the students write a reflection for extra credit describing
what they had learned in my class during the first five
weeks. I was overwhelmed by the number of students
who replied with something such as “I’ve never really
understood grammar before until this year, because Mrs.
Grisham makes it fun and because she teaches us why
we need to learn it.” I felt pretty proud of myself at that
moment.
As we moved into the study of literature, I did
exactly what I was taught in college and made grammar “contextual” as we worked through texts, using a
reader-response approach. I selected texts that followed
quarterly themes. For English I, I selected “Foundations,” “Journeys,” “Traditions,” and “Identity.” For
Basic English, I chose “Who I Am,” “What I Choose,”
“Where I’ll Go,” and “What I’ll Leave Behind.” For
each quarter, I created a different introductory activity
and made sure that all texts connected to the theme. The
students enjoyed the activities and were always eager to
integrate the quarter’s theme into their comments. As the
year went on, I felt as if my students were truly internalizing the concepts we had been exploring.
When my students attempted writing, I faced my
real challenge. They did not view writing as a process,
and they fought me to the death when I started speaking
of multiple drafts and peer response. It was a learning process for all of us. During the composition of a
Instruction into Practice continued on page 10
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multigenre research paper, one girl submitted a stunning
rough draft, then turned in only her outline and works
cited page for her final draft. Why? She had thrown her
rough draft away! She had no clue she had to keep it.
As I read through the other papers, I was both impressed
with the work I had seen and baffled by the fact that one
student had entitled his paper a “multigender” paper. This
is when I finally realized how different my approach to
instruction was when compared to my students’ previous teachers.
As the first year came to an end, I proudly reflected
on the fact that I had done what I set out to do: intro-

duce my students to literature and writing by putting
into practice the concepts I had learned throughout my
educational career. It was no easy task, and some days
I wasn’t sure just what had stuck in their minds, but I
will always know that I planted a seed in my students’
hearts and minds.
As daunting a task as it can be, I encourage all my
fellow teachers to take time to reflect upon their successes
and failures in the classroom. I also encourage you to
show appreciation to the other educators who continue to
inspire us each day. Thanks to them for their devotion.
Finally, to my fellow second-year teachers: we
survived! And to all the first-year teachers out there:
you will, too! q

First-Year Teacher Free Membership
Attention: First-Year English Teachers
IATE offers a free, one-year membership to all teachers who have not previously been members
of IATE. IATE membership entitles you to three issues of the Illinois English Bulletin and two issues
of the IATE Newsletter as well as convention information and district news. Stay current with trends
in our profession and gather tips for surviving and thriving during your first year in the classroom.
Please fill out the information below and return it to: IATE, Department of English, Campus Box

4240, Illinois State University, Normal, IL 61790-4240; E-mail: jneuleib@ilstu.edu

Name: _____________________________		

Grade levels taught: _____________

School: ________________________________________________________________
School street address: _____________________________________________________
City: __________________________		

Zip: _________		

County: __________

Home street address: _____________________________________________________
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City: __________________________		

Zip: _________			

Home phone: ___________________		

E-mail: ___________________________

Mailing preference (please circle one):

School		

Home
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Abbreviated Curriculum Vitae for
Deborah Althoff Will
(847) 625-0378 (home)
(847) 731-9475 (work)
willd@zbths.org
Academic Background
•
•
•
•

BA in English/Education from Eastern Illinois University, 1993
BA in Theater Arts from Eastern Illinois University, 1993
MS in Literary Studies from Utah State University, 2005
MS in Library and Information Science from the University of Wisconsin–Milwaukee, 2006

Association Memberships
•
•
•
•

National Council of Teachers of English
Illinois Association of Teachers of English
American Library Association
Illinois School Library Media Association

Teaching Experience
• Instructional Materials Center Coordinator, Zion-Benton Township High School, Zion, IL, 2000–present
• Coordinate library staff and activities for a high school district of approximately 2700 students
• Collaborate with teachers in all content areas to teach research and writing skills
• Facilitate reading programs and summer reading programs
• Graduate Instructor, Utah State University, Logan, UT, 1997-1998
• Taught English 1010 and 2010 courses (online and face-to-face)
• Composed the research component of the English 1010 competency test
• Tutored undergraduate students in USU’s Writing Center
•	English Teacher, Round Lake High School, Round Lake, IL, 1994-1995
• Taught sophomore and junior level English courses
• Sponsored the yearbook

Presentations and Papers
• Will, Deborah. “Building Partnerships for Student Success.” Midland Community School District 7. Varna,
•
•
•
•
•
•

IL, 2007.
Blackall, Donna and Deborah Will. “What’s New in Adolescent Literature.” CITE Conference. Bloomington, IL, 2007.
Will, Deborah. “Intellectual Freedom.” CITE Conference. Bloomington, IL, 2005.
Sherman de Cabrera, Genevieve and Deborah Will. “Using Technology to Prepare Students for Standardized Tests.” IATE Conference. Decatur, IL, 2005.
Burd, Jeff, Genevieve Sherman de Cabrera and Deborah Will. “Revitalize Your Research.” IATE Conference. Oakbook, IL, 2004.
Will, Deborah and Jeff Burd. “Controversial Content on the Page and the Stage: Seven Things to Know.”
SLATE Newsletter, 2004 <http://www.ncte.org/about/issues/slate/117627.htm>.
Lindblom, Kenneth and Deborah Will. “Teaching English in the World: What You Don’t Know Can Hurt
You.” English Journal. 93.5(2004): 100.
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IATE CONFERENCE 2007
The Company We Keep: Celebrating 100 Years
Illinois Association of Teachers of English
October 12–13, 2007
Hotel Père Marquette, Peoria, Illinois
REGISTRATION FORM
Name _________________________________________
School ____________________________
School Address _________________________________
City ______________________________
County _______________
Zip Code ____________
IATE District
Circle Level: Elementary
Jr. High/Middle School High School
College/University
Home Address __________________________________
City ______________________________
Zip Code ______________________________________
Preferred E-mail ____________________
Home Phone _____________ Address for IATE Mailings (circle one): HOME		
SCHOOL

REGISTRATION OPTIONS

Student Registration
___ Saturday Only (no meals)		
FREE
___ Friday & Saturday (no meals)
FREE
___ IATE membership (new)		
FREE
(Check here if not already a member.)
Please add these meals:
___ Friday luncheon (reduced rate)
$20.00
___ Friday banquet/entertainment
$40.00
___ Saturday brunch			
$35.00
Amount Enclosed__________
(Make check payable to IATE.)

IATE Member Registration
___ Saturday Only (brunch included)
$50.00
___ Friday & Saturday			
$110.00
(Friday dinner/entertainment & Saturday brunch
included)
___ IATE Membership Renewal $_____
(Regular=$25.00; Patron=$30.00; Retired=$5.00)
Please add:
___ Friday luncheon			
$25.00
___ Donation to 2007 student lunch fund $_____
Amount Enclosed__________
(Make check payable to IATE.)

First Year Teacher Registration
___ Saturday Only (brunch included)
$45.00
___ Friday & Saturday			
$105.00
(Friday dinner/entertainment & Saturday brunch
included)
___ IATE membership (new)		
FREE
(Check here if not already a member.)
Please add:
___ Friday luncheon 			
$25.00
___ Donation to 2007 student lunch fund $ ____
Amount Enclosed__________
(Make check payable to IATE.)
Non-Member Registration
___ Saturday Only (brunch included)
$80.00
___ Friday & Saturday			
$140.00
(Friday dinner/entertainment & Saturday brunch
included)
Please add:
___ Friday luncheon			
$50.00
___ Donation to 2007 student lunch fund $ ____
Amount Enclosed__________
(Make check payable to IATE.)

_____ Please check here if you prefer vegetarian meals.
• Registration forms are due by September 28, 2007. Send this form and your check payable to IATE to: IATE, Campus
Box 4240 English, ISU, Normal, IL 61790-4240. Questions? Phone: (309) 438-3957.
• There will be an additional $10.00 charge for on-site registration. Please, register now!
• We are unable to refund registration fees after September 28, 2007. Before that date, there will be a $25.00 service charge
for registration refunds.
• Reserve your room by calling the Hotel Père Marquette at (800) 447-1676 or (309) 637-6500 on or before September
24, 2007. Be sure to indicate that you are part of the IATE Conference so that you receive the conference rate—and
so IATE saves on conference costs. Complimentary hot breakfast with hotel room.
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IATE Fall Conference Schedule
October 11–13, 2007
Hotel Père Marquette, Peoria, Illinois
“The Company We Keep: Celebrating 100 Years”
Thursday, October 11
6:00 p.m.–7:00 p.m.
IATE Executive Council Dinner (LaSalle)
7:00 p.m.–9:00 p.m.
IATE Executive Council Meeting (LaSalle)
Friday, October 12
7:30 a.m.–5:00 p.m.
7:30 a.m.–9:30 a.m.
8:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.
8:00 a.m.–9:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.–9:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.–9:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.–10:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.–10:50 a.m.
10:50 a.m.–11:50 a.m.
12:00 p.m.–1:30 p.m.

8:45 p.m.–11:00 p.m.

Registration (outside of Marquette North)
Continental Breakfast (Marquette South)
Book Exhibits (Marquette South)
Breakout Session A
Workshop Session I
Book Exhibit Visitation (Marquette South)
Keynote Speaker, Bob Probst, and Annual Business Meeting (Cotillion)
Book Exhibit Visitation (Marquette South)
Breakout Session B
Luncheon: 2007 Illinois Author of the Year, Scott Turow, and Honorary Awards
(Cotillion)
Breakout Session C
Workshop Session II
Book Exhibit Visitation (Marquette South)
Breakout Session D
Student and Beginning Teachers’ Seminar (Cheminee)
Workshop Session III
IATE District Meetings (LaSalle)
Social Hour (Cotillion)
Annual Banquet and Evening Entertainment by Slam Poet George Miller
(Cotillion)
President’s Reception and Beatnik Café (LaSalle)

Saturday, October 13
7:30 a.m.–10:00 a.m.
7:30 a.m.–9:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.–9:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.–9:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.–9:30 a.m.
9:10 a.m.–10:00 a.m.
10:10 a.m.–11:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m.
1:00 p.m.

Registration (outside of Marquette North)
Coffee
District Leaders and Executive Committee Breakfast (LaSalle)
Breakout Session E
Workshop Session IV
Breakout Session F
Breakout Session G
President’s Brunch and Featured Speaker, Vera Wallace (Cotillion)
Executive Council Meeting (LaSalle)

1:45 p.m.–2:45 p.m.
1:45 p.m.–3:15 p.m.
2:45 p.m.–3:30 p.m.
3:30 p.m.–4:30 p.m.
3:30 p.m.–5:00 p.m.
3:30 p.m.–5:00 p.m.
4:30 p.m.–5:15 p.m.
5:30 p.m.–6:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.–8:30 p.m.
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IATE Fall Conference Program
“The Company We Keep:
Celebrating 100 Years”

Friday, October 12
8:00 a.m.–9:00 a.m.

Breakout Session A

Bradley
A1
Diane Munsch, St. Anne
Middle/			
Community High School
High School
“Everyday Heroes Help Build Community”
This presentation will share a unit plan that can be used
or adapted for both the middle school and high school
environment. This differentiated plan allows students
to discover everyday community heroes through reading, writing, reflecting, and, finally, taking a moment to
become an everyday hero themselves by designing and
executing a service project.
LaSalle		
A2
Meghan Adams, University
High School		
High School; Kathleen Malone
			
Clesson, University High
			
School
“You Don’t Need an iPod to Podcast, and Other
Myths about Podcasting in the English Classroom”
Curious about podcasting, but don’t know where to
start? This session will define podcasting and show you
resources to use as a novice podcaster. It will also take
you through examples of student podcasts that used
Audacity and will share student feedback regarding
the experience. The session will end by brainstorming
podcasting applications for your classroom!
Cheminee
A3
Jim Coventry, Plainfield High
High School		
School Central Campus
“Uncommon Sense: Inspiring Reluctant Learners to
Enjoy Reading”
Are you looking for some new ideas to help your most
reluctant learners enjoy reading? Would you like to see
your toughest classes behave beautifully? This session
will cover twenty easy strategies to help our neediest
students learn to enjoy reading.
Peoria		
A4
High School		
14

Erin Lindstrom, Palatine High
School

“Crime and Punishment: Effective Classroom
Management Strategies”
Increase teacher and student productivity by implementing a consistent and effective classroom management
plan. Strategies for managing all high school age groups
and ability levels will be presented with a focus on using reward systems and character building assignments
as tools to encourage appropriate behavior, improve
homework completion, and foster a positive community
in your class. Eliminate disruptive behavior and modify
maturity levels without raising your voice or punishing
the class as a whole. And, most importantly, learn how
to STOP discipline issues before they start.
Board		
A5
Byung-In Seo, Saginaw Valley
High School		
State University
“Opening the Dialogue between English Teachers and
Other Content Area Departments”
In many high schools, the role of improving students’ literacy skills has been relegated to the English department.
Many English teachers feel that content-area teachers
choose not to teach literacy skills to their students. The
reality is that content-area teachers understand the value
of teaching literacy skills to their students, but many feel
they do not have the tools to teach these skills effectively.
This presentation will discuss ways English teachers can
begin an open dialogue with content-area teachers about
teaching literacy skills.
Blackhawk
A6
Rob Chambers, The Second
Elem/Middle/		
City Training Center and
High School		
Education Programs; Katherine
			
McKnight, Northeastern Illinois
			
University
Vendor Session:
“Improvisation for Creative Pedagogy”
Improvisation for Creative Pedagogy will explore
the fundamentals of improvisation and its integration
into the teaching and learning of literacy in addition
to other core content areas. The Second City utilizes
improvisation to teach skills that can be adapted to
classroom learning, such as listening, team building,
brainstorming, and social integration. Improvisation
is active, student-centered learning that supports the
development of critical thinking as well as emotional,
kinesthetic, visual, audio, oral, musical, mathematical,
and spatial intelligences.

Fall 2007 Vol. 44 No. 2

8:00 a.m.–9:30 a.m.

Workshop Session I

Illinois		
AW7 Tom Anstett, Lincoln-Way East
Elem/Middle/		
High School; Tom Gavin,
High School		
Lincoln-Way East High
			
School
“Use of the Library of Congress as a Curriculum
Resource Tool”
Thomas Jefferson was fond of saying “knowledge is the
cornerstone of democracy.” In this session, you will be
exposed to the resources available through the Library
of Congress. Information on the vast array of primary
sources will be shown, along with information on access
and use of materials. Additionally, the ever-increasing
store of unit and lesson plans being created through the
An Adventure of the American Mind program will be
made available to you. Using a research site to teach
students, engaging and enlightening them on the thoughts
and achievements of America’s past, will prove to be a
treasure of knowledge and information for both you and
your students.
Marquette
AW8
North			
Middle/			
High School		

Thomas M. McCann, Elmhurst
Public Schools; Larry R.
Johannessen, Northern Illinois
University; Joseph M. Flanagan,
York Community High School
“The Dynamics of Writing Instruction: A Structured
Process Approach to Teaching Writing”
In this activity-based session, the panelists will lay out the
principles of a “structured process” approach to the teaching of writing. The session will feature activities that you
can use to guide students through a process for writing in
relation to particular kinds of writing experiences, including narrative, argumentative, and critical analysis.
9:00 a.m.–9:30 a.m. Book Exhibit Visitation
			
(Marquette South)
Qualify for door prizes by visiting our book exhibits during this and other breaks. Drawings will be held at a variety
of conference functions; you must be present to win!
9:30 a.m.–10:30 a.m. Keynote Speaker and Annual
			
Business Meeting
			
(Cotillion)
Dr. Robert Probst, a former middle and senior high school
teacher, who, for much of his career, was a professor at

Georgia State University working with both practicing
and prospective English/language arts teachers, will give
the Keynote Address for the 2007 IATE Fall Conference.
Probst has spoken about and presented workshops on
teaching reading and literature in many parts of the world.
His goal is to make the literature classroom a community
of readers and writers who, by sharing their thoughts
about significant works, grow intellectually, aesthetically,
and emotionally. IATE President Larry R. Johannessen
will conduct the Annual Business Meeting.
10:30 a.m.–10:50 a.m. Book Exhibit Visitation
			
(Marquette South)
Qualify for door prizes by visiting our book exhibits during this and other breaks. Drawings will be held at a variety
of conference functions; you must be present to win!
10:50 a.m.–11:50 a.m. Breakout Session B
Sandy Flannigan, Batavia High
Bradley
B1
Middle/			
School; Elizabeth Murphy,
High School		
Batavia High School
“‘Sew’ Simply Shakespeare”
Do you need to costume a Shakespeare scene on the
fly with students who can’t sew? Are you on a budget
as well? In this workshop, you will make a quick, easy,
no-sew tunic adaptable to many character roles. You will
also learn to make shirts, skirts, and dresses. Handouts
will be provided.
LaSalle		
B2
Donna Binns, Eastern Illinois
High School		
University; Robin Murray,
			
Eastern Illinois University
“‘Writing Against the Grain’: The Five-Paragraph
Essay and Beyond”
The five-paragraph essay has been a popular tool for
teaching students to write thesis-driven essays. This session will offer ways to teach students genre awareness
and new ways to incorporate research into texts other
than “the research paper” that will enable them to move
beyond the constraints of the five-paragraph essay.
Cheminee
B3
Claire C. Lamonica, Illinois
Middle/			
State University
High School
“Wikis: Writing in the Company of Others”
The twentieth century provided a wealth of research re15
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garding the benefits of collaborative writing assignments
for both students and their teachers. The twenty-first
century has given us a student-friendly tool that makes
such assignments even more attractive: the wiki. Wikis
are web-based writing environments that encourage
collaboration, and they’re a great tool for students and
teachers. Come learn more about how you can use wikis
in your classroom to help students develop as writers
and team members.
Peoria		
B4
Ronald O. Neurauter, Westmont
High School		
High School
“Reading across the Curriculum: Helping Every
Teacher Become an English Teacher”
Westmont High School (a west suburban public school
with 560 students) is beginning its third year of a crosscurricular initiative in which all teachers use uniform
reading strategies with their students. This session will
cover the systematic techniques used by teachers during occasional, schoolwide “Reading Blitzes” that are
designed to engage students in practicing reading comprehension and vocabulary skills in each of their subject
areas. This session will also present successful questioning, summarizing, connecting, and PSAE-prep strategies
and will report on K–12 efforts to coordinate the study
of vocabulary and subject-specific terminology.
Illinois		
B5
Shawna Lefebvre, York
High School		
Community High School;
			
Brendan Chambers, York
			
Community High School;
			
Rachel Zinger, York
			
Community High School
“Developing Diverse Literacies: Using Technology to
Enhance ‘Read-Aloud–Think-Aloud’ Strategies”
While English educators agree that reading, writing,
speaking, and listening are the fundamentals of our discipline, too often these literacy components are addressed
in isolation. In response to the need for an integrated
curriculum, this session will engage participants with
various “Read-Aloud–Think-Aloud” strategies that aim
to improve reading comprehension, written expression,
and authentic discussion skills across grade and ability
levels.
Board		
B6
General		
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Marilyn J. Holman, Chicago
Area Writing Project; Deborah
Will, Zion-Benton Township
High School

“Books That Kept Us Company: Musings on Reading
Lives One Hundred Years Ago” (Part 1)
“Sister Carrie’s Second Act”: When Theodore Dreiser’s
novel Sister Carrie was published in 1900, it so scandalized editors and critics that it disappeared. Courage
(or commerce) prevailed, and it was reissued—still to
outrage—in 1907. Find out how Carrie’s Chicago and
New York settings can still outrage and delight.
“Cautionary Tales for Children, 1907 and 2007”: Hilaire
Belloc is rediscovered by Edward Gorey in a charming
parody as pointed now as it was in 1907. Reminiscent of
a graphic novel, it reminds us that new things are rarely
as “new” as we think. Definitely not for children only.
Marquette
B7
Jon Orech, Downers Grove
South High School
North			
Elem/Middle/
High School
“Advanced Digital Storytelling Techniques Using
Photo Story 3”
You know about DST and Photo Story—so what’s the
next step? This presentation will reveal advanced techniques in Photo Story, free software that can be used to
enhance sound and visuals (Freeplay Music, Audacity,
Soundog, and Flickr), and alternative uses of DST, such
as using documentaries, public service announcements,
and movies as teaching tools.
Blackhawk
B8
Prad Kansara, FlashPoint
Middle/			
Shakespeare; Bharti Kansara,
High School		
FlashPoint Shakespeare
Vendor Session: “Interactive Shakespeare: Unlocking
the Verse to Boost Critical Literacy”
This session will allow you to experience vividly interactive versions of Macbeth, Hamlet, and Julius Caesar that
inspire students to interpret the characters, themes, and
imagery and boost language arts achievement. You will
also be able to acquire best practices for harnessing interactive learning, on projector or with students on PCs.
12:00 p.m.–1:30 p.m. Luncheon: 2007 Illinois
			
Author of the Year and
			Honorary Awards
			
(Cotillion)
The annual luncheon will feature the presentation of
honorary awards. Scott Turow, 2007 Illinois Author of
the Year, will speak and sign copies of his work.
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1:45 p.m.–2:45 p.m.

Breakout Session C

Jeff Kargol, Glenbard East High
Bradley
C1
Middle/			
School; Eric Bodwell,
High School		
Community High School
			
District 94
“Research? No Big Deal”
Research: a term that sends shivers through one’s spine.
One way to help alleviate anxieties includes the model
known as “The Big6,” which takes a student from the
beginning to the final stage of a research project. Presenters will take participants through the process and model
strategies to be used in the classroom.
Kathleen Malone Clesson,
LaSalle		
C2
High School		
University High School;
			
Meghan Adams, Yorkville
			
Middle School; Dianne Walker,
			
University High School; Suzie
			
Thetard, University High
			
School; Brian Conant,
			
University High School;
			
Shyla Anderson, University
			
High School
“What’s Cookin’ in the Laptop Labs: Year Two of the
Laboratory School Laptop Initiative”
Curious about what a laptop environment can do for
your English program? Panelists from University High
School (teaching composition, literature, Advanced
Placement courses, and oral communication in laptop
labs) will share data from parents, students, and faculty;
assessments that maximize technology access; collaborative writing and grouping strategies; and a snapshot of
Net Gen learners. Participants will get guest access to
course shells and time for Q&A, networking, and sharing/brainstorming.
Cheminee
C3
Donna Blackall, Illinois State
Middle/			
University; Deborah Will, ZionHigh School		
Benton Township High
			
School
“What’s New for MS/HS Readers?”
Want to get your students excited about books? Want
to hear about recently published works that will engage
your middle school and high school readers? This is the
session for you! Presenters will share titles from the
new Rebecca Caudill Young Readers’ Book Award and
Abraham Lincoln Illinois High School Book Award lists
and tell you how participation with awards will get your
students involved!

Amy L. Magnafichi-Lucas,
Peoria		
C4
High School		
Midland High School; Peter
			
Pettorini, Athens High School
“A Modest Satire Unit”
Many students have difficulty understanding satire. This
full unit for high school students will allow them to break
down the nuance of satire writing by examining satire
across time periods, including pop culture representations
of satire. The will unit culminate in students creating
their own satire pieces.
Janice Neuleib, Illinois State
Board		
C5
General		
University; Susan Kajiwara			
Ansai, Chicago Public
			
Schools
“Books That Kept Us Company: Musings on Reading
Lives One Hundred Years Ago” (Part 2)
“C. S. Lewis—Child and Writer”: C. S. Lewis began
writing stories and illustrating them when he was eight
years old. He said later that he wrote his stories because
they were the stories he would have wanted to read when
he was a child. This presentation will discuss how his
childhood connects to his fiction.
“What Can We Learn from Children’s Literature from
1907?”: Children’s literature from 1907—the same or
different one hundred years later? This presentation will
explore some popular texts from that era and share some
observations and conclusions.
Blackhawk
C6
Michael J. Fuller, Newsweek
Middle/			
Education Program
High School
Vendor Session: “Keep It Fresh: Language Arts—
The Key to Content Literacy”
This session will use materials from the Newsweek
Education Program to demonstrate strategies for initiating, building, and expanding language arts skills.
Key aims of this workshop are to increase motivation,
deepen comprehension, and encourage critical thinking.
Participation will be integral to this session. Materials
will be shared.
1:45 p.m.–3:15 p.m.

Workshop Session II

Illinois		
CW7 Joette Conger, Downers Grove
Middle/			
South High School
High School
“Grading to Motivate Students: Five Keys to Quality
Assessments”
17
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Teachers want students to be motivated by grades,
but grades alone aren’t motivating. English teachers
will learn how to assess with an eye toward increasing
learning. Bring a unit plan and revise it following Rick
Stiggins’s Five Keys to Quality Assessment.
Marquette
CW8 Robert S. Boone, Young
North			
Chicago Authors; Mark H.
General		
Larson, Highland Park High
			
School; Jay Amberg, Glencoe
			
Study Center
“Moe’s Café: Using Questions to Create Short
Fiction”
The “Moe Method,” a question-based approach to creating short fiction was developed by the presenters and
has proven successful in a variety of settings both within
and beyond the traditional classroom. Learn the “Moe
Method” and create new “Moe” exercises of your own
to use with your creative writers.
2:45 p.m.–3:30 p.m. Book Exhibit Visitation
			
(Marquette South)
Qualify for door prizes by visiting our book exhibits during this and other breaks. Drawings will be held at a variety
of conference functions; you must be present to win!
3:30 p.m.–4:30 p.m.

Breakout Session D

Bradley
D1
Dave Hansen, Student Paths
High School
“Student Paths: Helping Students Transition to Life
After High School”
Student Paths is a free program designed to help students
with the transition from high school to their future. The
presentation will include a program overview, a review
of how it assists educators in meeting state standards,
and a summary of best practices from a few active high
schools.
LaSalle		
D2
Laura Brown, Adlai E.
Middle/			
Stevenson High School; Scott
High School		
Williams, Adlai E. Stevenson
			
High School
“Moving Media Out of the Margins”
In this session, the presenters will discuss how to plan,
execute, and evaluate lessons that bring media literacy
into the study of literature and writing. This session will
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examine lessons involving both analysis and synthesis
of media and include lesson ideas for a single class as
well as short-term and long-terms projects.
Peoria		
D3
Brian Conant, University High
High School		
School
“An Experimental Approach to Teaching Descriptive
Grammar: Implementation of an Assignment-Specific
Corpus in a Tenth Grade Writing Course”
Most approaches to grammar instruction in secondary
writing courses tend to be prescriptive: they focus on
grammar as a clear set of rules that students must learn
and use correctly. This presentation will suggest a descriptive approach, in which grammar is approached as
a collection of usage patterns in which there are a variety
of possibilities for use depending on the rhetorical situation. This presentation will also explore the use of a
corpus, or a digital collection of student generated texts,
as a means of implementing a descriptive approach to
grammar instruction.
Board		
D4
Molly Moynahan, Evanston
General		
Township High School; Scott
			
Eggerding, Lyons Township
			
High School
“Books That Kept Us Company: Musings on Reading
Lives One Hundred Years Ago” (Part 3)
“What Willa Cather Was Up To in 1907”: One female
novelist takes a look at another. One high school English
teacher takes a look at another. This teacher/novelist
makes a “case” for Cather.
“Books That Kept Us Company in 1907”: This session
surveys the reading habits of the nation, the kinds of
books taught in schools, and even the literary references
in high school yearbooks in 1907.
Blackhawk
D5
Tony Romano, William Fremd
High School		
High School; Gary Anderson,
			
William Fremd High School
Vendor Session: “Expository Composition:
Discovering Your Voice”
With more than fifty years of combined teaching experience behind them, the presenters will lead a session on
creating a classroom atmosphere in which students are
encouraged to discover their writing voices, which, along
the way, will teach students to become wise, efficient, engaging writers capable of expressing themselves in life.
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3:30 p.m.–5:00 p.m.

Workshop Session III

Cheminee
DW6 Dianne L. Chambers, Elmhurst
General		
College; Thomas M. McCann,
			
Elmhurst Public Schools; Larry
			
R. Johannessen, Northern
			
Illinois University
“Student and Beginning Teachers’ Seminar”
Two college professors from English education programs and an assistant superintendent of curriculum and
instruction will facilitate this open discussion session to
discuss fears, hopes, and strategies for success in teaching. Student teachers and teachers in their first or second
year of service are invited to talk about challenges and
victories. Experienced teachers and others who care
about the struggles of novice teachers are encouraged
to attend and share their ideas.
Illinois		
DW7 Tim Pappageorge, Maine
High School		
East High School; Seth
			
MacLowry, Maine West High
			
School
“Student Choice, Student Voice: Using Electronic
Media to Help Students Develop Voice”
Several new technologies can help students develop
their sense of voice given their interests in electronic
media and given the globalization of our culture. Digital
storytelling and blogging are but two technologies available. Come and join the presenters as they share several
strategies using these technologies to help students find
unique writing purposes, craft a distinctive writing style,
and vocalize their ideas to different audiences.
Marquette
DW8 Kim Herron-Titus, Carbondale
North			
Community High School
Middle/
High School
“Teaching Collaborative Skills through the Writing
Process”
Once students become familiar with and internalize some
basic social skills, collaborative learning activities become powerful instructional tools. The unit this presenter
developed teaches students how to identify and utilize
these skills. After skills are identified, students utilize
them by completing a collaborative writing assignment
worth a major grade for the class. Students learn valuable
collaborative skills in addition to developing practical
editing skills. Come try it yourself. A complete unit
packet will be available.

4:30p.m.–5:15 p.m.	IATE District Meetings
			
(LaSalle)
Take this opportunity to meet and network with your
district leader and other colleagues from your area.
5:30 p.m.–6:30 p.m.	Social Hour
			
(Cotillion)
Meet and mingle. Here’s an opportunity to meet informally with colleagues from across the state. Make new
friends or catch up with old ones; talk to the members
of the IATE Executive Board and let them know your
needs; and establish professional connections, but most
of all—relax!
6:30p.m.–8:30 p.m.
Annual Banquet and Evening
			Entertainment by Slam Poet
			
George David Miller
			
(Coltillion)
A gala event of good food and good friends. George
Miller has offered over five hundred workshops and
performances to ten thousand K–college students. His
performances truly “inspire people to be inspired by
poetry.” Come celebrate the company we keep!
8:45 p.m.–11:00 p.m. President’s Reception and
			
Beatnik Café
			
(LaSalle)
This reception will honor outgoing president Larry R.
Johannessen and welcome new president Jean Black.
Come enjoy the Beatnik Café! Party with the cool cats
in Peoria!
Saturday, October 13
8:00 a.m.–9:00 a.m.
			
			

District Leaders and Executive Committee Breakfast
(LaSalle)

8:00 a.m.–9:00 a.m.

Breakout Session E

Bradley	E1
Sheila Moore, Meridian High
Middle/			
School
High School
“Keeping Up with Technology: Incorporating
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Popular Media into Your Classroom”
Are you looking for a way to use technology to make life
easier? Sick of hearing absentees ask, “What did we do
yesterday?” Make life easier on yourself and learn to post
notes to your own classroom Web site! Participants will
discuss building a free Web site and setting up a literary
themed MySpace page. Get ready to shock your students
and connect with them in a new way.
Cheminee	E2
Sarah Keefe, Palatine High
Middle/			
School; Dana Batterton,
High School		
Palatine High School
“Perfecting Peer Editing”
This session will discuss and demonstrate a variety of
techniques for making your students more independent
and effective peer editors. Teachers will leave this session
with ready-to-use revision lessons and handouts.
Peoria		E3
Tom Brennan, Prospect High
Middle/			
School
High School
“Levity Is the Soul of It”
Shakespeare had the right idea when he put comic scenes
in his tragedies: a spoonful of sugar helps the medicine
go down. As teachers, we should learn from his model.
This session will focus on ways to incorporate a little
levity into the English classroom, thereby taking care of
“the company we keep”—our students.
Board		E4
Mary Kay Mulvaney, Elmhurst
High School/		
College
College
“Keeping Good Company: Exploring a Lit-Comp
Collaboration”
While most high school teachers already occupy a collaborative space requiring the teaching of literature and
composition, all too often teacher preparation programs
at undergraduate and masters levels separate the instruction and exploration of the study of English. Students are
rarely presented with a model for the creation of a rich
“new space” informed by the lenses of both the teaching
of writing and the teaching of literature. This session will
examine a three-year collaboration between a literature
and a composition specialist indicating that, contrary to
the university culture that frequently divides these fields,
a significant new “borderland” between these frames for
English studies exists. Indeed, if “the company we keep”
is characterized by purposeful interaction and collaboration, then teacher-students, college professors, and the
classroom cultures of all are enriched.
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Marcea K. Seible, Illinois State
Blackhawk	E5
High School/		
University
College
“From Aristotle to Judge Judy: Shaping Students’
Perceptions of Rhetoric in a Legal Writing Course”
Students in an undergraduate legal writing course bring
with them many stereotypes and perceptions of the legal
profession and professional/legal writing. This presentation will explore how such stereotypes provide unique
spaces for engaging students with the rhetoric of legal
writing and its connection to their careers as writers and
professional communicators.
8:00 a.m.–9:30 a.m.

Workshop Session IV

Illinois		EW6 Carol Medrano, Rich Central
General		
High School;Angelo Bonadonna,
			
Saint Xavier University;
			
Norman Boyer, Saint Xavier
			
University; Jamea Elzy, Rich
			
Central High School; Amy Baio,
			
Rich South High School
“Creating Conversations in Context for Teacher
Development”
A panel of preservice teachers, student teachers, cooperating teachers, and university advisors will present
reflections on the topic of “expectations of student
teachers and student teaching,” as those expectations
are shaped by one’s role in the process. The panel will
lead a workshop discussion of session participants who
have served (or will serve) in one of the four roles and
offer one programmatic solution for making sure the
“company we keep” promotes continuous professional
support and growth.
Marquette	EW7 Christine Pederson, Grayslake
North			
Central High School; Mindy
Middle/			
Newman, Grayslake Central
High School		
High School; Rachel Lesinski,
			
Grayslake Central High
			
School
“Looking at Night through Many Lenses:
Differentiation and the Cotaught Model”
Are you trying to reach a variety of ability levels in your
English classroom? Come see current research and theory
in practice engaging students in a study of Night by Elie
Wiesel. Participants will receive unit plans, handouts,
and activities.
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9:10 a.m.–10:00 a.m. Breakout Session F
Cheryl Martens, Waterloo High
Bradley
F1
Middle/			
School; Tammy Guehne,
High School		
Waterloo High School
“Caught Red-Handed!”
Educators of all areas encounter plagiarism, but due to
the nature of the field of English—writing instruction in
particular—English teachers find themselves worrying
about plagiarism in their students’ work. Participants in
this seminar will learn about various forms of plagiarism
and different ways to arrest students’ cheating, including
an online arsenal.
Doug Lillydahl, Adlai E.
Cheminee
F2
Middle/			
Stevenson High School; Jacquie
High School		
Cullen, Adlai E. Stevenson High
			
School
“Diction and Syntax for the Masses”
As the schools and College Board push for vertical articulation of the skills desired for college-ready students,
teachers are challenged to integrate language analysis and
“close reading skills” in their classrooms. The presenters will show some of the methods we use in teaching
regular and accelerated ninth-grade students to analyze
tone, syntax, and diction without making it a chore.
Sandy Mech, Plainfield High
Peoria		
F3
High School		
School Central Campus; Greg
			
McCune, Thornton Fractional
			
North High School
“Making Team Teaching Work”
This session will focus on strategies and methods
that can be used in the classroom to enhance student
learning and ensure teacher sanity. Areas of focus will
include choosing a partner, determining roles, aligning
curriculum, and sharing the workload both in and out
of the classroom.
John Strauch, Illinois Central
Board		
F4
High School/		
College; Kip Strasma, Illinois
College			
Central College
“Dual Credit English: A Spectrum of Opportunity”
This presentation explores the strengths and benefits of
dual credit course offerings in English/language arts.
Schools that are considering this valuable option for their
students will see how the program has been designed
and implemented at ICC and will review the benefits of
dual credit offerings for teachers, administrators, parents,

students, and the colleges that certify them. Cost benefits
and program data will be included.
Debbie Shaw, Vantage
Blackhawk
F5
Elem/Middle/		
Learning
High School
Vendor Session: “Starting a Writing Revolution in
Your Classroom!”
See how to improve writing skills and scores of your
students using MY Access! by Vantage Learning–a webbased writing environment. MY Access! diagnoses and
assesses the writing abilities of students; instantly grades
open-ended essays; provides drafting, writing, and revision tools; and motivates students to enjoy the process
of becoming successful writers.
10:10 a.m.–11:00 a.m. Breakout Session G
Tracy A. Townsend, Illinois
Bradley
G1
Middle/			
Mathematics and Science
High School		
Academy; Peg Cain, Illinois
			
Mathematics and Science
			
Academy
“Bridging the Generation Gap: Oral History and
Memoir in the American Studies Classroom”
American Studies students at IMSA interviewed twentyfive members of the “Greatest Generation” about life
between the World Wars, and then retold their subjects’
stories in the form of a fictionalized memoir. In this
session, the presenters will describe how they prepared
students and guests for this project, share prompts and
lesson plans, display students’ memoirs and responses to
this experience, and offer advice to teachers interested
in attempting a similar project.
Brian Conant, University High
LaSalle		
G2
High School		
School
“Using Electronic Portfolios in Departmental Writing
Assessment: A Case Study”
In the winter of 2007, the English Department at University High School engaged in a departmental writing
assessment workshop that focused on work presented in
an electronic portfolio format. The workshop was unique
in that it was not an attempt to norm or standardize, but
instead—based on theory by George Hillocks, Jr. and
Bob Broad—it was an attempt to discuss and articulate
the values the department has for writing and the process of teaching writing. The presentation will share the
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process and results of this workshop as well as the
progress the department has undergone since then. This
session will also discuss some of the technical aspects
of creating and sharing electronic portfolios.
Brian J. Newman, Joliet
Cheminee
G3
High School		
Township High School West
			
Campus
“Voice and Typed Comments for Efficient and
Effective Grading”
This session will show you that by utilizing the “Insert
Comment” function on Microsoft Word when assessing
students’ writing, teachers can record their voice and use
the reassuring tone students appreciate in a conference
as well as type complete sentences to instruct students
in how to improve their writing in a legible, thorough
manner.
Rob Vogt, McClure Junior High
Peoria		
G4
Middle/			
School
High School
“Chuck Yeager, Dandelion Adverbs, and Friday
Meatloaf: Using the Mini-Lesson to Enhance Student
Writing”
Are your student-writers stuck in a rut? Are you sick of
receiving the same old essays with tired, flat language?
In this interactive session, you’ll see how compact,
quick-hitting lessons can breathe new life into your
students’ writing!
Barb Rowland, Brown County
Illinois		
G5
Middle/			
High School
High School
“Technology and the Research Process: Creating
Alternatives to the Research Paper”
Participants will receive instruction on utilizing technology to teach the research process through the use
of Microsoft Windows Movie Maker and other DVD
software programs. In addition to the traditional research
paper, students will create their very own documentary
videos relaying the information they uncovered through
their research.
Board		
G6
Sandy Flannigan, Batavia High
Middle/			
School
High School
“Drawings and Doodles: A Reader Response to Spoon
River Anthology”
Invite students to meet the colorful characters of Spoon
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River Anthology by having them engage in reader-response journaling replete with drawings and doodles. Let
their imaginations awaken Fiddler Jones, Editor Whedon,
and all the rest who are “sleeping on the hill.” This will
be a workshop format with handouts/prompts.
Marquette
G7
Meredith Teuber, Carl Sandburg
North			
Middle School; Katie Hoffman,
Middle/			
McClure Junior High School
High School
“Understanding the Varied Company We Keep:
Using Critical Theory to Understand Text and the
World”
Looking for a way to promote critical thinking and
real-world exploration in your English/language arts
classroom? Then jump into this presentation where the
presenters will take you on a journey to a place where
students will learn how to use critical theory to understand literature and then apply those multiple perspectives to the “text” of the world. You will walk away
from this presentation with instructional strategies and
lesson plans that can be easily modified for use with any
instructional unit.
Ken Holmes, Webster
Blackhawk
G8
General		
University
“New?/Old? Ways of Looking at Language Usage”
In this session, the presenter will share ways language
is employed through the use of two classical tropes,
ekphrastics and anthimeria and what he has coined
antipode. The latter two will be examined closely for
teaching recognition and usage of the parts of speech.
11:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m. President’s Brunch and
			
Featured Speaker,
			
Vera Wallace
			
(Cotillion)
Join us as we honor all of IATE’s presidents. Vera
Wallace, retired teacher and department chair at Marie
Sklodowska Curie Metro High School in Chicago, will
share strategies for teaching narrative writing. Learn
about an approach to writing that has inspired her students!
1:00 p.m.	Executive Council Meeting
		
(LaSalle)
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IATE Fall Conference 2007
Call for Session Chairs/Recorders
The 2007 IATE Conference Committee is looking for session chairs/recorders to help presenters by seating latecomers, distributing handouts, etc. In addition, at the end of the session, chairs/recorders will sign or initial the Continuing Professional
Development Unit (CPDU) Log for each person present.
Please consider serving as a chair/recorder at the 2007 IATE Fall Conference. To volunteer, complete and mail this form on
or before September 21 to:
Elizabeth Kahn, IATE Program Chair
James B. Conant High School
700 East Cougar Trail
Hoffman Estates, IL 60169
Or e-mail the information below to ekahn@d211.org.
Your help is greatly appreciated.
Name: _____________________________________________________________________
School: ____________________________________________________________________
E-mail: ____________________________________________________________________
I will chair/record any session on
_____ Friday morning
_____ Friday afternoon
_____ Saturday morning
I will chair/record the following sessions (please specify): _______________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________

iate membership
Name: ______________________________________________________________
School: _____________________________________________________________
Level of Instruction: ELEM__ JRH__ HS__ COL__
School Address: ______________________________________________________
City: __________________ ZIP: ____________ County: _______________
IATE District: ____________________________
Home Address: _______________________________________________________
City: ___________________________________		
ZIP: _________________
Home Phone Number: _____________________
E-mail: ____________________
Mailing Preference: School ______		
Home _____
Membership type: First-Year Teacher / First-Year Member__ Student__
Regular__ Patron __ Retired__
Free: First-Year Teacher / First-Year Member/Student
IATE Yearly Membership Dues (please circle one):
$25 Regular		
$30 Patron		
IATE Membership Pin: $5 ___
Check enclosed for amount: $ ________

$5 Retired

Mail to: IATE, Martha Frieburg, Membership Secretary, 4240 English, Illinois State University, Normal, IL 617904240; Phone: (309) 438-3957; Web Site: www.iateonline.org; E-mail: mrfrieb@ilstu.edu
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Announcements
IATE New Teacher/Instructor Program
English Education methods course instructors and/
or directors of English education programs who would
like to get their students involved in key professional
organizations will be happy to know that IATE offers a
“New Teacher/Instructor Program” to encourage preservice teachers to join the Illinois Association of Teachers
of English.
All you need to do is send an e-mail to Martha
Frieburg in the IATE office at mrfrieb@ilstu.edu. Tell
Martha how many students you have in your methods
class(es), and she will send you a box of materials for
each student. Kits include:
• IATE membership forms (preservice and firstyear teachers may join for free)
• A recent issue of the Illinois English Bulletin
• The IATE Newsletter
• The IATE brochure, “What IATE Can Do for
You”
• Information about the organization from the Web
site
• A free IATE tote bag
These materials will introduce students to the many
benefits of IATE membership, and they will receive
something they can use right now that shows their pride
in being a member of the Illinois Association of Teachers of English.

Teacher-Researchers: Apply for an IATE
Paul Jacobs Research Award
The IATE Research Committee is currently accepting applications for Paul Jacobs Research Awards.
Members of IATE considering any form of research in
English language, literature, writing, speaking, or teaching are encouraged to apply. The research may be part
of a candidate’s work on a master’s thesis or doctoral
dissertation, or the project may be unrelated to any work
connected to one’s graduate studies. The Research Committee will consider proposals from teachers and school
administrators, as well as from full-time students seeking advanced degrees. Professionals who have thought
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about conducting a research project in the past but who
have hesitated because of lack of funding may find in
the Paul Jacobs Award the financial backing necessary
to complete their work. The Research Committee can
grant an award for a maximum of $500.
It is surprisingly easy to apply for an award. Here
is how to do it:
1. Write a brief proposal that includes the following:
a. A cover letter: Let us know who you are and
announce the fact that you are applying for
a Paul Jacobs Research Award. Also provide
your address (U.S. mail and e-mail) and
phone number.
b. A brief description of your project: Identify
a central research question or focus, and describe a method for conducting the research.
The reviewers will need to see at least a distinct and substantive research question.
c. A timeline: Project the timeline for completing the research, or at least the portion that
will be funded by the Paul Jacobs Award.
d. A budget: Identify how much money you
would need and how it would be used. Here
are some examples of appropriate costs:
duplicating instructional materials, paying
raters to score papers, or paying fees for
data processing. Here are some questionable
expenses: covering travel costs, purchasing
instructional materials that a school normally
funds, or paying incentives to participants in
the study. The research grant is modest and
should be used to support the essential costs
of a study.
e. A status report: Let us know what you have
done so far. Perhaps you have done some
initial reading and can supply a brief bibliography.
2. Mail the proposal to IATE Research Committee, Campus Box 4240, Department of English,
Illinois State University, Normal, IL 617904240.
Applications for awards to be reviewed at the
fall Executive Committee meeting must arrive at IATE
headquarters at Illinois State University no later than
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October 1, 2007. The members of the IATE Research
Committee anticipate that recipients of the Paul Jacobs
Award will be able to share their completed research at
an IATE Fall Conference or through publication in the
Illinois English Bulletin.

Mark Your Calendars
The Twelfth Annual Conference of the Illinois
Philological Association will be held at Millikin University in Decatur, Illinois, on April 11–12, 2008. For more
information, contact Barbara Cass at bcass1@uis.edu
or visit the Web site at http://www.illinoisphilological.
org/index.html.

IATE Offers Scholarship for
Minority Teacher Education
College juniors and seniors of color who are
currently enrolled in teacher education programs and
majoring in English, English Education, or Elementary
Education with a specialty in language arts and who
plan to teach in Illinois are invited to apply for an IATE
Scholarship for Minority Teacher Education. Applications for the 2007 scholarship should be mailed to Janice
Neuleib, IATE Executive Secretary, Campus Box 4240,
Illinois State University, Normal, IL 61790-4240 before
September 15, 2007. The specific goals, procedures, and
criteria are as follows:
GOALS
The Illinois Association of Teachers of English is
committed to recruiting minority* language arts teachers
for both humanitarian and practical purposes. To meet
that commitment, IATE reserves $1,000 each year for
one scholarship as designated by the Minority Scholarship Committee, a subcommittee of the Minority Affairs
Committee.
PROCEDURES
The Minority Scholarship Committee will issue a
call for applications to the chairs of public, recognized
language arts teacher education programs in Illinois

colleges and universities in the spring. A follow-up call
will be issued in August.
After applications are received, they Minority
Scholarship Committee will judge the applications, issue
an invitation to the winner to attend the fall conference
(October 2007), at which the award will be given, and
assist the winner in making arrangements to attend the
conference. Whenever possible, the winner will be escorted by an IATE member.
In addition to the cash award, winners will receive
a complimentary one-year membership to IATE, free
registration for the 2007 conference, luncheon and banquet tickets, and paid lodging and mileage (if an escort
cannot be secured).
CRITERIA
1. The candidate must be a member of a minority*
group.
2. The candidate must be duly enrolled in a fouryear or upper-division, public, recognized
teacher-education program in an Illinois college
or university.
3. The candidate must have declared a major in
English, English education, or elementary education with a specialty in language arts (junior
or senior status), and plan to teach in Illinois.
4. The candidate must have demonstrated potential
for academic success.
5. The candidate cannot be an individual already
on full scholarship, and some degree of need for
the scholarship must exist.
6. The faculty member who recommends a student
for one of the awards must submit these items
in one envelope:
a. A sample of the candidate’s writing done for
a class in the past year (instructor comments
included).
b. A candidate essay on this topic: “What piece of
literature by a person of color would you especially like to teach? Explain why you chose this
particular piece and how you would go about
teaching it.”
c. A sealed recommendation that addresses items
1–5 above in some detail.
d. A cover sheet with the full name, home address,
and phone number of both the candidate and the
recommender.
*As in other IATE matters, “minority” here is defined as
nonwhite minority, a person of color.
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calls for papers
Publish Your Work in the
Illinois English Bulletin

Publish Your Work in the
IATE Newsletter

Illinois English Bulletin is the written forum in
which Illinois teachers of English share their ideas.
Please see any recent issue of the Bulletin (starting with
spring 2005) for a detailed “Call for Submissions.” The
deadline to submit materials for possible inclusion in
the spring issue is the previous November 1, and the
deadline for the summer issue is the previous January
15. If you need any further information—or encouragement—to complete a teacher-research project and submit
it for possible publication, please contact Bulletin editor
Ron Fortune at: rfortune@ilstu.edu.

Do you have news or an idea worth sharing? The
IATE Newsletter welcomes articles, reviews, reports, announcements, brief teaching narratives, calls for papers,
and other material important to the professional lives
of English teachers in the state of Illinois. The deadline
for submitting material for the Spring 2008 Newsletter
December 1, 2007. Please send inquiries or submissions
via e-mail to Claire Lamonica at cclamon@ilstu.edu.

Crafting Better Reading, Talking, and Thinking:
A Reading Workshop For K–12 and Preservice Teachers
Saturday, September 22, 2007
10:30–2:30, lunch included
University High School, Normal, Illinois
FEATURING
Teaching Struggling Readers; Teaching Readers to Struggle: A workshop led by Dr. Robert Probst
With Dr. Probst’s guidance, we’ll consider strategies for helping struggling readers deal with difficult texts and encouraging
skillful readers to think more rigorously about texts that they may breeze through too easily. The strategies are designed to
encourage students to articulate and address their own questions as they read and to enter into conversation with other readers,
making their thinking visible and their analysis collaborative.
Nine Break-Out Sessions*: Elementary (A: Readers in Action: Implementing Reader’s Workshop, B: Learning Words to Read
Well, C: Reading Recovery), Middle School (A: Multiple Genres in Middle School, B: Building a Bridge Between History and
Literacy, C: Bookmatch—Teachers Choosing the Right Books), and High School (A: ESL Strategies for the Regular English
Classroom, B: Graphic Narrative: Comics and Beyond, C: Updating the Classics: A New Approach to Some Old Favorites).
*
Descriptions available online at http://www.iateonline.org
Detach and Return
with $10.00 registration fee ($5.00 for students) by Friday, September 14 to: Amy Lucas, Illinois Valley District Leader,
295 Winter Haven Drive, Varna, IL 61375. You will receive confirmation of registration in the mail.
Name: ______________________________________

Workshop Choices (circle one for each time slot)

Home Address: _______________________________
City: ______________________ Zip: ____________

SESSION A

SESSION B

SESSION C

Home Phone: ________________________________

Elementary

Elementary

Elementary

School Name and City: ________________________

Middle

Middle

Middle

High School

High School

High School

E-mail: _____________________________________
IATE Member? _____NO
_____YES - DISTRICT: __________
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