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IATE is poised to pro-
vide English teachers across 
the State of Illinois a va-
riety of valuable services 
in 2012–13, including op-
portunities for professional 
development, networking, 
and community building. Our 
recently relaunched website, 
iateonline.org, provides many 
new features for convenience, 
communication, and resource 
finding and sharing. Through 
the site, users may join IATE, 

renew their annual membership, and register for the annual 
conference. The site also provides teachers with opportunities 
to engage in professional discussions, find and post resources, 
access the IATE Facebook page and Twitter feed, and stay 
connected with members from IATE, NCTE, and other pro-
fessional organizations. If you haven’t been there in a while, 
visit iateonline.org soon!

Keep your eye out for upcoming events in your district. 
If your district has no leader, or if you would like to contribute 
in your district as a leader, co-leader, or active member, please 
contact IATE’s District Leader Coordinator, Carol Medrano, 
at medrano@sxu.edu. Please also consider innovative ways 
you might become involved. Join in on the conversations at 
the new site.

Our foremost professional development event of the 
year, of course, is our annual conference, scheduled for 
October 19–20, 2012. Our theme is “Celebrating Students 
and Story”—our two favorite things. Kudos to Cheryl Staley 
and her planning team for the strong lineup of speakers and 
sessions they have put together—all of which you may read 
more about elsewhere in this newsletter.

Our conference theme reminds me of Dan Kirby, who 
once summed up his teaching, writing, teaching of writing—
and maybe even his entire verbal life—in the following way: 
“What I really want to do is to tell you a story. That’s what 

president’s message

angelo bonadonna

we all want.” Who can argue with him, whatever the situation 
or whoever the people? And if you do argue, are you shifting 
“modes” away from narrative, or simply setting the stage for 
a grander narrative with new conflicts, plot twists, and resolu-
tions? I would go further to ask: Is there any escape from the 
realm of story? Would we want to escape?

IATE’s own story is impressive and multifaceted. With-
out doubt, we have a long history—pre-dating that newcomer 
organization, NCTE, which only recently celebrated its cen-
tennial, some years after IATE had celebrated its centennial 
in Peoria. One version of our story, then, is that of the wise 
mentor, nurturing the upstarts and smiling as they grow into 
maturity.

The stories over time are many—but so are the stories 
right now across the state and across the many individuals ani-
mating the profession. Teachers are designing new curricula 
to align with the Common Core; discussions are percolating 
in society about how best to support as well as reform edu-
cation; technology, an old story dating back to Plato and his 
critiques of writing, continues to revolutionize the way we 
communicate in writing, speech, and media.

Where is our story going, and how is it evolving? Who 
will write the next chapter? Like Byron, “I want a hero” to 
get our story moving in the right direction. Or is hero lust 
the wrong way to go with this narrative? Should we rather 
proceed in quasi-Canterbury Tales fashion, gathering an 
unwieldy collection in all genres—a little bit of comedy, 
romance, adventure, fable, melodrama, epic? Let’s keep on 
the move. Wherever we’re going, wherever we’re taking 
our students, we will do so with a long tradition behind us, 
a good set of past stories in memory, and all the equipment 
we need to connect, celebrate, and critique—we pilgrims 
on our way.

IATE celebrates the journey and hopes to be of use as 
we proceed. Stop in this October at the Bloomington-Normal 
Marriott. Together we’ll figure out our next few chapters, 
tell a few good ones, get our refreshments in, and help one 
another on to the best, latest editions of our individual and 
collective stories. 
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executive secretary’s message

janice neuleib

This fall IATE returns to 
Normal, IL for its annual confer-
ence. (See the registration form in 
this newsletter or visit our website 
at iateonline.org for details.) In 
addition to the opportunity to stay 
at the practically new Marriott 
Hotel and Conference Center for 
the conference rate, Normal has a 
number of amenities and opportu-

nities you might not expect…many of them within walking 
distance of the hotel and conference center.

For example, consider arriving early—on Thursday 
night—and catching a movie at the one-of-a-kind Normal 
Theater, a beautifully restored, art deco facility that shows 
classic, independent, and foreign films on Thursday, Friday, 
and Saturday nights. Before or after the film, visit one of the 
nearby restaurants or saunter down the street for ice cream, 
frozen yogurt, pizza, and more.

And think about bringing the family. Saturday afternoon 
would be a great time to visit the Children’s Discovery Mu-
seum (also within walking distance of the hotel). If your idea 
of a great conference doesn’t include having your offspring 
in tow, visit the museum gift shop anyway, and pick up a 
little something unusual to take home so they know you’ve 
missed them.

Of course, if you’re an ISU alum, we know you’ll want 
to take a trip down memory lane by walking over to the Pub 
II or taking a bit of a longer stroll to Avanti’s on Main Street. 
Don’t be surprised, though, if you have to stop a few times to 
get your bearings. This isn’t the Normal you left behind when 
you graduated! (Unless you’re a quite recent grad…and even 

then, the new Uptown Station transportation center is going 
to come as a bit of a shock.)

Regardless of the appeal of local eateries, you won’t 
want to miss a single conference meal. The food at the Marriott 
is quite good. I’m especially hoping we’ll all get the chance 
to sample the caramel apple pie…a treat in any season, but 
perfect for a crisp October day.

Whatever your alma mater, we hope you’ll come to 
the conference, participate, and have a memorable time in 
lovely Uptown Normal, taking advantage of this opportunity 
to experience (or reconnect with) the adjacent Illinois State 
University campus, which is truly beautiful in the fall.

Another exciting part of the 2012 conference experi-
ence is the ability to register online for the very first time! 
The Executive Board listened to your feedback after the 
last conference and realized that online registration was an 
option that couldn’t be put off any longer. With the help of 
our wonderful new office manager, Laura Monczunski, the 
IATE website has been totally revamped to allow not only 
for online registration and membership renewal, but also for 
greatly increased interactivity. We look forward to being able 
to interact with our members across the state throughout the 
year…not only at conference time. Visit us soon at iateonline.
org; in fact, do it early and often! 

Finally, I hope you’ve had a chance to read the latest 
Bulletin, which contains short stories by the NCTE Norman 
Mailer award-winning teacher and runners-up. And if you’re a 
writer (closet or otherwise) please consider sending stories to 
this NCTE-sponsored contest. If you’d rather read than write, 
consider being a contest judge. If that’s the route you’d like 
to take, please get in touch with me at jneuleib@ilstu.edu or 
(309) 438-7858. 

Take a trip to the Rebecca Caudill 
Young Readers’ Book Award site, www.
rcyrba.org, and you will find a wealth of 
interesting and useful information for 
yourself and your students in grades four 
through eight. The first thing you will 
notice is the new, more modern logo. 

what’s new for the rebecca caudill young readers’ 
book award?

(There’s a sneak peek of that at the heading of this article!) 
But if you click on the box with the previous logo, you will 
be treated to a wonderful video that features all the books 
and authors who won the RCYRBA for the past 25 years. 
Also available at this website is a treasure chest of resource 

What’s New continued on page 6
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From the Classroom continued on page 8

from the classroom

using scenarios in a composition classroom 
to foster transferrable skills

melina probst

In teaching first-year college students composition at 
Northern Illinois University, I consider ways to make writing 
less intimidating and less tedious. The courses I teach fulfill 
requirements at the university, and that often makes students 
less intrinsically motivated than if they had elected to take 
these basic-level writing courses. I aim, therefore, to motivate 
my diverse students to care about writing and see its relevance 
to other areas of their lives. This classroom situation made 
me cognizant of the need to encourage the transfer of writing 
skills to areas outside of the English classroom.

It is important in these basic, writing classes to encour-
age transfer, for these classes are skill-based, rather than 
content-based. I want my students to develop critical thinking 
and rhetorical skills and arrive at conclusions after consider-
ing numerous perspectives; therefore, I want my students to 
talk with and listen to their classmates, which in itself is an 
important goal, albeit challenging to encourage.

Recognizing the necessity of making writing less 
tedious and more relevant to my students as they develop 
skills, I turned to my own learning experiences for guidance. 
When I was a student in a first-year composition class, I was 
enthusiastic about writing my papers not just because of my 
passion for the subject of English but because I enjoyed the 
thought-provoking discussions we had in class regularly. 
The instructor, Dr. Tom McCann, generated discussion by 
presenting scenarios, which are hypothetical situations that 
often interrogate critical issues or abstract concepts in simpli-
fied ways. The composition course that was designed around 
scenarios cultivated my analytical and rhetorical skills while 
sparking genuine interest.

As a testament to the effectiveness of the scenarios 
that had engaged me in my first-year composition classroom 
as a student, I created my own scenarios when I became a 
teacher. These scenarios are based on plausible, complicated 
cases that require students to delve beneath the surface of the 
ostensibly concrete situations and grapple with abstract con-
cepts. For example, my students consider the question “Who 
is responsible for a person’s weight?” in a scenario about an 
employer imposing exercise requirements on his employees. 
My students, most of whom have had experiences with an 

employer, examine this situation before looking at articles that 
tackle this issue by considering the role of the government 
and limitations on personal freedoms. The scenario is relevant 
and allows students to draw upon experiences they have had; 
furthermore, the process through which students analyze a 
real-world situation to understand its broader implications is 
one that could potentially carry over into the way they develop 
ideas in other areas of their lives.

The scenarios require discussion, further investigation, 
and clear argumentation; therefore, the classroom environment 
needs to provide many opportunities for the students to com-
municate with one another. To foster such communication, 
I implement scenarios in my classroom with technological 
components that are meant to bolster the effectiveness of 
the scenarios. After students create their own websites, a 
requirement in first-year composition at Northern Illinois 
University, they first publish their own arguments based on a 
given scenario and then visit their peers’ websites to pull direct 
quotes to which they react on their own websites for support 
and to acknowledge a counter-argument. An activity such as 
this often occurs before my students integrate other published 
sources into their argument. By implementing scenarios, I 
address one of the challenges many teachers face: engaging 
students in ways that encourage critical thinking, interest, and 
discovery. The classroom environment cultivated through the 
analysis and discussion of the scenarios fosters creativity, 
deeper thinking, effective argumentation, and originality.

There are numerous reasons for the success of scenarios 
in the English classroom, particularly in a writing classroom. 
One simple reason is that the scenarios get students talking, 
not just with the instructor, but with their classmates as well. 
Promoting authentic discussion in the classroom can be a 
challenge in itself, but the scenarios encourage original and 
multiple perspectives. The disagreement, or conflict, in the 
classroom that can arise from scenarios becomes healthy and 
necessary, as it requires students to be inquisitive, formulate 
ideas, and engage with one another.

In Beyond the Culture Wars: How Teaching the Conflicts 
Can Revitalize American Education, Gerald Graff provides 
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IATE is proud to announce Chris Ware as its 2012 Il-
linois Author of the Year. Ware, perhaps best known for his 
Acme Novelty Library series and the graphic novel Jimmy 
Corrigan: the Smartest Kid on Earth, began drawing as a 
child in Nebraska, where he was born. His work developed in 
college as he drew comics for the Daily Texan, the country’s 
largest university newspaper, and began to develop characters 
such as Quimby the Mouse and Jimmy Corrigan, the Smart-
est Kid on Earth. His first national exposure came through 
RAW, an annual comic anthology edited by Art Spiegelman, 
author of Maus.

When Ware moved to Chicago in 1991 to pursue a 
master’s degree at the School of the Art Institute of Chicago, 
he reincarnated his semi-autobiographical Jimmy Corrigan. 
That work paid off when Jimmy Corrigan: the Smartest Kid on 
Earth, won the coveted Guardian First Book Award in 2001. 
It was the first graphic novel to win a major UK book award.

author and artist chris ware named 2012 illinois author 
of the year

genevieve sherman de cabrera

Chris Ware 
(Photo Credit: Seth Kushner (fantagraphics.com))

Ware has also won acclaim for his work on the comic 
series, the Acme Novelty Library. The series led Ware to win 
more awards than anyone else in comic history because of 
its creativity in design and print production.  Ware has also 
won praise from writers such as Dave Eggers, a former IATE 
Author of the Year, for his work in the New Yorker, the New 
York Times, the Yale Review, and Nest Magazine.

Chris is a delightfully funny writer and a revolutionary 
artist who does not take himself too seriously, and we look 
forward to hearing from him during the Author of the Year 
luncheon on Friday, October 19, at the annual conference in 
Bloomington-Normal. We are sure you will find him equally 
engaging during the book signing that follows the luncheon, 
and we’re hoping to have on hand copies of his latest book, 
Building Stories, which is due out in October. 

“Self Portrait”

information for youth and young adult books that have been 
on the Caudill Master Lists since 2004. There is also 25th 
Anniversary merchandise for sale.

The most important information you will find on the 
Caudill website is how to register so that you and your stu-
dents may participate in the 26th year of the Rebecca Caudill 

Young Readers’ Book Award. Last year over 25,000 votes 
from more than 700 schools were cast. The winning book was 
Powerless by Matthew Cody. Even if your students were part 
of that voting process, be sure to sign up again so they may 
continue to make their voices heard.

What’s New continued from page 4

What’s New continued on page 10
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As educators, we all know the importance of under-
standing the “whole student”—not just the kid who sits in our 
classroom each day, but the person who has hopes, dreams, 
fears, and worries outside the school walls. When we can see 
beyond the surface level of these young men and women, we 
gain a perspective that not only helps us understand them more 
but also helps us teach them more effectively.

In an effort to gain this background information on 
students, I considered the traditional options and their limi-
tations: individualized conferences (too much time), interest 
inventories (no guarantee of genuine responses), and team-
building activities (many high school students already feel 
awkward without asking them to bare their souls or perform 
“trust falls” with 29 strangers).

Ideally, I sought a project that students would perceive 
as low-risk and that I could seamlessly integrate into the 
curriculum. I also wanted it to be sustained over the course 
of the year so that students could grow comfortable with the 
process and, at the same time, with the idea of sharing their 
lives with me.

The perfect idea happened to be sitting right on my 
shelf at home—a scrapbook I completed based on Amy 
Krouse Rosenthal’s Encyclopedia of an Ordinary Life. My 
project followed the lead of graphic designer/author/blogger 
Cathy Zielske, who created the idea after reading Rosenthal’s 
Encyclopedia. Both Zielske and Rosenthal embraced the 
encyclopedia format as a way of documenting their lives at 
a specific moment in time—what they hoped for, obsessed 
over, laughed at and wondered about.

Since this is exactly what I wanted to know about each 
and every student I worked with each year, I morphed Ziel-
ske’s concept into a year-long writing project for my students. 
The goal is for students to document their lives as they are 
right now through 26 encyclopedia entries, one for each letter 
of the alphabet. By the end of the year, they’ll end up with an 
amazing portrait of who they were when they were in high 
school, and I’ll get 26 chances to learn more about their lives 
outside our classroom.

Aside from the amazing insights I gain by reading their 
entries, the best part of the project is the minimal amount of 
time I have to devote to this each week. I keep grading time 

gaining encyclopedic knowledge of our students 
through their writing

jennifer m. krause

to a minimum by suggesting to students that their entries are 
a page or less in length and always typed. I also lessen my 
load through what I DO NOT do—I DO NOT mark errors 
in punctuation, spelling, or grammar as I do on other, more 
formal writing assignments. I DO make positive comments 
about their descriptive abilities, their use of voice, their unique 
insight or their attempt at a new type of entry format. As I 
tell my students, my biggest grading criteria can be summed 
up in one question: Did I learn something new about you by 
reading this entry? If so, then they get full points (usually 10 
points per entry, roughly the equivalent of a daily homework 
assignment). By limiting my focus, I end up spending only 
about 90 minutes grading the 60 entries I bring home with 
me each week. (Tell me the last time you got through a stack 
of essays that quickly!)

(An important point: because of the personal nature of 
their entries, I read and grade entries the same day I get them. 
If students were to reveal information that put themselves or 
others at risk, it’s essential we know about that right away 
because of our role as mandated reporters.)

The biggest outlay of time occurs at the beginning of the 
year when I introduce the project. At this time, I give students 
a one-page overview that summarizes Rosenthal’s book and 
my own experience with it; most importantly, it introduces the 
goal of the project: before the end of the year, they’ll write 26 
entries about themselves, one for each letter of the alphabet.

At this time, I also give them a brainstorming sheet with 
blanks for each letter with instructions to begin compiling 
entry ideas. To guide them in this, I offer a few questions: 
“What is your name? What are your sibling’s names? If you 
have a pet, what is its name? What’s your favorite food/sport/
television show…” Their answers to these questions all be-
come possible writing topics.

An important element of this introductory lesson is a 
sample entry I write for them about myself. This entry—en-
titled “X-amining Me”—shows them the format I want their 
entries to have, models the level of detail I hope to see in their 
writing and gets the toughest letter to write about out of the 
way early. In providing them with an entry to emulate, I also 
put myself out there first to help them feel less nervous about 

Encyclopedic Knowledge continued on page 10
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From the Classroom continued from page 5

important justifications for encouraging “conflict.” For ex-
ample, I want my students to be able to connect with others, 
especially those who view matters differently than they do. 
Graff sees the lack of conflict as insularity and notes that 
“a dangerous inability to talk to one another is the price we 
pay for a culture that makes it easy for us to avoid having to 
respect and deal with the people who strongly disagree with 
us” (viii). In an effort to combat this “dangerous inability,” I 
require my students to grapple with their classmates’ ideas. 
In their extended consideration of the scenarios I provide, 
students learn how to share their ideas in an open, authentic 
discussion, and work to overcome a natural fear of contribut-
ing their ideas when they learn they can do so without being 
“attacked.”

Often when my classes discuss a scenario, there is some 
initial reluctance to interact with one another in authentic 
conversation. Sometimes, there is even avoidance or intimida-
tion, but the scenarios are based on real-world situations that 
are easier for students to take positions on than it would be 
if I asked them outright to, for example, “discuss the role of 
the government.” Scenarios make complex ideas more acces-
sible, offering gateways to more advanced levels of thinking.

With this and other justifications for the effectiveness 
of scenarios in mind, it is important to think about how the 
scenarios affect student attitudes towards writing. Towards 
the end of a recent semester, I asked my students how they 
viewed the importance of writing. After observing their 
healthy, lively conversations over scenarios, I wanted to 
see if their conceptions of writing reflected the goals I had 
in implementing scenarios. Numerous students expressed 
awareness of communicating their ideas with other people. 
One student wrote, “Over the course of my student career, 
I will improve my communication with others on thoughts, 
ideas, and cause/effect for problems providing a resolution.” 
This student understands that he will be working with other 
people and that there may be differences in their ideas that 
would require communication. Another student saw conver-
sation as inherent in her discipline: “Being able to converse 
ideas and feelings with others is the foundation of my field. 
I am striving to understand others.” Both of these students 
reflect the predominant attitude of the class toward writing; 
they recognized that writing required the communication of 
ideas and that a meaningful exchange of ideas cannot occur 
without respect and open-mindedness.

Because the scenarios are based on real-world situations, 

the students also connect the scenarios to other areas of their 
lives, which I hope then encourages them to transfer the skills 
they learn to situations outside of the composition classroom, 
in other words to activate transfer. Graff points out the impor-
tance of that in training students to deal with the real world, 
and this is precisely what the scenario approach tries to ac-
complish. Students are not just learning to communicate in 
order to develop arguments; they are using skills that should 
be relevant to their majors, their professions, and their personal 
lives. In analyzing the scenarios, students examine situations 
that they could potentially have faced already in their lives 
and understand them from a less personal perspective. In 
the scenario with the employer’s requirement for exercise, 
students initially reacted to the very situation at hand, but 
after class discussion, most students were beginning to talk 
about personal responsibility and liberty, the importance for 
education, and even the role of the government, which were 
topics that prepared them to analyze the articles.

According to the results of the survey mentioned above, 
my students viewed writing in their composition class as rel-
evant to other areas of their lives. One composition student 
explained that the writing in the class was important because it 
made her a “more well-rounded person” by “requiring [her] to 
think critically.” Another student acknowledged that writing in 
this class “will help [him] get into [his] major,” where he could 
foresee many writing exercises. He went on to explain that 
success in classes outside of the course I was teaching rested 
on writing ability. Several students’ responses, the previous 
two included, acknowledged the importance of their writing 
skills that rely on critical analysis and subsequently logical, 
thorough argumentation to transfer to studies in their major, 
work in their professional field, and their ability to reason in 
their everyday lives.

The scenarios have had proven results in my classroom 
and also in my own education. As a result of this approach, my 
students engage in respectful discussion to formulate their own 
ideas into logical, well-supported arguments. Furthermore, in 
using scenarios in teaching composition, I see my students 
develop transferrable skills beyond my classroom, which is 
of increasing importance in this age.

Works Cited

Graff, Gerald. Beyond the Culture Wars: How Teaching the 
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Apparently Baby Boomer and Gen X teachers can now 
be lumped into a new category: Digital Immigrants. We both 
share a waking memory of a time when we fumbled with VCR 
timers, cringed to the cries of dialing modems, and patiently 
waited for phone calls on landlines. We are reminded of the 
generational digital divide and the perception that we are 
fuddy-duddies incapable of keeping pace with our students’ 
voracious consumption of social media, right? Don’t believe 
the hype.

This is not a “sky is falling” article about how we 
have failed to meet the needs of the digital natives in our 
classrooms. We are not missing any inherent skills; we just 
need a little imagination as to how we can best integrate these 
features into our classes. The great news is that the technol-
ogy exists and it’s free! So let me disarm you with a few easy 
questions: Can you attach a file to your e-mail? Have you 
forwarded a link? Have you posted a photo to Facebook? If 
you can answer yes to any of the previous questions, you are 
more than qualified to tinker and create interactive content 
via the Google Docs Forms feature.

Many of you may already have a Gmail or Google 
account but may not have poked around the various other 
features linked in the omnipresent black bar looming above 
the frame. For those of you who don’t have a Gmail or Google 
account, getting one is easy, and free. Just go to Google.com 
and create one. Once you sign up for a Google account, you 
have access to a buffet of free tools that can immediately im-
pact how you communicate with your students (Blogger, Docs, 
YouTube playlists, Google Reader, Google Sites, etc.) The 
focus of this article, however, is a tool tucked within Google 
Docs called Forms. Think of Google Docs as an aesthetically 
limited Microsoft Office suite (Word, PowerPoint, Excel), but 
with easier sharing/collaborating options.

I know the most valuable commodity among teachers is 
time. Any inclusion of a new activity, content, or technology 
must pass a simple test: what is the return on this investment? 
Google Forms is a survey maker and features an intuitive 
interface, takes minutes to create and share, and can be turned 
quickly over to students to begin their own inquiry and inter-
pretation of data. The survey results can be reviewed through 

technology in the classroom

using google tools to help students become 
independent researchers

brian turnbaugh

spreadsheets or series of pie charts and bar graphs. The look 
of the data hinges upon how the question was framed in the 
survey. However, the most essential components of the survey 
are its inclusion of the opinions of all students and the critical 
thinking drawn from evidence the students helped generate. 
When students actively participate and support their positions 
drawn from their evidence, we are reinforcing the best frames 
of solid argumentative form. I will share with you a few ideas 
using the Google Forms feature that you can immediately 
slip into your classroom for activities that punch up class 
conversation and prime students for connections to themes.

I first explored the Forms feature while I was teaching 
a media literacy class at District 94 Community High School. 
For years I had wanted a way to easily compile data of the 
media habits of my students. What media do they consume? 
How often? Are there any current trends? These were impor-
tant questions for reflection, but where was I going to find the 
time to pour over paper surveys and analyze the findings and 
present the data back to students? This was a stalled initiative 
until the discovery of Google Forms surveys. This tool opened 
up an opportunity to develop more thoughtful questions and 
to present the data dynamically.

The survey tool offers the following options for ques-
tions: Text, Paragraph Text, Multiple Choice, Check Boxes, 
Choose from a List, Scale, and Grid. Choosing the most ap-
propriate option(s) must be a central focus during the design 
stage of your survey, as the eventual visual display of data 
(pie charts, bar graphs, etc.) depends on it. I included basic 
media consumption questions like “How much time did you 
spend watching TV today?”, “How many times per day do you 
monitor your social network status? (Facebook, Twitter...),” 
and “How did you get the news today?” I linked to the survey 
from the class web page; however, there are many ways to 
share the survey that do not require any commitment to a web 
host (see link at bottom of the page).

As we unpacked the results of this survey of their peers, 
my students and I discovered surprises (maybe we watch less 

Technology in the Classroom continued on page 11
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Encyclopedic Knowledge continued from page 7

sharing. Here are the first few lines of my sample:

I am Mrs. Krause, teacher of freshman and 
junior English students at Palatine High School.

I am #37 out of over 150 people who either 
were born into or married into my dad’s side of 
the family since it started with his parents’ mar-
riage in 1920.

I am Jen, wife to Carl (#107) for 16 years.

I am Momma, mother to Kaitlin (#115) and 
Emily (#125).

I am Jennifer, daughter to Don and Helen 
and sibling to two brothers and three sisters.

I am Aunt Jenny to ten nieces and 13 neph-
ews, baker of their favorite desserts when we 
gather for many of our family functions.

I have a strange ability to remember un-
important phone numbers like my daughters’ 
orthodontist and my grammar school friends.

With that, I send them home to produce their own “X-
Amining Me” entry for the next day, and before the end of 
the first week of school, the Encyclopedia project is up and 
running!

Over the past three years, I realized that the key to 
ensuring students steadily work toward completing all 26 
entries is organization. Because of this, I insist that students 
only submit entries in their “Encyclopedia of Me” folder that 
I purchase for them at the beginning of the year. In the left-
hand pocket, I give each student a blank “title tracking sheet” 
on which they record the date, title and format of each entry 
they submit. Before turning in their folders each week, they 
must log the entry’s title on this sheet and then put it in the 

right-hand pocket, newest entry on top. This extra attention 
to detail makes grading the entries more streamlined and 
efficient, and students appreciate the privacy that a closed 
folder affords them when handing their work up for collection.

Inevitably, students complain of running out of entry 
ideas midway through the year. To help them out of this rut, I 
provide them with an alphabetized list of entry ideas gleaned 
from student suggestions and actual entry titles. I also direct 
them to my website where I maintain a gallery of “Gold Star” 
entries. I award a gold star to the best entries each week and 
ask students to share them with me via email. After removing 
their names from the files, I convert their Word documents 
into PDFs and link them to the website. These entries serve 
as inspiration for the creatively challenged and as testament 
to how wonderfully students can write when given a little bit 
of freedom.

I encourage you to browse the “Gold Star Entry” portion 
of my website. I’m hopeful you’ll see why I love this project. 
Nothing else in my 20 years of teaching has provided me this 
caliber of student writing or this window into my students’ 
lives. Sure, they aren’t all Gold Star entries (like the predict-
able and oft-repeated odes to Justin Bieber and rants on the 
crowded hallways), but more often than not, I read entries that 
make me shake my head in wonder, shed a tear in empathy 
or laugh out loud in appreciation. My students consistently 
amaze me with their creativity and insight and make me proud 
to be their English teacher.

PDF versions of the handouts referenced in this article 
can be found online at www.phs.d211.org/english/krausejm/
encyclopedia_of_me.htm

Works Cited

Rosenthal, Amy Krouse. Encyclopedia of an Ordinary Life. 
New York: Three Rivers Press, 2005. Print.

Zielske, Cathy. Cathy Zielske’s Blog. 2007–2012. Web. 30 
July 2012. 

What’s New continued from page 6
IATE has been a supporter of the Rebecca Caudill 

Young Readers’ Book Award since its inception and is proud 
to continue that support as the award moves into the future. 
Be sure to attend the IATE fall conference session “What’s 
New in Young Adult Literature” presented by Donna Blackall 

from the RCYRBA Steering Committee and Deb Will, IMC 
Coordinator from Zion-Benton High School. It will feature 
book talks on many of the 2013 Caudill books as well young 
adult books for high school students. 
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Technology in the Classroom continued from page 9

TV than we originally thought), and we also discovered and 
discussed some flaws in my survey questions. (For example, 
my ceiling for the number of texts sent per day was 100, but 
one student said his or her sister had sent 24,000 texts that 
month!) Both the interpretation of the data and the review of 
the survey design served as fodder for a rich discussion fueled 
by the authentic content generated by the class. Each question 
opened up a different angle as to how we can understand the 
potential benefits such as interactivity and access to informa-
tion and entertainment; however, we also confronted the more 
problematic findings that reveal our distractions and incredible 
time and financial investments with such media consumption. 
(Link to Media Diet Survey—tinyurl.com/c3a8lj5)

The results of a media diet survey would readily con-
nect to the themes of our expanding canon of dystopian lit-
erature such as Brave New World, Fahrenheit 451, 1984, and 
now Hunger Games. Of course, the data from any thematic 
questionnaire could bridge student experience to the themes 
and issues present in the work. Why not expand the use of 
the survey to include gender themes during a Taming of the 
Shrew unit (Gender Survey—Guys: tinyurl.com/cucn9ea) or 
a survey on the views of political power and loyalty during 
Julius Caesar?

The real fun begins when students use Google Forms 
to conduct their own research. Our school issued Google 
accounts to all of our staff and students, so we were able to 
jump in immediately without time spent creating accounts 
and passwords for students. While many schools may enjoy 
this perk, I realize many others do not have Google accounts 
for their students. I would recommend that you have students 

sign up for a Google account outside of class if possible, as it 
will avoid a possible registration block in the computer lab. 
Creating so many accounts from the same IP address might 
slow down the process.

Remember that the issue for students will not be whether 
they can create the form; rather, the concern will be whether 
the quality of questions will elicit desired data to work with 
their initial hypothesis. A discussion of how they want to 
shape or elicit responses is important. (The concerns students 
raised about the questions in my own survey served as a good 
starting point for this discussion.)

Students in the media literacy class used Google Forms 
while they conducted research to determine specific brand 
dominance among their peers such as the North Face or 
Monster Energy Drinks. They created a hypothesis, drafted 
surveys, earned green-light approval from me, and sent their 
surveys through e-mail and their own social media networks 
like Facebook and Twitter. Once the data collection process 
was complete, the students were in control of the interpretation 
of the data and had to defend their inferences during a class 
presentation. That they cultivated the data added a confidence 
and academic maturity to their research.

For those of you interested in learning more, I’ve cre-
ated a companion web page with links to samples and tutorials 
about how to create Google Forms. You’ll find this resource at 
wegoap.blogspot.com/p/iate.html. Here I will show you some 
tricks of the survey trade, including how to shorten long links 
using tinyurl.com. By the way, in case you are concerned with 
aligning such activities with Common Core standards, you 
can find assurance in SL.5. for grades 9–12. 
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In the spring Newsletter, IATE President Angelo Bo-
nadonna mentioned that we are recruiting “new energies” to 
our organization. As District Leader Coordinator, I would like 
to introduce four of our newest recruits.

Andrea Cobbett, Barb Chidley, Danny Wilson, and 
Bryan Dunn have joined our organization as District Lead-
ers. Andrea is representing the Cook County West Suburban/
DuPage County District and Barb the Northwestern District, 
while both Danny and Bryan are serving the Southern District.

We still need leaders for the following districts, though, 
and if you’d be willing to serve, please don’t hesitate to email 
me at medrano@sxu.edu.

Black Hawk

Marquette

Mississippi Valley

Peoria

Rock River

Wabash Valley

Western Suburban

A complete list of districts and their leaders can be found 
online at www.iateonline.org/.

welcome aboard! iate introduces and welcomes 
newest district leaders

carol medrano

In Other News
Even with all the work involved with hosting the NCTE 

Conference in Chicago, the IATE Conference in February, 
and the upcoming IATE Conference in October, at least one 
district leader, Heloise Pechan from the Northeast District, is 
busy planning district events for the fall and winter.

She reports that: 

After polling my colleagues at McHenry 
East and West High Schools, I determined that 
they would like the opportunity for more profes-
sional development. Specifically, they said they 
wanted new and interesting ways to teach gram-
mar and ELL students. Thus, I enlisted the aid 
of two IATE members who will be helping me 
set up two events in the late fall in the McHenry 
area, most likely one at each high school. We will 
communicate via IATE member e-mail, so watch 
your inboxes and help us spread the word!”

Also, our district wanted more social and 
networking opportunities with teachers outside 
their schools, so we will be going on an outing 
to see the Chicago Shakespeare Theater produc-
tion of Julius Caesar around February 8. This 
will be dress rehearsal week, so our group rate, 
preproduction tickets will be around $37 apiece. 
Look for more info in your inboxes in early fall. 
I am in contact with the director of group sales at 
the theater, and I will begin taking ticket orders 
from you as soon as tickets become available to 
purchase. Who of us has not taught the mighty 
Caesar (I just did, this past May), and who of us 
could not use a little professional inspiration to 
stage our own classroom dramas? I certainly 
could!

Once again, if you are not sure which district you are 
in, or who your district leader is, or if you are interested in 
becoming a district leader yourself, please contact me, Carol 
Medrano, IATE District Leader Coordinator, at medrano@
sxu.edu. 

Andrea Cobbett Danny Wilson
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Finishing a conference schedule is like ending a school 
year. My classroom reminds me of all I still have left to do: 
returning carts of paperback novels to storage, passing stu-
dents’ writing portfolios on to their next teacher, and filing 
materials from the tornado that I loosely call a “desk.” There’s 
no room for all the journals, magazines and lesson plans that 
I have picked up at conferences or created during the year, 
and while I can’t bear to throw anything away, I have to stop 
surveying the aftermath and do something to create order. So 
it has been with the fall conference, a whirlwind of letters and 
emails finally culminating in a schedule.

My mind, like yours and, according to the linguistic 
experts, virtually every human’s, thinks in metaphors. We are 
wired to create meaning with metaphor even if it consists of 
connecting conference schedules and hectic school years to 
the rush of a tornadic wind and the chaos of its aftermath. In 
fact, George Lakoff, a cognitive linguist, said that metaphor 
is essential to human thought. Psychology Today published 
an article in 2011 about how we use metaphors to tell our life 
stories. Everything from politics to religion to art to history, 
everything we humans think and do is connected in one way 
or another to story.

Our fall conference theme is “Celebrating Students and 
Story,” and I would guess that many of us became English 
educators not only because we love literature but also because 
we are storytellers. There is something of the actor, the poet, 
the journalist, or the novelist in us all. Our membership re-
sponded to the call for presentations about “story” with all 
kinds of terrific proposals; in fact, the greatest problem that 
conference attendees will have is in choosing which session 
to attend.

The difficulty of the choice led me to try something new, 
the encore session. I chose three sessions—one on young-adult 
literature, one on creative writing, and one on Common Core 
Standards—for “repeat” performances. I hope this makes it 

fall conference

celebrating students and story: how to meet common 
core standards while teaching the stories we love

cheryl staley
just a little easier to select which sessions you will attend by 
giving you a second chance to attend some of the sessions.

Our keynote speaker will be Millie Davis, whose pre-
sentation will focus on insuring that we and our students will 
have access to those important and powerful books that some 
would attempt to censor. Davis is director of the Division of 
Communications and Affiliate Services, at NCTE. She directs 
NCTE’s Anti-Censorship Center; its communications, media, 
and public relations activities; its programs for affiliates and 
assemblies; and its grassroots advocacy efforts. A former 
high school English teacher and adviser of an award-winning 
literary magazine, Davis continues to teach writing whenever 
possible: with the Educational Justice Program at the Danville 
Correctional Center; at Parkland College in Champaign; and 
at the Osher Lifelong Center (OLLI) at the University of Il-
linois, Urbana-Champaign.

Everyone really should plan to stay for the whole 
conference. We are going to have a mystery dinner during 
our Friday evening banquet, Murder in a Speakeasy, to be 
followed by the President’s Reception which also will have 
a speakeasy theme. All of you flappers and sheiks should 
wear your boas and your bowler hats, and we will take a few 
pictures with a Roaring Twenties background. Musicians and 
comedians are encouraged to perform. (What happens in a a 
speakeasy stays in a speakeasy.)

On Saturday morning the Illinois State Writing Project 
is sponsoring a session with Cynthia Dean from the University 
of Maine–Augusta. Dr. Dean will share her experiences in the 
funding and launching of high school writing centers. There 
will be other terrific sessions on Saturday morning, and we will 
conclude the conference with a luncheon. The guest speaker, 
Susan Van Kirk, will tell one of the most important stories of 
all, “A Teacher’s Story.” Her speech will include anecdotes 
from her book The Education of a Teacher: Including Dirty 
Books and Pointed Looks. 

      For more conference info or to post comments,
                     log on to the newly remodeled  IATE website today:
                      www.iateonline.org
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IATE FALL CONFERENCE 2012
CALL FOR SESSION CHAIRS/RECORDERS

The Conference Committee is looking for session chairs/recorders to help presenters by seating latecomers and 
distributing handouts. In addition, at the end of the session, chairs/recorders will sign or initial an attendance 
log for each person present. 

Please consider serving as a chair/recorder at the 2012 IATE Fall Conference. To volunteer, please complete and 
mail this form on or before September 18 to:

Cheryl Staley, IATE Conference Chair
Carbondale Community High School
1301 E. Walnut
Carbondale, IL  62910

You may also email the information to cheryl.staley@cchs165.com.

Name: ____________________________________________________________________

School: ___________________________________________________________________

Email: ____________________________________________________________________

I will chair/record any session on

 ___ Friday morning

 ___ Friday afternoon

 ___ Saturday morning

I will chair/record the following session(s) (please specify below): 



IATE FALL 2012 CONFERENCE
Celebrating Students and Story

Illinois Association of Teachers of English
October 19–20, 2012

Marriott Hotel and Conference Center, Normal, Illinois

REGISTRATION FORM

DUE BY SEPTEMBER 26, 2012

Name           School       
School Address          City        
County      Zip      IATE District       
Circle Level:  Elementary     Jr. High/Middle School    High School     College/University
Home Address          City        
Zip Code          Preferred E-mail      
Home Phone          Address for IATE Mailings (Circle One): Home     School

SEND THIS FORM AND CHECK TO: IATE, CAMPUS BOX 4240, ENGLISH, ISU, NORMAL, IL 61790-4240 

Questions? Call (309) 438-3957 or email mryan@lchs.k12.il.us or lmoncz@ilstu.edu

There will be an additional $20.00 registration charge for on-site registration. Please, register now!

REGISTRATION OPTIONS
Make Checks Payable to IATE

Please Check Here If You Prefer a Vegetarian Meal ____ or Vegan Meal ____

#

STUDENT REGISTRATION
___ Friday & Saturday                 $40.00
(includes Friday lunch and dinner; Saturday lunch)
___ Saturday ONLY (lunch included)              $25.00
___ IATE Membership (new)                 FREE
(Check here if not already a member)

              Amount Enclosed $_____

IATE MEMBER REGISTRATION
___ Friday & Saturday              $200.00
(includes Friday lunch and dinner; Saturday lunch)
___ Saturday ONLY (lunch included)            $100.00
___ IATE Membership Renewal              $_____
(Regular $25.00, Patron $30.00, Retired $5.00)
PLEASE ADD:
___ Donation to the 2012 Student Lunch Fund         $_____

              Amount Enclosed $_____

FIRST YEAR TEACHER REGISTRATION
___ Friday & Saturday              $175.00
(includes Friday lunch and dinner; Saturday lunch)
___ Saturday ONLY (lunch included)              $75.00
___ IATE Membership (new)                FREE
(Check here if not already a member)

              Amount Enclosed $_____

NON-MEMBER REGISTRATION
___ Friday & Saturday              $235.00
(includes Friday lunch and dinner; Saturday lunch)
___ Saturday ONLY (lunch included)            $135.00

              Amount Enclosed $_____

___ I want to attend the Saturday special. Registration is limited to the first 40 registered. Your notification will be in your 
conference packet at registration. (See conference preview for more information.)
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IATE Conference Schedule
October 19–20, 2012

Bloomington-Normal Marriott Hotel and Conference Center, Normal, Illinois
Celebrating Students and Story

Thursday, October 18, 2012
5:30 p.m.–6:30 p.m.   IATE Executive Council Dinner
6:30 p.m.–8:30 p.m.   IATE Executive Council Meeting

Friday, October 19, 2012
7:30 a.m.–5:00 p.m.   Registration
8:00 a.m.–8:50 a.m.   Breakout Session A
8:30 a.m.–9:50 a.m.   Workshop I
10:00 a.m.–11:00 a.m.  Annual Business Meeting; Guest Speaker, Millie Davis (Plenary 1)
11:00 a.m.–11:30 a.m.  Book Exhibits Visitation
11:30 a.m.–12:20 p.m.  Breakout Session B
12:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m.  Lunch and Author of the Year, Chris Ware (Plenary 2)
1:30 p.m.–2:00 p.m.   Break Exhibits Visitation
2:00 p.m.–3:20 p.m.   Workshop II
2:30 p.m.–3:20 p.m.   Breakout Session C
3:30 p.m.–4:00 p.m.   Book Exhibits Visitation
3:30 p.m.–4:50 p.m.   “Let’s Talk”: Larry Johannessen New Teacher Forum
4:00 p.m.–4:50 p.m.   Breakout Session D
6:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m.   Banquet, Mystery Dinner (Plenary 3)
8:00 p.m.   President’s Reception: A Night at the Speakeasy

Saturday, October 20
8:00 a.m.–10:00 a.m.  Registration
8:15 a.m.–9:45 p.m.   Workshop III
10:00 a.m.–10:50 a.m.  Breakout Session E
11:00 a.m.–11:50 a.m.  Breakout Session F
12:00 p.m.–1:15 p.m.  Past President’s Lunch and Guest Speaker, Susan Van Kirk
1:30 p.m.    Executive Council Meeting
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THURSDAY, OCTOBER 18

5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Executive Board Meeting and 
Dinner

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 19

7:30 a.m. Registration Opens; Book Exhibits Open; Con-
tinental Breakfast Provided

8:00 a.m. to 8:50 a.m. Breakout Session A
A1  Russ Anderson, William Fremd High School
 Jaclyn DeRose Han, William Fremd High School
Building a 1:1 Classroom
We are currently piloting iPads with a wide range of learn-
ers. In this session we will discuss the perils and promise of 
using tablets in the high school classroom, provide insights 
into which apps engage and excite student learning, and show 
how to navigate the logistics of designing and implementing 
a 1:1 curriculum using iPads.

A2  Natalie McLean, Carbondale Community High  
 School 
Finding Truth in Fiction: Using Dystopian Literature to 
Promote Social Awareness in Students
This session focuses on a unit that uses pairings of classi-
cal novels with current young adult dystopian literature, 
including titles such as Fahrenheit 451 and Matched, to raise 
student awareness of social issues while also creating inter-
est in reading. A variety of Common Core-aligned activities 
and assessment options make the unit fun and applicable to 
various levels.

A3  Mark Sujak, Morton East High School 
Digital Storytelling and the Common Core: Using Student-
Created Media to Develop Media and Literacy Skills
This interactive session focuses on providing students the 
skills to use easily accessible technology such as cell phones 
and digital cameras to produce their own media. Participants 
will leave with methods for deconstructing student work to 

iate conference program 
Celebrating Students and Story

enhance media literacy instruction that aligns with the Com-
mon Core standards.

A4 Norman Boyer, St. Xavier University
 Breeanna Greska, St. Xavier University
 Angelo Bondonna, St. Xavier Univeristy
Young Adult Fiction as Therapy for Readers: Discussion with 
a Young Novelist and Her Mentor
Young adult novels can be therapeutic, especially those that 
help young adults identify and understand their own or a 
friend’s problems. Join the author of an unpublished young 
adult novel on eating disorders and her Honors Program 
mentor for a reading from her novel and a discussion of her 
thoughts about bibliotherapy.

8:30 a.m. to 9:50 a.m. Workshop Session I
I-A Elizabeth Kahn, James B. Conant High School
 Thomas M. McCann, Northern Illinois University
 Carolyn Calhoun Walter, University High, University  
 of Chicago Laboratory Schools 
Teaching Students to Write Arguments About 
Challenging Texts
This workshop will demonstrate a structured process approach 
to writing instruction. Promoting student interaction and 
engagement, the activity sequence introduces strategies for 
interpreting texts and basic elements of argument that move 
learners toward increasingly complex expressions, including 
synthesis of various sources of information and attention to 
competing points of view.

I-B Gary Anderson, William Fremd High School
 Emily Hayes, Morthland College
 Tony Romano, William Fremd High School 
Igniting Student Bloggers: Using Creative Nonfiction to Con-
nect to Online Audiences
When students know their writing will be read by wide audi-
ences, they take their language seriously and make exciting 
choices. In this interactive session, participants will discover 
and explore how to use creative nonfiction techniques to 
launch student blogs that are alive with powerful ideas, im-
agery, and intellectual curiosity.

I-C Becky D’Angelo, Edison Elementary
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 Nancy Calas, Edison Elementary
 Marjorie Hillocks, Washington Elementary 
Role Playing: Collaboration
How do students learn to write highly elaborated compositions 
with logic and clarity? This presentation will emphasize the 
key elements of a structured approach to writing with an em-
phasis on prewriting activities, the power of peer interaction, 
and inquiry-based learning. Using the classroom activities 
such as a collaborative narrative—“The Playground Bully”—
and a role-playing simulation—“Colonial Elmtown”—stu-
dents will connect to the power of a story.

I-D Andrea Cobbett, West Chicago Community High 
 School
 Mary Howard, West Chicago Community High  
 School
 Patricia Santella, North Lawndale College Prep High  
 School
Inquiry-Based Approaches to Redesigning Curriculum: The 
Role of Common Core State Standards and Nonfiction in the 
English Classroom
Meaningful curricular changes in the wake of CCSS can be 
fun! Presenters will share their story of effective leadership 
practices as their department wrestled with the challenge of 
CCSS alignment. Sample lessons will be provided. Partici-
pants will design inquiry-based lessons using nonfiction as 
gateways to learning or assessments for learning.

10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Plenary Session I 
Business Meeting and Featured Speaker 
Millie Davis, Director,  
NCTE’s Anti-Censorship Center
Story is basic to everything we do in English and literacy 
instruction, and we teachers, and our students, must have 
the right to read the texts we choose. We need literature that 
grabs us by the gut and opens our minds and hearts to the 
human experience because it provides the best opportunities 
to think deeply and critically. It’s that critical thinking and 
learning about other worlds and experiences in texts that lead 
our students to meet the educational objectives of the course, 
curriculum, and the state standards. But some think otherwise, 
and it’s likely that at some point someone will object to one 
of those good, gut-gripping, standards-fulfilling texts you’ve 
selected. The good news is that there’s something you can do 
to ensure your students have the right to read…and NCTE 
can help!

11:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Book Exhibits Visitation

11:30 a.m. to 12:20 p.m. Breakout Session B
B1 Alana M. Drude, Homewood-Flossmoor High  
 School 
It’s Not All About Me: Knowing When to Move Away from 
the Personal Narrative
When responding to ACT writing prompts, students com-
monly rely on their own stories to support their positions; 
however, students who score well on these tests often move 
beyond personal anecdotes. Participants in this session will 
learn strategies to encourage students to move toward more re-
sourceful, concrete, and relevant support for their arguments.

B2 Tamara Jaffe-Notier, Niles West High School
Carol Friedman, Evanston Township High School
The End of a Story—Structure as Dramatic Tension in The 
Things They Carried
This session will present techniques for focusing student at-
tention on how structural elements in “Enemies,” “Friends,” 
and “How to Tell a True War Story,” develop meaning in the 
novel The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien. We will focus 
on the tension in these stories between structure and theme, 
as well as the larger critical question: What is the relationship 
between art and truth?

B3 Erik J. Borne, Addison Trail High School
Finding The Lost Generation’s Story in the Common Core 
Standards
Hemingway and Fitzgerald are slowly being buried outside 
of the canon, but this session will highlight an Understanding 
by Design (UbD) unit emphasizing how “The Lost Genera-
tion’s” stories are relevant to this generation of students. Short 
stories are selected to reinforce essential skills (critical reading 
strategies, varied writing responses, speaking and listening) 
supporting the common core.

B4  Ryan L. Smith, Naperville North High School
Using Multimodal Texts in the Writing Classroom
One of the struggles educators face is teaching reading and 
writing with traditional, print-based texts to students who 
see the world through a multimodal, screen-based lens. What 
pedagogies and resources are available to educators as they 
strive to teach this new generation of student? This session will 
explore the benefit of the latest multimodal writing resources, 
like podcasting, and their role in promoting the fundamental 
principles of writing. 
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B5  Melina Probst, Northern Illinois University
 Nicole Boudreau Smith, Northern Illinois University 
“Only Connect”: Building the Bridge between Theory and 
Practice to Encourage Meaningful Learning
English teachers today face problems with encouraging mean-
ingful learning. While they’ve studied theories that promote 
effective learning, often, the theoretical approach falls apart 
in practice. This presentation explains why this disconnect 
between theory and instruction occurs. Teacher and MA 
candidate Nicole Boudreau Smith (Northern Illinois Univer-
sity) and teacher and PhD student Melina Probst (Northern 
Illinois University) argue that pedagogical theory, properly 
contextualized, is the key to bridging this gap and producing 
students who are effective writers.

Boudreau Smith begins this session by sharing the results of 
a study of six teachers at three diverse high schools in Illinois 
and the extent to which the teachers’ application of research 
in methods of instruction promotes or inhibits meaningful 
learning. Probst will show, through Writing Across the Cur-
riculum (WAC) theory, how students do not connect what 
they are learning in English to other areas of their lives, 
particularly their academic lives. Then, the presenters will 
provide examples from the classroom of how to apply theory 
in practice, in both high school and university settings. 

12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. Plenary Session 2 
Illinois Author of the Year Luncheon

1:30 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. Book Exhibit Visitation

2:00 p.m. to 3:20 p.m. Workshop Session II
II-A Mark H. Larson, Glencoe Study Center
Robert S. Boone, Glencoe Study Center
Deborah Larson, Glencoe Study Center
Short, Sweet, and Complete: Ten Ways to Write a Short Story 
in One Class Period
Teachers interested in new approaches to teaching clear, hon-
est prose will learn proven 
methods for prompting students to start and complete short 
story drafts within a single class period. Participants will 
choose subjects, complete drafts, share writing, and discuss 
the implementation of this technique within and beyond to-
day’s English classroom.

II-B Jordan Catapano, James B. Conant High School

The Role of Stories in Argumentation
 One of the ultimate techniques for clarifying and arguing your 
perspective is to humanize your argument by incorporating 
effective stories. This seminar focuses on demonstrating how 
stories can be utilized within many kinds of argumentative 
writings and how to help students understand and embrace 
the argumentative power of good stories. 

II-C Andrea Cobbett, West Chicago Community High  
 School
 Melanie Kleimola, East Aurora High School
 Patricia Santella, North Lawndale College Prep High  
 School
 Katie Wood, West Chicago Community High School
Stories from the Front Lines: Common Core State Standards 
in Action through Inquiry-Based Learning
Teachers are in the trenches fighting the battle against 
mandates, but implementing the Common Core need not 
be a struggle. In this collaborative session, presenters will 
demonstrate inquiry-based approaches to English, including 
a simulation for The Hunger Games, multimodal literacy, 
and state test prep lessons that improve learning with CCSS.

II-D Lisa Thetard, Illinois State University
Common Core State Standards Reading for Information: 
Comprehending Others’ Stories
In this workshop, we will examine Anchor Standards 1–9, 
Reading for Information, to identify the skill progression our 
language arts students must master in order to appreciate the 
stories often found in quality nonfiction essays and articles. 
Based on the work of Lucy Calkins, an interaction simulation 
activity—one you can use with your students—will model 
clear targets for instruction and assessment of comprehension 
skills. After an extended discussion and resource sharing, 
participants will leave with a Reading for Information skills 
framework ready for immediate implementation in their 
classrooms.

2:30 p.m. to 3:20 p.m. Breakout Session C
C1 Jen Schuemelfeder, Naperville North High School 
Effective and Efficient: Getting the Most Out of Your Response 
to Student Writing
Do you want to spend less time providing feedback on student 
writing and improve the quality of the feedback you provide? 
This presentation will present current research in the field of 
efficient and effective formative feedback on student writing, 
with a focus on strategies for immediate implementation in 
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the classroom.

C2 Janice Witherspoon Neuleib, Illinois State University
Using Fairy Tales and Folk Stories to Teach Writing
Participants will discuss familiar (and not so familiar) stories 
such as “Cinderella,” “The Ugly Duckling,” “Little Red Rid-
ing Hood,” and “The Crescent Moon Bear.” The session will 
demonstrate methods of using these stories in small group 
discussions for producing writing topics. Guided-question 
techniques and methods of directing group inquiry will lead 
the discussions. The session will end with writing assignments 
that evolve from the discussions of the tales.

C3 Jack Haines, Joliet Junior College
 Sarah Quirk, Waubonsee Community College
 Mike Pearson, Naperville North High School
Our Stories/Your Stories: Connecting Curricula and Conver-
sations from High School through College
As students progress through high school and college, how do 
instructors: capitalize on AP students’ literacy practices and 
augment those of less-well-prepared students, bridge the gaps 
of students lacking successful literacy practices, and reconcile 
our obligations with regard to standardized testing frameworks 
vis-à-vis authentic reading and writing experiences?

C4. Claire Walter, Oak Park and River Forest High School 
Super Power Play: Irresponsible Authority in Literature
This session will highlight a cross-cultural approach to teach-
ing themes of power and authority in the high school English 
classroom. Using the historical backdrops of World War II 
and the Korean War, respectively, this session will provide 
materials for teaching William Golding’s Lord of the Flies in 
tandem with Korean author Yi Munyol’s Our Twisted Hero. 
This approach allows students the opportunity to grapple with 
complex ideas by drawing concrete connections between text 
and historical context to generate evidence-based arguments.

C4 Stephen E. Rayburn, University Laboratory High 
School, Urbana
My Story in the World: Narrative in Research
“My Story in the World” asks students to tell a personal 
narrative then place that narrative into a larger context. This 
presentation will lay out the basics of the project and discuss 
variations, including multimodal.

C5 Byung-In Seo, Chicago State University
This Is Who I Am: A Senior Portfolio Project

When seniors graduate from high school, one part of their 
lives has ended. This project gives them an opportunity to 
document their identities at this point in their lives. They get 
to tell the stories of who they are while engaging in writing 
activities. Suggested materials and timeline will be provided. 

C6 Ronald Neurauter, Westmont High School
 Michelle Torrise, Westmont High School
 Jamie Mahmoud, Westmont High School
A Digital Storytelling Unit That Engages Students and the 
Common Core Standards
Our English 9 students enjoyed the storytelling elements found 
in the works of Sherman Alexie. In an attempt to become 
storytellers themselves, they interviewed parents or family 
members about life-changing moments. They wrote these 
stories and used them for scripts to create digital biographi-
cal sketches in Windows Movie Maker. We will present the 
journey these students took which culminated in an evening 
presentation to the community at the public library.

3:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Book Exhibit Visitation

3:30 p.m. to 4:50 p.m. Special “Let’s Talk” Session
The Larry Johannessen New Teacher Forum
Thomas McCann, Associate Professor at Northern Illinois 
University, and Dianne Chambers, Coordinator of English 
Education at Elmhurst College, will facilitate this open discus-
sion session to discuss fears, hopes, and strategies for success 
in teaching. Student teachers and teachers in their first and 
second year of service are invited to talk about challenges and 
victories. Experienced teachers and others who care about 
the struggles of novice teachers are encouraged to attend and 
share their ideas.

4:00 p.m. to 4:50 p.m. Breakout Session D
D1 Marnie Heim, Batavia High School
Aimee Miller, Batavia High School 
Their Eyes Were Watching God: Connecting to Janie’s Story
Zora Neale Hurston’s unique language and writing style serve 
to enhance her storytelling, which is a style students can 
replicate to tell their own stories as they embrace their own 
cultural identity. Teachers will receive activities and lesson 
plan ideas for use in the classroom.
 
 D2. Janell Cleland, Warren Township High School
 Devin Daughtery, Warren Township High School 
Becoming a Reading Teacher
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A veteran educator and an AmeriCorps volunteer who work 
in a nonprofit organization preparing first-generation students 
for college tell the story of helping their students become 
passionate and proficient readers. They will share a document 
that provides a way to name the invisible process of reading 
and provides practical strategies for engaging adolescents 
owning their own process.

D3 Norman Boyer, St. Xavier University
Angelo Bonadonna, St. Xavier University
Annie Kelly, St. Xavier University
We’re All New Teachers Again: Approaching and Addressing 
the Common Core Standards
Join a panel for a guided open discussion of the Common 
Core Standards and approaches to their implementation. The 
panel includes an undergraduate English language arts teacher 
candidate, a middle school department head and reading 
specialist, and two English education instructors. Bring your 
issues and ideas, and we’ll bring ours.

D4 Deborah Will, Zion-Benton Township High School 
Donna Blackall, retired
What’s New in Young Adult Literature?
Want to get your students excited about books? Want to hear 
about recently published works that engage your middle 
school and high school readers? This is the session for you! 
Titles from the newly announced Rebecca Caudill Young 
Readers’ Book Award and Abraham Lincoln Illinois High 
School Book Award lists will be presented. You will also find 
out how to participate in these awards to get your students 
involved!

D5 Jeff Scheur, Whitney M. Young Magnet High School 
Feedback, Grading, and Grammar
This session will help teachers save tons of red ink while 
enabling students to improve quickly on the grammar, me-
chanics, and usage concepts that give them difficulty. The 
tool I’ll share automatically generates grammar questions 
from students’ favorite celebrities, interests, and Facebook 
friends, and then leverages adaptive learning and color-coded 
heat maps to guide improvement.

D6 Katherine Dzielawa, Northeastern Illinois University
Vanessa Ruiz, Northeastern Illinois University
Media Unleashed: Unmasking Narratives Multimodally
The daily bombardment of media provokes our society 
to become impervious to the narratives that live within 

advertisements, the internet, television, art, and music. With 
the use of multimodal invention strategies, students will utilize 
these narratives as a means of discovering, expressing, and 
personalizing their connection to the world.

5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Connections/Social Hour

6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Plenary Session 3:
Annual Banquet (Mystery Dinner)

8:00 p.m. President’s Reception: A Night at the Speakeasy

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 20

8:00 a.m. Registration Opens; Continental Breakfast

8:15 a.m. to 9:45 a.m. Workshop III 
Special Session Sponsored by the Illinois State Writing 
Project
Dr. Cynthia Dean, the University of Maine–Augusta 
Launching a Student-Staffed Writing Center: Principles, 
Practices, and Challenges to Consider
This workshop addresses the design and management of 
student-staffed writing centers. From her own experiences 
launching a high school writing center in Maine, Cynthia 
Dean will provide practical advice on pitching the concept to 
administrators, recruiting and retaining student tutors, manag-
ing operations, and locating external funding. 

 Gary Anderson, William Fremd High School
 Emily Hayes, Morthland College
 Tony Romano, William Fremd High School
Encore Session: Igniting Student Bloggers: Using Creative 
Nonfiction to Connect to Online Audiences
When students know their writing will be read by wide audi-
ences, they take their language seriously and make exciting 
choices. In this interactive session, participants will discover 
and explore how to use creative nonfiction techniques to 
launch student blogs that are alive with powerful ideas, im-
agery, and intellectual curiosity.

10:00 a.m. to 10:50 a.m. Breakout Session E

E1 Norman Boyer, St. Xavier University
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 Angelo Bonadonna, St. Xavier University
 Annie Kelley, St. Xavier University
 Carol Medrano, St. Xavier University
Encore Session: We’re All New Teachers Again: Approaching 
and Addressing the Common Core Standards
Join a panel for a guided open discussion of the Common 
Core Standards and approaches to their implementation. The 
panel includes an undergraduate English language arts teacher 
candidate, a middle school department head and reading 
specialist, and two English education instructors. Bring your 
issues and ideas, and we’ll bring ours. 

E2 Justin Dennis, Carbondale Community High School 
Students Becoming Saints and Poets
A tall order, indeed, to make students into saints and poets, 
but as lovers of Our Town, because we’ve been led to “realize 
life while [we] live it?”—even briefly, we want our students 
to sense the same joy and maybe even the same poignancy of 
loss. So we ask them to tell stories about the place in which 
they live, so “we can know a few simple facts about us.” 
Using Our Town as a point of departure and the format of 
This American Life, students create radio stories about their 
community.

E3 Amy J. Pine, William Fremd High School
 Russ Anderson, William Fremd High School 
Social Media for Educators: Sharing Our Stories and Class-
rooms Through Twitter
Tweets. Hashtags. Mentions. If you’re wondering about the 
buzz surrounding Twitter, come see how you can use this 
networking site to take control of your professional develop-
ment and find ways to meet the unique needs of your students 
through meaningful collaboration. This interactive session 
will acclimate you to the benefits of Twitter both in and out 
of the classroom.

11:00 a.m. to 11:50 a.m. Breakout Session F
F1 Deborah Will, Zion-Benton Township High School 
 Donna Blackall, retired
Encore Session: What’s New in Young Adult Literature?
Want to get your students excited about books? Want to hear 
about recently published works that engage your middle 
school and high school readers? This is the session for you! 

Titles from the newly announced Rebecca Caudill Young 
Readers’ Book Award and Abraham Lincoln Illinois High 
School Book Award lists will be presented. You will also find 
out how to participate in these awards to get your students 
involved!

F2 Rebekah Buchanan, Western Illinois University
 Michael Davenport, Western Illinois University
 James Black, Western Illinois University 
 Amanda Morris, Western Illinois University
Digital Storytelling: Telling Stories in a Digital World
How do students use technology to tell stories? Digital story-
telling merges storytelling with digital tools, allowing students 
to create their own multimedia stories. We will share specific 
ways you can bring digital storytelling into your classrooms 
as well as show you examples of what we created in our 
classrooms.

F3 John H. Deery, Rockford Christian High School
Creating and Using Games in the Secondary English Class-
room
True engagement comes from understanding and working with 
a text. The modern student can describe modern video game 
plots, but not their English readings. Why not change our ap-
proach? This session will discuss how to help your students 
create and use games in your class. Several different types 
of in-class games will be illustrated, including an expansive 
game using Suzanne Collins’s The Hunger Games. 

F4 Marilyn Hollman, SLATE
CCSS and Close Reading
The Common Core standards are filled with items related to 
close reading. This panel will provide a variety of ways of 
implement close reading in your classrooms as well as give 
participants a chance to explain the strategies they use. 

12:00 p.m. to 1:15 p.m. President’s Luncheon
Gueest Speaker: Susan Van Kirk, Monmouth College

1:30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. Executive Council Meeting
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You won’t remember me,
but I remember you.

We met daily, eighth hour, the last
class of the day, and when everyone

was there, you filled all five
rows, five seats to a row,

for the entire spring semester,
an eternity from January to June.

It was a junior English class, you may
recall, Gems of Literature, a smattering
 
of literature and composition
devised for average students,

college-bound or not, giving you
a taste of fine language, the complexities

of the human condition, and a chance
to express on paper your own deep thoughts.

You preferred oral expression, punctuated
with raucous laughter and slick surface observations.

open letter to the class from hell

margaret kirk

I pulled out all my tricks, none of which
seemed to have any lasting effect. Twenty-five years

I’d been in the business, and you were the first
abject failure I had to acknowledge.

I even had a colleague come in to observe
us one day. “What am I doing wrong?” I

wanted to know. “Well, you don’t seem to like
them very much.” I had waited too long

to ask for help. I’m sorry I failed you.
Maybe—oh, forget it. I ran into one of you

a few years later. You were working in the shoe
department of Steinmart at the mall. “Oh Ms. K----

“We were bad, bad. But I liked that poem
you wrote about us, and you got everybody in.”

Have you written a poem about teaching and learning in 
the English or language arts classroom? Send it to Claire 
Lamonica, Editor, IATE Newsletter at cclamon@ilstu.edu. 
We’ll consider it for possible publication in a future issue. 

Calls for Papers

publish your work in the 
illinois english bulletin

Illinois English Bulletin is the written forum in which 
Illinois teachers of English share their ideas. Please see any 
recent issue of the Bulletin for a detailed “Call for Submis-
sions.” The deadline to submit materials for possible inclu-
sion in the spring issue is the previous November 1 and the 
deadline for the summer issue is the previous January 15. 
If you need any further information—or encouragement—to 
complete a teacher-research project and submit it for possible 
publication, please contact Bulletin editor Janice Neuleib at 
jneuleib@ilstu.edu.

publish your work in the 
iate newsletter

The IATE Newsletter welcomes articles, reviews, 
reports, announcements, brief teaching narratives, calls for 
papers, and other material important to the professional 
lives of English teachers in the state of Illinois. IATE district 
leaders are especially encouraged to send reports of district 
events. The deadline for submitting material for the spring 
2013 Newsletter is November 1, 2012. Please send inquiries 
or submissions via e-mail to Claire Lamonica at cclamon@
ilstu.edu.
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iate new teacher/instructor 
program

English education methods course instructors and/or 
directors of English education programs who would like to get 
their students involved in key professional organizations will 
be happy to know that IATE offers a “New Teacher/Instructor 
Program” to encourage preservice teachers to join the Illinois 
Association of Teachers of English. 

All you need to do is send an e-mail to Laura Monczun-
ski in the IATE office at lrmoncz@ilstu.edu. Tell Laura how 
many students you have in your methods class(es), and she 
will send you a box of materials for each student. Kits include:

• IATE membership forms (preservice and first-
year teachers may join for free)

• A recent issue of the Illinois English Bulletin
• The IATE Newsletter
• The IATE brochure, “What IATE Can Do for 

You”
• Information about the organization from the 

website
• A free IATE tote bag

Announcements

teacher-researchers: 
apply for an iate paul jacobs 

research award

The IATE Research Committee is currently accepting 
applications for Paul Jacobs Research Awards. Members of 
IATE considering any form of research in English language, 
literature, writing, speaking, or teaching are encouraged to 
apply. The research may be part of a candidate’s work on a 
master’s thesis or doctoral dissertation, or the project may be 
unrelated to any work connected to one’s graduate studies. The 
Research Committee will consider proposals from teachers 
and school administrators, as well as from full-time students 
seeking advanced degrees. Professionals who have thought 
about conducting a research project in the past but who have 
hesitated because of lack of funding may find in the Paul 
Jacobs Award the financial backing necessary to complete 
their work. The Research Committee can grant an award for 
a maximum of $500.

It is surprisingly easy to apply for an award. Here is 
how to do it: 

1. Write a brief proposal that includes the fol-
lowing:

a. A cover letter: Let us know who you are and 
announce the fact that you are applying for a 
Paul Jacobs Research Award. Also provide 
your address (U.S. mail and e-mail) and 
phone number.

b. A brief description of your project: Identify 
a central research question or focus, and de-
scribe a method for conducting the research. 
The reviewers will need to see at least a 
distinct and substantive research question.

c. A timeline: Project the timeline for complet-
ing the research, or at least the portion that 
will be funded by the Paul Jacobs Award.

d. A budget: Identify how much money you 
would need and how it would be used. Here 
are some examples of appropriate costs: 
duplicating instructional materials, paying 
raters to score papers, or paying fees for 
data processing. Here are some questionable 
expenses: covering travel costs, purchasing 

instructional materials that a school normal-
ly funds, or paying incentives to participants 
in the study. The research grant is modest 
and should be used to support the essential 
costs of a study.

e. A status report: Let us know what you 
have done so far. Perhaps you have done 
some initial reading and can supply a brief 
bibliography.

2. Mail the proposal to IATE Research Com-
mittee, Campus Box 4240, Department of 
English, Illinois State University, Normal, IL 
61790-4240.

Applications for awards to be reviewed at the fall Exec-
utive Committee meeting must arrive at IATE headquarters at 
Illinois State University no later than October 1. The members 
of the IATE Research Committee anticipate that recipients of 
the Paul Jacobs Award will be able to share their completed 
research at an IATE Fall Conference or through publication 
in the Illinois English Bulletin.
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iate offers scholarship for 
minority teacher education

College juniors and seniors of color who are cur-
rently enrolled in teacher education programs and majoring 
in English, English Education, or elementary education with a 
specialty in language arts and who plan to teach in Illinois are 
invited to apply for an IATE Scholarship for Minority Teacher 
Education. Applications for the 2012 scholarship should be 
mailed to Janice Neuleib, IATE Executive Secretary, Campus 
Box 4240, Illinois State University, Normal, IL 61790-4240 
before September 15. The specific goals, procedures, and 
criteria are as follows:

Goals
The Illinois Association of Teachers of English is com-

mitted to recruiting minority* language arts teachers for both 
humanitarian and practical purposes. To meet that commit-
ment, IATE reserves $1,000 each year for one scholarship 
as designated by the Minority Scholarship Committee, a 
subcommittee of the Minority Affairs Committee.

Procedures
The Minority Scholarship Committee will issue a call 

for applications to the chairs of public, recognized language 
arts teacher education programs in Illinois colleges and univer-
sities in the spring. A follow-up call will be issued in August.

After applications are received, they Minority Scholar-
ship Committee will judge the applications, issue an invitation 
to the winner to attend the fall conference (October 2012), at 
which the award will be given, and assist the winner in making 
arrangements to attend the conference. Whenever possible, 
the winner will be escorted by an IATE member.

In addition to the cash award, winners will receive a 
complimentary one-year membership to IATE, free registra-
tion for the conference, luncheon and banquet tickets, and 
paid lodging and mileage (if an escort cannot be secured).

Criteria
1. The candidate must be a member of a minor-

ity* group.
2. The candidate must be duly enrolled in a 

four-year or upper-division, public, recognized 
teacher-education program in an Illinois college 
or university.

3. The candidate must have declared a major in 
English, English education, or elementary edu-
cation with a specialty in language arts (junior 
or senior status), and plan to teach in Illinois.

4. The candidate must have demonstrated poten-
tial for academic success.

5. The candidate cannot be an individual already 
on full scholarship, and some degree of need 
for the scholarship must exist.

6. The faculty member who recommends a stu-
dent for one of the awards must submit these 
items in one envelope:

a. A sample of the candidate’s writing done 
for a class in the past year (instructor com-
ments included). 

b. A candidate essay on this topic: “What piece 
of literature by a person of color would you 
especially like to teach? Explain why you 
chose this particular piece and how you 
would go about teaching it.”

c. A sealed recommendation that addresses 
items 1–5 above in some detail.

d. A cover sheet with the full name, home 
address, and phone number of both the 
candidate and the recommender.

*As in other IATE matters, “minority” here is defined as 
nonwhite minority, a person of color.

These materials will introduce students to the many 
benefits of IATE membership, and they will receive some-
thing they can use right now that shows their pride in being 
a member of the Illinois Association of Teachers of English.

More Ways to Connect with IATE

Follow us on     @IATENow, or Like us on
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Your First Year of Membership is FREE!

Attention: All Illinois English/Language Arts Teachers

IATE offers a free, one-year membership to any teachers who have not previously been members of 
the organization. IATE membership entitles you to three issues of the Illinois English Bulletin and 
two issues of the IATE Newsletter as well as membership in your local district and access to the latest 
IATE and district information via e-mail. IATE members are also eligible to submit student writing 
to the Best Illinois Student Poetry and Prose contest each year. Stay current with trends in our pro-
fession and gather tips for surviving and thriving during your first year in the classroom. Join today! 

Please fill out the information below and return it to: IATE, Department of English, Campus Box 
4240, Illinois State University, Normal, IL 61790-4240 or send an e-mail with the same information 
to Janice Neuleib, IATE executive secretary at jneuleib@ilstu.edu

Name: _____________________________  Grade levels taught: _____________ 

School: ________________________________________________________________

School street address: _____________________________________________________

City: __________________________  Zip: _________  County: __________

Home street address: _____________________________________________________

City: __________________________  Zip: _________   

Home phone: ___________________  E-mail: ________________________________

Mailing preference (please circle one):  School  Home



Fall 2012 Vol. 49 No. 2

27

Name: ______________________________________________________________

School: _____________________________________________________________  

Level of Instruction:    ELEM__  JRH__   HS__  COL__

School Address: ______________________________________________________

City: __________________ ZIP: ____________   County: ___________________

 

IATE District: ____________________________

Home Address: _______________________________________________________

City: ___________________________________ ZIP: ______________________

Home Phone Number: _____________________ E-mail: ____________________

Mailing Preference: School ______  Home _____

Membership type: First-Year Teacher / First-Year Member__     Student__    Regular__    Patron __   Retired__

Free: First-Year Teacher / First-Year Member/Student

IATE Yearly Membership Dues (please circle one):

$25 Regular  $30 Patron  $5 Retired

IATE Membership Pin: $5 ___

Check enclosed for amount: $ ________

Mail to: IATE, Laura Monczunski, Office Manager, 4240 English, Illinois State University, Normal, IL 61790-4240; 
Phone: (309) 438-3957; Web Site: www.iateonline.org; E-mail: lrmoncz@ilstu.edu

IATE Membership Renewal Form
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