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IATE is a professional organization for teachers of English/language arts. IATE publishes the IATE Newsletter and the Illinois Eng-
lish Bulletin and hosts an annual fall conference. IATE is organized by districts throughout the state, each district having a district 
leader and providing local activities to members throughout the year.
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Manuscripts should usually range in length from 500 to 2500 words (roughly two to ten typed, double-spaced pages). Query about 
longer manuscripts before you submit them.

If possible, submit your article electronically in Rich Text Format (.rtf) as an email attachment. Alternatively, you may submit your 
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using internal citations wherever possible.
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Follow the NCTE guidelines for nonsexist use of language.
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I wear a silver bracelet almost 
constantly. It is engraved with 
a saying from Gandhi, “Be the 
change you want to see in the 
world.” Certainly I fall short 
of this challenge on many oc-
casions, but I truly believe in 
this sentiment: if we want our 
students, our schools, and our 
practice to evolve in a positive 
direction, we must individually 

and collectively enact this change.
Yet change isn’t always easy. In fact, change is often 

quite difficult to manage. Change can be uncomfortable, unfa-
miliar, and downright scary. But change can also be exciting, 
invigorating and inspiring. Our organization is going through 
a process of changing so that we honor the traditions of the 
past as we create a new and inspired future.

IATE has been working diligently to improve our web 
presence, develop our speakers’ bureau, and restructure our 
IATE districts so that there are local professional development 
opportunities throughout the school year. We will continue 
this work so that English/language arts teachers throughout 
Illinois have access to quality professional development in 
our field of study.

Our 2009 fall conference in Rockford, “English in Ac-
tion,” encouraged us as English teachers to become active 
participants in both our local and global communities. The 
sessions featured English teachers who are collaborating 
with community leaders so that our students see the power 
and productivity of the written word. These teachers have 
empowered their students to use the skills we developed in 
the English classroom to influence, inspire, and change the 
world around them.

Certainly a highlight from our fall conference was our 
student and beginning teachers, whose energy and enthusiasm 
brought a sense of urgency for our organization to change 
and incorporate the language and avenues by which they 
communicate. We now have 145 members who have chosen 
to become “fans” of IATE on Facebook, and we hope that 

president’s message

deborah will

others will join in the near future so that we stay connected 
throughout the year.

I also deeply appreciated the veteran teachers who 
shared their original works with us. The wit and humor of 
Tim Duggan’s guitar and the musical poetry from IATE 
Treasurer Herb Ramlose reminded me of the talent we have 
in our group: talent we should share and celebrate through-
out the year in each of our IATE districts. Shortly after the 
conference, Marilyn Hollman, our SLATE representative, 
was chosen by NCTE to be an NCTE policy advocate, and 
IATE member Danny Wilson was named a 2009 finalist for 
the Consequence Prize in Poetry. The potential we have in 
our organization is amazing, and the challenge from the fall 
conference is to take this potential and create positive action 
in our classrooms.

To fully utilize our talents may take time and energy. 
This is why Angelo Bonadonna has organized a conference 
for October 2010 to continue the momentum of 2009. The 
2010 conference on October 22 and 23 at the Clock Tower 
Resort and Conference Center in Rockford has a unique twist: 
“Unfinished Business: How English Teachers Make the World 
better or Process and Products, Moving Ahead in Tandem.” 
This theme builds on the work we started in October 2009 and 
continues the work, revising and exploring the theme in more 
depth. I encourage all who attended the 2009 conference to 
participate in 2010 and share how our teaching practices have 
changed within the last year to include action learning, and I 
encourage all who did not attend 2009 to participate in 2010 
and see the process of change in our organization and attend 
the sessions that are sure to inspire us to further action.

I realize that many school districts are in the midst of 
financial distress; however, registering for and attending the 
IATE fall conference is money well spent. This conference 
rejuvenates our spirits, allows us to learn from each other, 
helps us appreciate the talent that surrounds us, and encour-
ages us to change our teaching practices so that we reach 
students in the most positive and innovative ways possible. 
This conference allows us to unite and learn from each other 
so that we can create the change that we want to see in our 
classrooms. r
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executive secretary’s message

janice neuleib

Please keep in mind the fall 2010 
conference, which will be back at 
the Clocktower Inn in Rockford. 
The conference this past fall was 
amazing. I want to offer many 
thanks to Amy Magnafichi-Lucas, 
program chair and her committees. 
The program gave us all many 
exciting and thought-provoking 
moments. We all look forward to 

the work that 2010 conference chair Angelo Bonadonna will 
accomplish as he pulls together the many pieces of this event. 
I eagerly encourage each of you to invite colleagues to join 
IATE, submit conference proposals, bring friends, and con-
tinue to remind student teachers about the conference. 

Here is a list of the places and dates for upcoming IATE 
conferences and for the NCTE conference in Illinois in 2011. 
Please put them on your calendar now.

2010: IATE fall conference, Oct 21–23 at the Clock 
Tower in Rockford

2011: NCTE’s centennial celebration, November 16–22, 
chicago

2012: IATE Conference, Feb 16–18 at the Abraham 
Lincoln Hotel in Springfield

As we draw closer to NCTE’s 100th anniversary in 
Chicago, we begin to organize our plans. The Conference Lo-
cal Arrangement Chair Teri Knight and Cochair Michael Day 
will meet with NCTE officials this spring to plan the subcom-
mittees for our participation as the local hosts. Every IATE 
member will have a chance to participate in this anniversary 
event. Each of the areas (college, high school, middle school, 
and elementary school) will have a variety of subcommittees 
working on the many needs of the conference. Plan now to get 
involved. Teri Knight will be your connection for volunteer-
ing, though the IATE office here at Illinois State University 
will also be ready and willing to help you get involved.

Remember to review the IATE website for more con-
ference information as it becomes available: www.english.
ilstu.edu/iate/.

Remember the minority teacher education award for 
future teachers at any Illinois university. The award is mon-
etary and honorary as well. The Paul Jacobs research award 
is also available. Any teacher who is working on a reflective 
teacher research project is eligible for this award. Remind 
teachers you know to apply for this award. The award provided 
funding for the creation of IATE’s 100th anniversary Illinois 
English Bulletin, which featured biographical sketches of all 
of IATE’s presidents for the first 100 years. r

The 2010 Rebecca Caudill Young Readers’ 
Book Award (RCYRBA) will be announced 
this spring. Participating students in grades four 
through eight from all over Illinois will have 
cast their votes for the book they consider the 

best of the 20 nominated titles. The award for 2009 went to 
The Lightening Thief by Rick Riordan.

The Caudill website (www.rcyrba.org) has a wealth of 
information about the award, the books nominated each year 
and the winning books for the past 23 years. Links to reviews, 
teaching information, author details, and much more are avail-
able. It is also possible to sign up for the 2011 competition 

through this site. Check it out. You won’t be disappointed!
Nominations for the 2011 master list will be accepted 

until April 15, 2010. Students and their teachers and librarians 
may nominate titles for consideration. Any fiction, nonfiction, 
or poetry book appropriate for grades four through eight and 
originally copyrighted within the past five years will be con-
sidered. The author must be living. 

A session about RCYRBA and the high school readers’ 
choice award, the Abraham Lincoln Illinois High School Book 
Award, will be featured at the Illinois Teachers of English 
Conference (formerly known as CITE) at Illinois State Uni-
versity on April 9. r

rebecca caudill young readers’ book award

donna blackall
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The 102nd conference of the Illinois Association of 
Teachers of English, “English In Action,” was just that: Eng-
lish teachers in action. As English teachers from around the 
state met in Rockford on October 16–17, 2009, they could 
be found engaging in a busy program of diverse breakout 
sessions, networking with old friends and new, connecting 
to IATE via Facebook, and finding new ways to engage their 
students in the action of learning.

Chris Crutcher, the keynote speaker, held a full room in 
the palm of his hand as he explained where and how he finds 

inspiration for his 
work. He reminded 
us that all too often 
our students have 
more to deal than 
school, yet we, as 
teachers, can have 
the most profound 
and positive im-
pact on their lives. 
crutcher ended his 
address with hu-

mor, pointing out that that’s “the way to get through life.” 
He remained at the conference throughout the day, offering 
breakout sessions and a book signing, while mingling and 
sharing stories with teachers.

teachers in action: iate fall conference a success

amy magnafichi-lucas

The emotion of the day continued as the Illinois Author 
of the Year, Li-Young Lee, read his beautiful poetry to a si-
lent room during the luncheon. Many attendees commented 
they could have listened to him read all day. The words and 
their delivery were flawless, reminding all who heard them 
of the power poetry can hold, not only over us but over our 
students as well. 

The power of poetry was highlighted again during the 
Friday night post-dinner performance of Poetry Alive! and 
continued during the president’s reception with an open mic 
night. A variety of songs accompanied by English teacher/gui-
tarists Tim Duggan and Herb Ramlose joined with readings of  
poetry and essays to offer the perfect ending to a busy day.

Finally, the past-presidents’ luncheon on Saturday 
featured Kimberly Arndt, who urged us all to engage our 
students in community service through the English classroom. 
Between the practical classroom ideas from Arndt’s presenta-
tion and those from the more than 50 breakout sessions from 
which attendees could choose, I don’t believe anyone left 
the conference without something to use immediately in the 
classroom. 

Please join us in Rockford again next year for the 103rd 
conference of the Illinois Association of Teachers of English. 
The benefits of engaging in professional development of this 
nature are far reaching, and you won’t be disappointed you 
came! r

As I sat down to write this article, I sensed an approach-
ing case of writer’s block. In search of a cure, I journeyed 
back to childhood where I used to solve momentary lapses of 
creativity by doodling. Rather than scribbling on the cover of 
my notebook, as I did as a child, I logged onto the Imagina-
tion Cubed website and spent a few minutes drawing on their 
virtual white board. Soon images turned into words, and I was 
ready to write. I couldn’t help but see an analogy between the 

district news

district meetings spark creativity

sandra flannigan

website and the district activities IATE has to offer. Through 
hearing presentations and networking with fellow members 
of our district, I have often regained those sparks of creativity 
that routine tasks like grading papers and completing forms 
had blocked. In this article I’ve included a sampling of the 
creative activities various districts have to offer.

District News continued on page 6

Keynote speaker Chris Crutcher 
talks about the relationship between 

fact and fiction.
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Central District Enjoys Conferences
Michelle Ryan and Jennifer Gouin, coleaders, write, 

“We’ve had a great time since Jennifer joined Michelle as Cen-
tral District coleader. Planning and preparing for conferences 
is much more enjoyable and relaxing when there is someone 
with whom to share duties, struggles, and triumphs!” Last 
fall, the Central District encouraged members to participate 
in a literature conference, “Re-encountering Shakespeare,” 
sponsored by Eastern Illinois University. General sessions 
included “Her Infinite Variety: The Women of Shakespeare’s 
World” and “Popularizing, Purifying, and Profiting from 
Shakespeare.” In the afternoon teachers had the opportunity 
to participate in workshops on various plays and themes.

As in years past, the Central District assisted the Illinois 
State Writing Project in planning and hosting a Day of Renewal 
at Illinois State University on February 20. The focus was once 
again on writing and its myriad applications in the classroom. 
Michelle adds, “Later in the spring we will be working on a 
conference at Millikin University. Last year’s conference cen-
tered on expanding student choice in reading and was held the 
first Saturday in March. We look forward to seeing all of you 
at this year’s conference!”

Kaskaskia Valley District Enjoys Shakespeare in the 
Park

District coleader Mary Philip writes that the Kaskaskia 
Valley spring meeting was held the evening of June 4 in 
Forest Park, St. Louis, Missouri, with a picnic and short 
meeting prior to the production of Shakespeare in the Park’s 
The Merry Wives of Windsor. Mary says, “Even though we 
had a small group of members, we had an enormous amount 
of fun as we enjoyed our delicious sub sandwiches, chips, 
gooey butter cake, and drinks and then enjoyed the play. A 
Shakespearean production is held in Forest Park for three 
weeks every summer near the Art Museum on Art Hill, site 
of the 1904 World’s Fair Cascades, and is always first class 
(even for all of us groundlings).”

Northeastern District Will Solve a Murder Mystery
Sandy Flannigan, district leader, is planning a June 

meeting where members will participate in an interactive 
murder mystery, then discuss how mystery games can be 
used in the classroom to promote critical thinking and prob-
lem solving in a fun way. This teaching strategy can be used 
in literature, drama, creative writing, or journalism classes. 
“Students learn by doing, and when they can investigate, even 

in game form, they engage in transactional learning.” If nearby 
districts would like to attend, they should email Sandy for 
more information at sandra.flannigan@sbcglobal.net.

South Central Has New District Leader
Vicky Gilpin writes, “Hello, I’m the new district leader 

for the South Central District. My current goal is to get con-
nected with the current members of that district, start a Fa-
cebook page, and recruit new members. In addition, I hope to 
encourage everyone in my area to go to the Illinois Teachers 
of English Conference (formerly CITE). We are just starting 
up in my area, but I am very excited.”

We want to welcome Vicky and encourage members to 
contact her with ideas. Her email address is vgilpin@mail.
millikin.edu.

Southern District Looks Forward to Writing Projects
Cheryl Staley, district leader, writes that the district will 

continue this year with two annual writing projects they do 
every spring. She says, “We will publish another edition of 
inkblot, our anthology of poems written by students and teach-
ers across southern Illinois. We also have a writing contest 
with junior and senior divisions in two categories, fiction and 
nonfiction. The spring meeting is a celebration dinner where 
we award plaques to the top three entries in each division as 
well as distribute copies of the poetry anthology.”

Last fall the southern district enjoyed a breakfast 
meeting followed by an excellent presentation on mythol-
ogy by Janice Neuleib, English professor at Illinois State 
University.

New South Cook and Will District.
Norm Boyer, coleader, writes, “The big news in our 

neck of the woods, as I hope you heard, is that the woods 
have gotten bigger. The board voted to create a new South 
Cook and Will district, covering all of Cook and Will coun-
ties south of I-55. The new district will pick up the southern 
branch of the Northeastern district, and the Chicago public 
and parochial schools that previously were not in our dis-
trict even though within the territory of our district.” This 
new districting plan will be great. It will enable members 
to participate in district activities without having to travel 
so far. Norm adds, “I’m in the process of developing the 
membership list based on the lists for the three districts 

District News continued from page 5

District News continued on page 8
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technology in the english/language arts classroom

“the fremd high school american studies ning”

gary anderson

Ning is a social networking site with a format that easily 
lends itself to classroom use. I first discovered Ning through 
Jim Burke’s “English Companion Ning,” an online community 
for English teachers with thousands of members. (If you’re not 
already a member of “English Companion Ning,” you should 
join right away at www.englishcompanion.ning.com!) Joining 
that group provided such a dynamic professional development 
experience that I started considering how I could use Ning 
for my own classes.

I teach American Studies, an interdisciplinary course 
for juniors combining the American literature–based English 
curriculum with American history. I work alongside two ex-

cellent history teachers each day 
in a large classroom with forty-
plus students in each two-period 
section. In addition to American 
literature and history, we inte-
grate the study of American art, 
architecture, music, philosophy, 
pop culture, and current events.

My goal for “The Fremd 
High School American Studies 
Ning” (www.fremdamerican-
studies.ning.com) was to make 
it a fun venue where students 

could enjoy thinking and writing about American Studies as 
they explored material and interacted with others. I wanted it 
to be an information resource and an extension of class, not 
just a repeat of class. I also knew the site could extend our 
classroom community in productive ways.

on Ning, students can design their own profile pages, 
much like they do on Facebook or MySpace. They send com-
ments, messages, status updates, and birthday messages to 
each other just like they do on those other social networks. 
These interactions enhance both our online and in-class com-
munities.

Ning provides several interaction formats easily adapted 
to academic content: forums, blogs, and groups. A forum is 
based on a topic of interest to most Ning members. A member 
poses a question or frames a topic; other members add ques-

tions or comments. For every unit, I start a forum that includes 
an explanation of the unit’s general idea and some artwork, 
along with PowerPoint presentations and handouts we will use 
in class. Although most of the forum topics are generated by 
me, students find the ones they like or see as helpful and post 
questions and comments. The most popular forum topic is “I 
Thought of American Studies Today When….” This forum 
has even evolved its own acronym: ITOASTW. Our students 
refer to any outside applications of class materials as an “I 
Toast W,” as in “I had an I Toast W last night when I noticed 
all the Federal-style houses in my neighborhood.” Everyone 
enjoys these posts when students take the time to write about 
moments in their busy lives when our American Studies class 
pops into their heads during after-school hours.

While forums are focused on broad topics, a Ning group 
is intended for a narrower interest range. I have groups about 
books, movies, current events, and more. Within each group, 
users can add comments or begin discussion threads. Our 
most popular group on Ning is “Read a Good Book Lately?” 
Many students post comments about books they have recently 
enjoyed. Although I started discussion threads about the twi-
light books and Jodi Picoult, I’m more excited about threads 
begun by students regarding authors Nicholas Sparks, Dan 
Brown, and Christopher Paolini. The movie group—“Seen a 
Good Movie Lately?”—works in much the same way.

Ning blogs offer enormous potential for expressive and 
reflective writing. When it comes to writing, I believe that 
quantity leads to quality. If students write a lot, they will get 
better at it. They need instruction, of course, but they also 
need authentic, motivating writing situations. We all know 
that students spend a lot of time writing via various electronic 
means. We also know the writing generated in those situations 
frequently falls short of the standards we expect in school. 
But what if we invite students to write in an interactive, 
online academic environment with the expectation that they 
will do so in language that appropriately balances formal-
ity and informality? That’s what the Ning blogs are doing. 
Our curriculum focuses on the American literary “-isms” 

Technology in the Classroom continued on page 8
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and historical eras, which has led to students wondering and 
writing about their own generation. The bloggers write about 
sophisticated ideas in a safe environment and interact with 
others about those ideas.

My own blog remarks on various issues involving our 
school or curricular material that I want to write more about. 
For example, a blog post describing my views on extra credit 
has drawn many student comments. We have never talked 
about this issue in class in any depth, but online there is a 
vibrant discussion about it.

Photos, videos, and music can be uploaded to Ning. 
We have photos of trips to historic sites and cultural events, 
funny photos with some curricular connection, and images 
used in class. Uploading videos from Youtube or other sites 
is easy, so we have book trailers, movie excerpts, news and 
interview clips, and much more.

One unintended, positive benefit of the videos, photos, 
and other material is that students are looking at and writing 
about content that will not be covered in class until later in 
the year. What better way to build prior knowledge? Although 
we will not cover Eudora Welty until later in the year, many 
students have looked at and commented on material about 
her that I posted last year. When we get to Welty’s stories, 
these students will have collateral in their experience banks 
that would not have existed without our site.

So, how do I evaluate and control what students do 
on Ning? Again, quantity leads to quality, so I require that 
students post at least ten contributions each quarter. Many 
students do more than that. Ning allows me to easily control 
content, so if I see something inappropriate, I delete it. After 
thousands of student contributions, I have deleted only three 
comments. This is due at least in part to the fact that I make 
my expectations clear. Prominently featured on our main 
page are rules adapted from Michael Umphrey, an “English 
Companion Ning” colleague in Montana. They are clear and 
set the tone for appropriate behavior that definitely allows for 

fun but focuses on learning.
launching a Ning site is easy and free. A beginner can 

go to www.ning.com, and the site provides a step-by-step 
guide. I recommend visiting a few educational Ning sites 
ahead of time to investigate possible designs and purposes. 
Here are some especially dynamic educational Ning sites cre-
ated by several of my actual and virtual colleagues:

• www.mrsfollis.ning.com (Candace Follis, Springfield 
Catholic High School, Springfield, Missouri)

• www.my1englishclass.ning.com (Nicole LaBeau, Wil-
liam Fremd High School, Palatine, Illinois)

• www.lhshonorsla9.ning.com (James Miscavish, 
Lafayette High School, St. Joseph, Missouri

• www.worldliterature.ning.com (Susanne Nobles, 
Fredericksburg Academy, Fredericksburg, Virginia)

• www.lpenglish.ning.com (Lisa Park, Episcopal Acad-
emy, Newtown Square, Pennsylvania)

• www.extension11.ning.com (Steve Shann, Canberra 
Grammar School, Canberra, Australia)

Ning automatically includes commercial content on any 
new site. They will, however, remove that content for any 
educational one that is primarily for users under age 18. The 
Ning administrator (that’s you!) simply makes the request, and 
the commercial content disappears within a few hours.

“The Fremd High School American Studies Ning” is 
providing my students with a forum for writing, reacting, 
questioning, and relating in a thriving online community 
that extends our classroom beyond the physical and time 
constraints of the school day. You can have similar results in 
your own classroom. Why not try it and see?

Gary Anderson teaches at William Fremd High School in 
Palatine, Illinois. He is coauthor, with Tony Romano, of 
Expository Composition: Discovering Your Voice (eMC/
Paradigm, 2008). r

involved (Northeastern, Chicago, and Calumet Valley). We’ll 
then email the members and see what they’re interested in 
doing.” This is exciting news.

More exciting opportunities await our members in these and 
other districts. As Oliver Wendell Holmes once said, “Man’s 

mind, stretched by a new idea, never returns to its original 
dimensions.” The imagination holds infinite possibilities. 
There will always be papers to grade or forms to complete. 
They can wait another day. Take time to stretch your mind 
at one of this spring’s district meetings. Take time to spark 
your creativity. r

District News continued from page 6

Technology in the Classroom continued from page 7
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Editor’s note: In this issue, our “From the Classroom” article 
features two teachers who have found, through their member-
ship in IATE, numerous ways to move beyond the classroom 
and into an ever-widening professional community.

Six hours in a school van from southern Illinois to the 
suburbs: It’s safe to say that the teachers of Carbondale Com-
munity High School are among those who travel the farthest 
for the IATE conference. As new teachers to our district, we 
were lucky enough to attend the conference for the first time 
in October 2008. Since then, IATE has opened professional 
doors for us, many of which we weren’t expecting. 

Over the past several years, we have researched and 
developed a unit for high school juniors based on Spoon 
River Anthology by Edgar Lee Masters. The unit focuses on 
the importance of place, specifically that of Petersburg and 
Lewistown, Illinois. During the 2008 conference, we attended 
a workshop that discussed and affirmed the importance of 
place in literature. From there, we were inspired to present 
our own findings to teachers at the 2009 conference. 

Through the IATE email list, we were informed of the 
Mark Twain Teachers’ Workshop sponsored by the Mark 
Twain Boyhood Home and Museum. Last summer, we at-
tended that workshop and were privileged to learn from some 
of the world’s foremost Twain experts. Currently we’re work-

from the classroom

iate opens doors

emily hayes and danny wilson 

ing with them to coedit 
a literary journal featur-
ing poetry and prose 
not only about Twain, 
but also people and 
places in rural America. 
This opportunity would 
never have come along 
if it wasn’t for our in-
volvement with IATE. 

Most recently, we were contacted by Ron Piro, from 
Wheaton North High School, who saw our workshop descrip-
tion in the 2009 conference schedule. He asked us to present 
at their annual “Celebrating Language Arts” institute day for 
teachers who work in the suburban Chicago area teaching 
grades 6–12. In February, we will have the chance to share 
our passion for Spoon River Anthology with an audience of 
over 500 teachers. Presenting at the IATE conference has 
given us the confidence to share our excitement and ideas 
with other teachers. 

To echo Tom McCann, the recipient of 2009’s Lifetime 
Achievement Award, IATE is our “professional home.” We are 
thankful not only for the opportunities that our membership 
has afforded us, but also for the irreplaceable inspiration and 
friendships we have garnered along the way. r

The Illinois English Education Network (IEEN) invites 
all English educators—college and university faculty who 
work with teacher candidates and preservice teachers—to 
explore a new website at www.english.sxu.edu/ieen. The 
website is an effort to link professionals in English educa-
tion across the state of Illinois. We believe that sharing our 
experiences, concerns, and resources can help all of us become 
better English educators. 

The website includes materials for English education 
faculty and school partners, a place for online discussion, 
and opportunities to network. Conceived as a collaborative 

iate offers support for illinois english educators

dianne chambers

endeavor, the website and its developers invite all English 
educators in the state to provide postings, establish links, 
provide content, and join the discussions. 

In addition to the IEEN website, we have created an 
IEEN listserv to foster communication among interested 
English education faculty and partners in Illinois. To join, 
send your name, your role in English education, your school, 
and your email address to bonadonna@sxu.edu. If you know 
any colleagues who would also be interested in the site, please 
pass the word along. Our efforts will become more effective 
as more and more English educators join the network. r

The authors take a break 
during the Mark twain 
Teachers’ Workshop.
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Since 2002, ReadWriteThink.org has provided literacy 
educators access to an ever-growing collection of free educa-
tional materials. Now, after months of user surveys, collabora-
tion with literacy professionals, and close examination of the 
site from every angle, this online resource has been completely 
redesigned and updated for the first time.

With a fresh new look and many exciting new features, 
the redesigned readWritethink offers an even wider audi-
ence more opportunities to find the literacy resources they 
need and to share their thoughts and experiences with other 
community members.

readWritethink delivers free, internet-based content 
with everything you need to turn proven reading and language 
arts theory into best classroom practices. A partnership of 
the International Reading Association (IRA), NCTE, and the 
Verizon Foundation, this unique site blends research-based 
instruction and internet technology to deliver powerful online 
tools for teaching in the classroom and beyond.

On the site, you can find innovative, high-quality lesson 
plans that are aligned to your state standards and the IRA/
NCTE Standards for the English Language Arts. Every lesson 

readwritethink introduces new look, 
increased functionality

lisa fink

includes a step-by-step instructional plan, assessment tools, 
printouts, and web resources. Additionally, educators can find 
comments about lessons from other teachers who have used 
the lesson in their classroom.

readWritethink helps English/language arts teach-
ers engage their students by providing interactive tools that 
make learning interesting and fun, calendar activities related 
to timely literary and historical events, and classroom print-
outs on a wide range of topics, from assessments to graphic 
organizers.

The site has a dedicated “Professional Development” 
area featuring resources to help you enhance your teaching 
skills. Included in this area are strategy guides on effective 
teaching practices and information on books, journals, DVDs, 
webinars, and conferences hosted by IRA and NCTE.

For parents and afterschool educators, the “Parent and  
Afterschool Resources” area is rich with materials that can 
be used with students outside of the classroom. Tips and 
how-to’s show parents how to engage in literacy strategies 
at home, and podcasts showcase the best books for children 
and teens, along with engaging activities. Also in the “Parent 
and Afterschool Resources” area are activities and projects 
that promote reading and writing, and online games and tools 
that make learning fun!

readWritethink wouldn’t exist if it weren’t for a 
dedicated community of literacy professionals who write 
and review lesson plans and other materials. The new site 
offers more information about authors and reviewers. And 
the brand new “Community Stories” section offers behind-
the-scenes stories that inspire, educate, and offer examples 
of how readWritethink is making a difference.

And new opportunities to subscribe to RSS feeds help 
users make sure they never miss a new lesson plan or interac-
tive tool. readWritethink also has its own Facebook fan page, 
where community members can share their experiences and 
get the latest information about the site.

We invite you to become a part of our team as a writer 
or reviewer for the site. No previous publication experience 
is necessary—just a desire to share your successes and skills 
with the global literacy community. For information, visit 
www.readwritethink.org. r

NCTENational Council of Teachers of English

The Professional Home of the English Language Arts Community

Resources, Strategies, Lesson Plans, and Membership information 
available online at www.ncte.org or call (877) 369-6283.

With resources on early

literacy, writing, reading

instruction, ESL, and

preparing your students for

standardized tests without

“teaching to the test,” The

National Council of Teachers

of English has the solutions

you need to support you in

your classroom, career, and

community.
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Kathleen Clesson, of University High School in Normal, 
is the Illinois recipient of the NCTE High School Teacher 
of Excellence for 2009–10. The purpose of the award is to 
“recognize and celebrate high school classroom teachers,” and 
recipients are determined by their local affiliates.

In nominating Clesson for this award, IATE cited her 
long career as an outstanding high school teacher who has 
made contributions to the teaching of English that go beyond 
her own classroom. In 1999, Clesson was one of only three 
teachers in the state of Illinois to earn National Board Certified 
Teacher status (interestingly enough, the other two were U 
niversity High colleagues and IATE members Suzie Thetard 
and Pat Marshall, who now teaches in Carbondale).

A frequent presenter at IATE conferences, Clesson has 
focused recent presentations on cutting-edge pedagogical 
approaches that actively engage 21st-century students with 
the literature and ideas of much earlier eras. For example, 

kathleen clesson named ncte high school 
teacher of excellence from illinois

in 2007, Cles-
son’s presenta-
tion featured stu-
dent-generated 
podcasts of se-
lections from Le 
Morte d’Arthur.

In addition 
to serving as the 
coordinator of 
the English fac-
ulty at university 
High School, Clesson is actively involved in the preparation 
of future teachers of English by teaching part time in the Col-
lege of Education at Illinois State University.  She was also 
instrumental in creating a year-long internship program for 
preservice English teachers at University High School. r

IATE has awarded Becky Anderson Wilkins of An-
derson’s Bookshop in Naperville a 2009 NCTE/SLATE 
(Support for the Learning and Teaching of English) Affiliate 
Intellectual Freedom Award to for her support of diverse 
and sometimes controversial writers, their books, and their 
readers.

The award nomination for Wilkins, written earlier this 
year, cited two examples of such support: When the local high 
school canceled an appearance by professor William Ayers, 
Wilkins sponsored a community forum to discuss the First 
Amendment (well over 100 citizens participated). Also, when 
author Sherman Alexie’s local reading and speech caused 
some consternation, Wilkins’s support proved crucial for 
teachers who invited him.

The NCTE/SLATE Intellectual Freedom Award honors 
individuals, groups, or institutions that merit recognition for 
advancing the cause of intellectual freedom. These awards are 

naperville bookstore owner honored with 
2009 intellectual freedom award at ncte convention

given in two categories: (1) a national Intellectual Freedom 
Award and (2) an NCTE affiliate–based award. Each state, 
regional, and provincial affiliate is urged to establish and 
implement an Affiliate Intellectual Freedom Award.

Since 1975, SLATE has been an NCTE Standing 
Committee on social and political concerns. SLATE seeks to 
influence public attitudes and policy decisions affecting the 
teaching of English/language arts at local, state, and national 
levels. SLATE makes no policy of its own, but seeks to imple-
ment and publicize the policies adopted by NCTE. SLATE 
serves as NCTE’s intellectual freedom network.

Wilkins received her award during the Affiliate Round-
table Breakfast at the 2009 NCTE annual convention in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on Saturday, November 21. For 
more information about the NCTE/SLATE Affiliate Intel-
lectual Freedom Award, see www.ncte.org/affiliates/awards/
slate. r

Kathleen Clesson receives 
congratulations on her award.
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Illinois is home to six sites of the National Writing Proj-
ect (NWP), a teachers-teaching-teachers professional devel-
opment initiative, which “focuses the knowledge, expertise, 
and leadership of our nation’s educators on sustained efforts 
to improve writing and learning for all learners” (National 
Writing Project, www.nwp.org/cs/public/print/doc/about.
csp). One way the NWP strives to accomplish this mission is 
through Summer Institutes, held at each site at least once each 
summer. Teachers who participate in these institutes often earn 
graduate credit and/or stipends for their work.

Below you will find information about the summer 
institutes being offered at four of the six Illinois sites. For 
information about the Piasa Bluffs Writing Project at Southern 
Illinois University–Edwardsville, visit their website at www.
siue.edu/piasabluffswritingproject. For information about the 
Illinois Writing Project at National-Lewis University, visit 
their website at www.illinoiswritingproject.com/.

chicago area writing project (cawp)
The Chicago Area Writing Project based at the Univer-

sity of Illinois–Chicago offers a variety of classes, workshops 
and teacher training opportunities for kindergarten through 
college teachers in the Chicago Area. Two free summer of-
ferings are:

2010 Invitational Summer Institute in Writing
June 28–July 22, 2010
Monday–Thursday, 8:30–3:30 p.m.
For K–13 teachers who want to improve their own writing 
and their writing instruction and want to learn how to design 
workshops for other teachers. Accepted participants receive 
six tuition-free graduate hours and join the CAWP profes-
sional network of teacher leaders.

Application deadline: April 20, 2010

2010 Summer Seminar in Reading
June 28–July 22, 2010
Monday–Thursday, 8:30–2:00 p.m.
For classroom teachers in grades 3–13 who want to teach 
reading more effectively. Content-area teachers welcome. 
Accepted participants will receive one free professional book, 

writing project sites across illinois offer summer pro-
fessional development for teachers

barb kato, janice neuleib,  
gail hawisher, and robin murray

free printed materials, and $500 which can be applied toward 
three hours of graduate credit. The group will meet twice in 
fall 2010 to share how practices have been implemented. 
Applications are available on the CAWP website at www.
cawponline.org.

Application deadline: April 20, 2010

illinois state writing project (iswp)
The Illinois State Writing Project at Illinois State Uni-

versity in Normal will again offer teachers the opportunity 
to participate in the annual Summer Institute. The dates for 
2010 are June 14–July 9, 2010. See the ILSWP website (www.
english.illinoisstate.edu/iswp/) to download and submit an 
application. There will also be a workshop in Peoria in July 
as well as a weeklong workshop in Eureka in late June. Please 
consider any or all of these activities.

university of illinois writing project (uiwp)
Founded in 2007, the University of Illinois Writing 

Project attempts to provide rich resources and support for 
professional development in the teaching of writing. Since 
2008, the project has featured two innovative Summer In-
stitutes with special emphasis on digital media and writing, 
encouraging teachers at all levels and in all disciplines to 
promote excellent writing instruction at every opportunity. 
For more information about UIWP, please visit www.uiwp.
uiuc.edu.

eastern illinois writing project (eiwp)
The Eastern Illinois Writing Project is recruiting for our 

2010 Invitational Summer Institute, which will be held June 
28 and July 5–29. Educators from all disciplines in grades K–16 
are invited to attend the EIWP Summer Institute. If you would 
enjoy participating, complete the application process at www.
eiu.edu/~easternnwp and contact Robin Murray (rlmurray@eiu.
edu). Please provide her with your name, teaching position, and 
email address.

Benefits for teachers include, six hours of graduate 
tuition waived (fees not included), a $500.00 stipend for the 
Summer Institute, continued growth as a teacher leader, and 
becoming part of a professional community of teachers. r
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portant as the words themselves. 
His measured, patient reading 
of the text drew listeners in and 
created an I’m listening tilt to the 
heads of many in the crowd. 

In closing, Lee thanked the 
teachers present, reminding them 
that in the chinese culture, teach-
ers are saints and, thus, it was his 
pleasure to accept the Illinois Author of the Year Award from 
such a group. r

Educator and author Tom Mc-
Cann is the recipient of the IATE 
2009 Lifetime Achievement 
Award. McCann is a long-stand-
ing member of IATE and has 
served as a district leader, district 
leader coordinator, vice-president 
of the organization, and chair of 
the Paul Jacobs Research Award 
Committee. He has been instru-
mental in mentoring many new 
members of our organization, first 

year teachers, student teachers, and teacher candidates.
McCann is the coauthor or editor of a number of books 

published by NCTE. These include Reflective Teaching, 
Reflective Learning: How to Develop Critically Engaged 
Readers, Writers, and Speakers; Talking in Class: Using Dis-
cussion to Enhance Teaching and Learning; and Supporting 
Beginning English Teachers: Research and Implications for 
teacher induction.

He began his career as an English teacher at Home-
wood-Flossmoor High School in 1977 and went on to teach 

tom mccann: iate 2009 lifetime achievement award winner

herb ramlose and genevieve sherman de cabrera

at Evergreen Park High School, St. Xavier University, J. 
sterling morton high school, roosevelt university, and 
Elmhurst College. At Community High School District 94, 
he served as chair of the English department from 1989–2002 
and assistant principal for curriculum and instruction from 
2002–05. He then moved to Elmhurst Community Unit School 
District 205, where he served as assistant superintendent for 
curriculum and instruction from 2005–09. Currently he is 
a visiting associate professor in the English department at 
Northern Illinois University.

McCann earned his bachelor’s degree from Northern 
Illinois University, a master’s degree from Southern Illinois 
University at Carbondale, a second master’s degree from St. 
Xavier University in Chicago, and a PhD from the University 
of Chicago.

In presenting McCann with the Lifetime Achievement 
Award, Herb Ramlose, IATE treasurer, noted that “Tom has 
served IATE members well as a friend, mentor, and leader, 
providing good advice and counsel over the years and serving 
as a calm presence in times of frustration and conflict. It is 
with great respect that we recognized him as the recipient of 
the 2009 IATE Lifetime Achievement Award.” r

Li-Young Lee’s reading of love poems to his wife, 
Donna, who sat next to him while he read, hushed the entire 
room. As Lee began to read at this year’s IATE conference, 
the entrée was still being served to many tables, and the clink 
and clunk of silverware was audible. Still, as Lee’s naturally 
soft voice began to lilt across the space between him and the 
diners, there was a domino effect of silence as people put their 
cutlery aside and raised their heads to listen. 

Lee’s readings came from Behind My Eyes, his newest 
work. The reading of his poems emphasized what he has often 
said, that the spaces between the words are sometimes as im-

li-young lee accepts  
2009 illinois author of the year award

james barnabee

Author of the Year 
 Li-Young Lee.

tom McCann
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CITE (Conference for Illinois Teachers of English) is 
being restructured this year and will have a new name: ITEC 
(Illinois Teachers of English Conference). The event will be 
held at Illinois State University on April 9, 2010. We will 
begin with a keynote address by Tom McCann, coauthor of 
several books published by NCTE, and follow with breakout 
sessions. The major food function will be a breakfast rather 

cite becomes itec: 
the illinois teachers of english conference

janice neuleib

than a luncheon. 
Everyone on the IATE mailing list should have gotten 

a “Save the Date” email as well as a USPS mailing. Online 
registration is available through Illinois State University 
Conference Services at: www.peopleware.net/2390. All 
English/language arts teachers in the state are invited to 
attend. r

Name: ______________________________________________________________

School: _____________________________________________________________  

Level of Instruction:    ELEM__  JRH__   HS__  COL__

School Address: ______________________________________________________

City: __________________ ZIP: ____________    County: _______________ 

IATE District: ____________________________

Home Address: _______________________________________________________

City: ___________________________________  ZIP: _________________

Home Phone Number: _____________________ E-mail: ____________________

Mailing Preference: School ______  Home _____

Membership type: First-Year Teacher / First-Year Member__     Student__    Regular__    Patron __   Retired__

Free: First-Year Teacher / First-Year Member/Student

IATE Yearly Membership Dues (please circle one):

$25 Regular  $30 Patron  $5 Retired

IATE Membership Pin: $5 ___

Check enclosed for amount: $ ________

Mail to: IATE, Martha Frieburg, Membership Secretary, 4240 English, Illinois State University, Normal, IL 61790-
4240; Phone: (309) 438-3957; Web Site: www.iateonline.org; E-mail: mrfrieb@ilstu.edu

IATE Membership



CALL FOR PROPOSALS

Illinois Association of Teachers of English 
Conference 2010

Unfinished Business:
How English Teachers Make the World Better

Or
Process and Products, Moving Ahead in Tandem

October 22 and 23, 2010
Clock Tower Resort and Conference Center, Rockford, Illinois

#

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT ALL INFORMATION

Proposal submitted by: __________________________________________________________________

Home Address: ________________________________________________________________________

City & Zip:  ____________________________  Home Phone: ______________  E-mail: _____________

School Name and Address: ______________________________________________________________

_____________________________________   School Phone: ______________   E-mail: _____________

We have some unfinished business from our 2009 conference, “English in Action.” One message of that conference, 
culminating in Kim Arndt’s closing address, “Helping the Homeless: Using the English Classroom to Inspire Commu-
nity Involvement,” was the hope that an education in English can have a role in making the world better—and not only 
through the humanistic attitudes that the study of literature, language, and communication promote, but also through 
the concrete actions of our students in the world. Soon after the conference, the United States (and world) experienced 
the first ever National Day on Writing, an initiative spearheaded by the NCTE, in a proactive attempt to influence the 
often misguided national discussion on educational issues and agendas. In this and other ways, teachers are taking 
charge of their profession to educate not only students, but also society and its policymakers on the theories, practices, 
efficacies, agendas, and values of their profession. 

Much has been done, much is doing, and much remains to be done. Equipped with our rich traditions and legacies on 
the one hand and motivated by our new hopes for change and action on the other, we face our students, our colleagues, 
and our society—simultaneously, if at times uncertainly, enmeshed in our processes and products of literacy. We are 
standing up, speaking out, moving ahead—toward ever unfinished perfections! But, to co-opt the title of the Todd 
Strasser book featured in Arndt’s address, “can we get there from here?”

The good news is that no other profession is better suited to the prospect of making the most of unfinished business. 
The English classroom is all about the teaching of process: how to write, think, create, read, and appreciate. And it is 
dedicated to the purposeful recognition of products—from a formulaic five-paragraph theme to a free-flowing, Mon-
taignesque essay, to a novel, poem, play, to a podcast or digital story, to whatever else we find ourselves producing and 
studying and appreciating and using.

Help us push on! Tell us, and listen to, the processes and products of our profession. Help us revise our conference 
titles (listed above but in draft form), and this call for proposals itself, written in third, then first—and now second—
person, as we entertain the possible slogan: “Save the English teacher, save the world.” Hmm…a slogan that’s a bit 
dated, and possibly trite, and definitely plagiarized from a TV show. Okay, the work continues. Time for a peer edit. 
On October 22–23, 2010. Help!



Are there others presenting with you?

Name: _________________________________________   School: ______________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________

Name: _________________________________________   School: ______________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________

Can you name a colleague or two who might serve as chair or recorder for your session if accepted?

Name: ________________________________________   School: _______________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________

Name: ________________________________________   School: _______________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________

Are you an IATE member?  ___ Yes  ___ No  (IATE District: _________________________________ )  

Have you presented at an IATE conference before?  ___ Yes  ___No  

Please check the type of equipment you will need:

___ TV/VCR    ___ internet connection 

___ screen    ___ overhead 

___ other (please specify): ______________________________________________________________

Please note: LCD projectors cannot be provided, as laptops and projectors vary. If your presentation requires this 
equipment, please be prepared to bring it to the conference. Thank you for understanding this issue.

This proposal is for a  ____ 50-minute session  _____ 90-minute workshop 

The intended audience is 

____ elementary  ____ middle school ____ high school  ____ general

Presentation title: _____________________________________________________________________

Type or print a 50-word description of your presentation. Your description will be printed in the program booklet.  

       Proposals should be returned by March 26, 2010 to:
Angelo Bonadonna, Program Chair

IATE fall conference 
St. Xavier University
3700 W. 103rd Street

chicago, Il

NOTE: All conference participants, 
including presenters, are required to 
register and pay for their conference 
attendance. As a not-for-profit 
organization, IATE relies on this support 
from its members to be able to host this 
annual event.  

For a Word version of this proposal form, go to www.english.sxu.edu/iate/2010.doc

#
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Calls for Papers

Announcements

publish your work in the 
illinois english bulletin

Illinois English Bulletin is the written forum in which 
Illinois teachers of English share their ideas. Please see any 
recent issue of the Bulletin for a detailed “Call for Submis-
sions.” The deadline to submit materials for possible inclu-
sion in the spring issue is the previous November 1 and the 
deadline for the summer issue is the previous January 15. 
If you need any further information—or encouragement—to 
complete a teacher-research project and submit it for possible 
publication, please contact Bulletin editor Janice Neuleib at 
jneuleib@ilstu.edu.

publish your work in the 
iate newsletter

The IATE Newsletter welcomes articles, reviews, 
reports, announcements, brief teaching narratives, calls for 
papers, and other material important to the professional lives 
of English teachers in the state of Illinois. IATE district leaders 
are especially encouraged to send reports of district events. 
The deadline for submitting material for the fall 2010 Newslet-
ter is May 15, 2010. Please send inquiries or submissions via 
e-mail to Claire Lamonica at cclamon@ilstu.edu.

teacher-researchers: 
apply for an iate paul jacobs 

research award

The IATE Research Committee is currently accepting 
applications for Paul Jacobs Research Awards. Members of 
IATE considering any form of research in English language, 
literature, writing, speaking, or teaching are encouraged to 
apply. The research may be part of a candidate’s work on a 
master’s thesis or doctoral dissertation, or the project may be 
unrelated to any work connected to one’s graduate studies. The 
Research Committee will consider proposals from teachers 
and school administrators, as well as from full-time students 
seeking advanced degrees. Professionals who have thought 
about conducting a research project in the past but who have 
hesitated because of lack of funding may find in the Paul 
Jacobs Award the financial backing necessary to complete 
their work. The Research Committee can grant an award for 
a maximum of $500.

It is surprisingly easy to apply for an award. Here is 
how to do it: 

1. Write a brief proposal that includes the following:
a. A cover letter: Let us know who you are and an-

nounce the fact that you are applying for a Paul 

Jacobs Research Award. Also provide your address 
(U.S. mail and e-mail) and phone number.

b. A brief description of your project: Identify a 
central research question or focus, and describe a 
method for conducting the research. The reviewers 
will need to see at least a distinct and substantive 
research question.

c. A timeline: Project the timeline for completing the 
research, or at least the portion that will be funded 
by the Paul Jacobs Award.

d. A budget: Identify how much money you would 
need and how it would be used. Here are some 
examples of appropriate costs: duplicating instruc-
tional materials, paying raters to score papers, or 
paying fees for data processing. Here are some 
questionable expenses: covering travel costs, 
purchasing instructional materials that a school 
normally funds, or paying incentives to partici-
pants in the study. The research grant is modest 
and should be used to support the essential costs 
of a study.

e. A status report: Let us know what you have done 
so far. Perhaps you have done some initial reading 
and can supply a brief bibliography.

2. Mail the proposal to IATE Research Committee, 
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Campus Box 4240, Department of English, Illinois State 
University, Normal, IL 61790-4240.

Applications for awards to be reviewed at the fall Exec-
utive Committee meeting must arrive at IATE headquarters at 
Illinois State University no later than October 1. The members 
of the IATE Research Committee anticipate that recipients of 
the Paul Jacobs Award will be able to share their completed 
research at an IATE Fall Conference or through publication 
in the Illinois English Bulletin.

iate new teacher/instructor 
program

English education methods course instructors and/or 
directors of English education programs who would like to get 
their students involved in key professional organizations will 
be happy to know that IATE offers a “New Teacher/Instructor 
Program” to encourage preservice teachers to join the Illinois 
Association of Teachers of English. 

All you need to do is send an e-mail to Martha Frie-
burg in the IATE office at mrfrieb@ilstu.edu. Tell Martha 
how many students you have in your methods class(es), and 
she will send you a box of materials for each student. Kits 
include:

• IATE membership forms (preservice and first-year 
teachers may join for free)

• A recent issue of the Illinois English Bulletin
• The IATE Newsletter
• The IATE brochure, “What IATE Can Do for You”
• Information about the organization from the website
• A free IATE tote bag

These materials will introduce students to the many 
benefits of IATE membership, and they will receive something 
they can use right now that shows their pride in being a mem-
ber of the Illinois Association of Teachers of English.

invited to apply for an IATE Scholarship for Minority Teacher 
Education. Applications for the 2009 scholarship should be 
mailed to Janice Neuleib, IATE Executive Secretary, Campus 
Box 4240, Illinois State University, Normal, IL 61790-4240 
before September 15, 2009. The specific goals, procedures, 
and criteria are as follows:

Goals
The Illinois Association of Teachers of English is com-

mitted to recruiting minority* language arts teachers for both 
humanitarian and practical purposes. To meet that commit-
ment, IATE reserves $1,000 each year for one scholarship 
as designated by the Minority Scholarship Committee, a 
subcommittee of the Minority Affairs Committee.

Procedures
The Minority Scholarship Committee will issue a call 

for applications to the chairs of public, recognized language 
arts teacher education programs in Illinois colleges and 
universities in the spring. A follow-up call will be issued in 
August.

After applications are received, they Minority Scholar-
ship Committee will judge the applications, issue an invitation 
to the winner to attend the fall conference (October 2009), at 
which the award will be given, and assist the winner in making 
arrangements to attend the conference. Whenever possible, 
the winner will be escorted by an IATE member.

In addition to the cash award, winners will receive 
a complimentary one-year membership to IATE, free reg-
istration for the 2009 conference, luncheon and banquet 
tickets, and paid lodging and mileage (if an escort cannot 
be secured).

Criteria
1. The candidate must be a member of a minority* 

group.
2. The candidate must be duly enrolled in a four-year or 

upper-division, public, recognized teacher-education 
program in an Illinois college or university.

3. The candidate must have declared a major in English, 
English education, or elementary education with a 
specialty in language arts (junior or senior status), 
and plan to teach in Illinois.

4. The candidate must have demonstrated potential for 
academic success.

5. The candidate cannot be an individual already on full 
scholarship, and some degree of need for the scholar-
ship must exist.

iate offers scholarship for 
minority teacher education

College juniors and seniors of color who are cur-
rently enrolled in teacher education programs and majoring 
in English, English Education, or elementary education with a 
specialty in language arts and who plan to teach in Illinois are 
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6. The faculty member who recommends a student for 
one of the awards must submit these items in one 
envelope:

a. A sample of the candidate’s writing done for a 
class in the past year (instructor comments in-
cluded). 

b. A candidate essay on this topic: “What piece of 
literature by a person of color would you espe-
cially like to teach? Explain why you chose this 

particular piece and how you would go about 
teaching it.”

c. A sealed recommendation that addresses items 
1–5 above in some detail.

d. A cover sheet with the full name, home address, 
and phone number of both the candidate and the 
recommender.

*As in other IATE matters, “minority” here is defined as 
nonwhite minority, a person of color.

First-Year Teacher Free Membership
Attention: First-Year English Teachers

IATE offers a free, one-year membership to all teachers who have not previously been members of IATE. 
IATE membership entitles you to three issues of the Illinois English Bulletin and two issues of the iate 
Newsletter as well as convention information and district news. Stay current with trends in our profession 
and gather tips for surviving and thriving during your first year in the classroom.

Please fill out the information below and return it to: IATE, Department of English, Campus Box 4240, 
Illinois State University, Normal, IL 61790-4240; E-mail: jneuleib@ilstu.edu

Name: _____________________________  Grade levels taught: _____________ 

School: ________________________________________________________________

School street address: _____________________________________________________

City: __________________________  Zip: _________  County: __________

Home street address: _____________________________________________________

City: __________________________  Zip: _________   

Home phone: ___________________  E-mail: ___________________________

Mailing preference (please circle one):  School  Home



IATE homepage: http://www.iateonline.org

iate
Illinois Association of Teachers of English

Illinois state university
Illinois Association of Teachers of English
Campus Box 4240
Normal, IL 61790-4240

presorted standard
u.s. postage 

paid
illinois state

university


