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president’s message
michelle ryan
I love teaching, but I hate
education. I love my classroom
with its four walls lined with
novels from top to bottom, but
I hate that the financially irresponsible Illinois government
has yet to figure out how to
adequately and equitably fund
Illinois schools so all English
teachers can have classroom
libraries and enough novels for
each student to use. I love my students, but I hate the state and
national testing initiatives that attempt to determine through
a three-hour Scantron exam whether my students are good
students and if they are learning effectively.
Twenty years ago, I would have never imagined that
being an English teacher was more about managing the
education initiatives in my classroom than it was about
inspiring the students in my classroom. I would have never
imagined that in order to teach what I find valuable for my
students to be successful in life, I would first have to teach
what is valuable for my students to be successful on the test.
I would have never imagined that to be an English teacher,
I would also have to play a role in an education system that
seems to be failing our students and teachers more than
helping them.
But as I sit to write this message, my disappointment at
the state of education isn’t the point. I didn’t choose “education” as my profession; I chose teaching. Specifically, I chose
teaching English. I chose to encourage. I chose to inspire. I
chose to use teaching as a vehicle to create a generation of

hope who will knock down the walls that education bureaucracy constructs.
Emily Larson-Hayes’s conference theme, “Remembering to Follow Our Bliss and Teaching Our Students to Do
the Same,” reminds me that teaching, not education, is what
brings me back to my classroom day after day and year after
year. Teaching is my bliss. I am so grateful for IATE and the
opportunities it provides for me to connect with other English
teachers who share my passions, but who also may be feeling
as if they are walking into walls instead of through doors. I
am grateful to IATE for providing professional development
and a professional community in an educational environment
where new and veteran teachers alike tend to feel isolated as
they try to manage the demands placed on them every day.
If I could offer one challenge to my IATE colleagues—
as you reflect on your English classroom to prepare your
conference proposals, and as you complete your registration
form for the conference this fall—it would be that you find a
colleague to bring with you. Take two minutes to share with
each other the latest adventures in your classroom. Invite
members of your department to join IATE, so they too can feel
the strength and encouragement of more than 700 members
who chose English education as a profession.
We need each other, and we need to be reminded that we
are more than vehicles for test prep and a standards-aligned
curriculum. We need to remember that we are teachers, and
our mission, our passion, is to open the doors of the universe
for our students. If we stand together, no wall of bureaucracy,
no wall of weariness, no wall of frustration can be constructed
that we cannot climb over or knock down.
Remember your bliss. ?

There’s much more to explore online:
Visit the IATE website today!
www.iateonline.org
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executive secretary’s message
janice neuleib
Let me begin by thanking
Laura Monczunski for all her
work with IATE. She left ISU
on December 31 to pursue more
graduate work, and has been replaced by our new office support
person, Maegan Gaddis. Laura
had a chance to show Maegan the
ropes before leaving and reports
that “Maegan is bright, energetic,
and has some good experience working with budgets and
databases. We all particularly liked her positive attitude and
enthusiasm. I know that she’s going to be a great asset to IATE
and a pleasure for all of you to work with.”
“I want to thank you all for the opportunities, support,
and friendship you’ve given me over the last year,” Laura
added. “I’ve enjoyed being a part of IATE and the wonderful
community it creates. I will miss you all, but I know you’ll
love Maegan!”
The English Department currently has an interim chair,
Dr. Jim Skibo from anthropology, so we are awaiting a transition in that position as well. The dean of the College of Arts
and Sciences has stipulated that the new chair of English will
be from within the department. Thus, there will be some continuity for IATE in the department’s support of the organization.
In November, IATE Newsletter Editor Claire Lamonica
and I enjoyed a trip to the Las Vegas NCTE Annual Convention, where we had a chance to remember with pleasure the
Chicago conference to which so many of you contributed
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and to meet with many of you once again. NCTE moves its
convention to Boston next year, so it will be an opportunity
for anyone who can to visit the conference in this historical
city. My first NCTE convention was in Boston; I was escorted
there and introduced to the conference by John Heissler,
former president of IATE and former professor of rhetoric
at ISU. These professional meetings give us all a chance to
mark the circles of our lives and, more importantly, begin new
professional friendships and working teams.
The spring and summer issues of Illinois English Bulletin will contain several fascinating essays, several of which
have been developed by presenters at our fall IATE conference in Normal. Once again I ask each of you to consider
sending stories to the NCTE-sponsored contest or judging
for the Mailer awards. If you would like to judge, please get
in touch with me at jneuleib@ilstu.edu or at 309–438–7858.
The numbers of submissions continue to grow, and we need
eager judges. The judges read from twenty to thirty stories and
rank them so that a final committee of writers can select the
winner for the year. This year’s winner was Kay McSpadden,
York School District One, York, SC. Our own Mark Maxwell,
from Rolling Meadows High School in Rolling Meadows,
was one of the five finalists; his short story will appear in the
spring issue of the Bulletin.
Please keep in mind the prose and poetry contest for
the fall Illinois English Bulletin. Please keep reminding IATE
members in your school to send in entries and non-IATE
members to send in entries and join IATE! More information
is available on our website at www.iateonline.org. ?
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from the classroom

common core in action: stories from the front lines
andrea cobbett
“The story and study of the past, both recent and distant, will
not reveal the future, but it flashes beacon lights along the
way, and it is a useful nostrum against despair.”
—B. W. Tuchman, Practicing History
Debates over the teaching of English have waged for
over a century in the United States. The current concerns over
the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) are a variation on
a similar theme in light of historical trends in the teaching of
English from 1890 to the present. Historically, English educators were not consulted on initiatives that directly impacted
them, and they were not at the table when the National Governors Association Center for Best Practices (NGA Center) and
the Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO) drafted
the CCSS (Applebee, Langer, and Nachowitz; Sassi). Rather
than view the CCSS as yet another top-down movement to
diminish teacher autonomy, we must take this opportunity to
demonstrate the CCSS in action.
If English teachers were asked to partake in the conversation, both the NGA Center and CCSSO would find that
they shared a common ground with English educators. The
CCSS call attention to the importance of exposing students
to increasingly complex texts (www.corestandards.org). College and career-ready students who meet the CCSS exhibit
a number of “capacities of the literate individual”; these capacities include close-reading, argument, and the capacity “to
understand other perspectives and cultures” through reading
classic and contemporary literature (National Governors 3–4).
The CCSS is a framework of educational values on which
English teachers can construct a curriculum.
In order to make these efforts most effective, English
teachers must take an honest look at their curricula. Though
many schools are spending a copious amount of time and effort
unpacking the standards and undergoing a gap analysis, the
result for many schools are ineffective and superficial revisions. The process of CCSS alignment ends in confirmation
bias or “seeing what we want to see,” and teachers saying,
“We do this already!” Instead of the instructional shifts and
curricula revisions that attend to the rigorous expectations of
the CCSS, the process of CCSS alignment for many schools
only results in changes to terminology like exchanging the
word persuasive for argument, adding claim and evidence to

our classroom lexicon, and/or deleting the College Readiness Standards (CRS) and replacing them with the CCSS on
assignments.
According to the American College Test (ACT) findings, the reading demands in college, work, and life have
remained consistent or increased in the last 50 years, yet the
difficulty of K–12 texts has declined. The gap between text
expectations for 12th graders and those of college students
is increasing. Sandra Stotsky, in her study Principles Undergirding Coherent Literature Sequence, found very few
examples of coherent literature curricula, requiring students
to read texts early in the school year or in earlier grades that
have substantive links to texts read later; these required texts
increase in reading difficulty over the course of a school year
and school career. One of the key requirements of the Common
Core for reading standards is that all students must be able to
comprehend texts of steadily increasing complexity as they
progress through school. By the time they complete the core,
students must be able to read and comprehend independently
and proficiently the kinds of complex texts commonly found
in college and careers.
As our departments redesigned our literature curricula,
we purposefully sequenced texts to prepare students to read
more complex works in the future. First, we assessed the
placement of texts based on the new CCSS Lexile ranges and
moved them to their appropriate levels. For example, our sophomore English classes were reading To Kill a Mockingbird,
yet according to the CCSS, the Lexile level for Mockingbird
(870L) is more appropriate for freshmen.
This process of shifting texts was not easy and is definitely emotionally charged. Admittedly, English teachers have
their favorite texts and we generally select texts based on our
preferences. However, we cannot escape the ACT findings that
students’ ability to read, understand, and respond to complex
texts has been found to be the main differentiator in student
academic success. Our fondness for texts like Night (590L) or
Brave New World (870L) cannot supersede our responsibility
to our students.
As we made these changes, teachers were given time
and support for curriculum revision and an open forum to
Common Core continued on page 8
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fall conference 2012: a look back at celebrating
students and story
cheryl staley
English teachers from across Illinois gathered in Staley, first vice president; Emily Larson-Hayes, second
Normal on October 19th and 20th for the 105th conference vice president; Jennifer Gouin, secretary; and Herb Ramlose,
of IATE. Our conference
treasurer. Following the
theme focused on two of our
meeting, keynote speaker
favorite things, our students
Millie Davis, NCTE Seand the stories we teach. The
nior Program Developer,
sessions variously focused
spoke about censorship
on literature, writing, Comchallenges to the stories
mon Core State Standards,
we love, and how NCTE’s
and 21st-century literacies.
Anti-Censorship Program
Another highlight was a
can help overcome them.
special session about deShe outlined how teachers
veloping student-led writing
can insure their students’
centers, with Dr. Cynthia
right to read and highlightDean of the University of
ed resources available to us
Maine at Augusta, spon- Illinois Author of the Year Chris Ware at the IATE Conference. through her office such as
sored by the Illinois State
rationales for challenged
Writing Project.
books and letters of support.
At our annual business meeting the following slate
Fall Conference continued on page 10
of officers was elected: Michelle Ryan, president; Cheryl

rebecca caudill website is a gold mine of information
and resources
donna blackall
In 1988 IATE was instrumental
in the creation of the Rebecca Caudill
Young Readers’ Book Award. The
award’s namesake, Rebecca Caudill,
wrote numerous books for young
readers and was the 1972 Author of
the Year. Today, together with the
Illinois Reading Council and the
Illinois School Library Media Association, IATE proudly continues
its commitment to promoting quality
literature for children in grades 4–8 by sponsoring the award.
Take a field trip to rcyrba.org and what will you discover?
• A photo of a smiling Matthew Cody, who won the
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25th Anniversary RCYRBA for his novel, Powerless
Details about how your students can participate in
choosing the next winner of this prestigious and
exciting award
• The master list of 20 titles for the 2013 award, with
lots of resource material for each book
• Master lists from 2004 to 2012 and resource material for all those books
• A wonderful video celebrating the 25th anniversary
of the RCYRBA
• A list of fun promotional items for sale
• Links to like-minded national award sites and
organizations
Take a few minutes to visit rcyrba.org. You’ll be glad
you did!
•
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technology in the classroom

using multimodal texts in the writing classroom

ryan l. smith

My interest in multimodal writing instruction came
from a healthy skepticism about the subject. I was introduced
to the idea of multimodal writing by reading Diana George’s
essay, “From Analysis to Design: Visual Communication in
the Teaching of Writing.” In her essay, George advocates
for composition teachers to consider using visual texts as
a pedagogical tool. George provides an in-depth review of
the history of visual texts in the classroom, and describes
how, traditionally, visual texts have been used primarily as
teaching tool to develop analytical reading skills. George,
however, presents a progressive option for visual texts in
the classroom: composition. George describes her use of
“visual arguments” in her composition class and notes that
“not one of [her] students seemed to think that their visual
argument was any less complicated or took less research
or thought than the typical argument essay” (782). In other
words, George suggests the amount of work and thought that
is required in constructing a visual text is tantamount to that
of a traditional written text.
I had my doubts. Could creating “visual arguments,”
such as a five-minute video, really help students develop their
writing ability, as George suggests? Or was the whole idea
of designing “visual arguments” another form of language
arts and crafts? Moreover, despite George’s thoughtful and
detailed argument about her use of visual texts in the composition classroom, she does not describe any correlation between
the students’ ability to read and compose visual texts and
their ability to read and compose written texts. Without any
connection between the two modes of composition, I found
the idea of using multimodal texts in the writing classroom
difficult to fully embrace.
Despite my initial skepticism, I was intrigued by the
idea. Clearly, this generation of student writers has developed
their literacy skills in a multimodal world. With the explosion
of Web 2.0 technologies like blogs, interactive web sites, and
social media networks, these students are exposed to a variety
of communication modes on a consistent basis. Multimodal
communication is their native language.
With the realization that George’s argument was, in
modern technology terms, dated, I wanted to see how other
educators had tried using multimodal writing to work with
digital natives: the multimodal generation. As I conducted my

research, I continually came across articles that described the
connection between multimodal writing instruction and critical inquiry curriculum. According to educator Peggy Albers,
the value of an “inquiry-based curriculum” is that it builds
upon a “learner’s interests and experiences” (79). The value
of students guiding and controlling the curriculum is obvious, but the research only presented multimodal writing as a
method to demonstrate their understanding, not enhance the
students’ ability to write. So, despite the research, I was still
left with one big question: did multimodal writing instruction
help students become better writers?
I was determined to find out with my own students. I
wanted to offer an experience that included both multimodal
writing with a critical inquiry project. The best option for my
experiment was the senior essay writing course. The primary
reason students enroll in the course is to receive help with
their college application essays. Typically, the application
essays are uninspiring; however, the writing process for those
essays requires students to consider audience and purpose in
a practical sense, so I wanted to build on that investment. I
developed an assignment called “The College Application
Vodcast.” The assignment asked students to research one specific aspect of the college application process that they would
soon be engaged with in their own lives. In order to build on
the students’ personal interests, they took surveys on a variety
of application topics. Students were then grouped together
based on the survey results and were asked to research and
develop 3–5 minute vodcasts (video podcasts) mixing visual,
audio, and written modes of communication.
I knew that the planning and process would be the key
components for students to work through with this project.
I wanted to have students keep track of their process and be
able to share and workshop their ideas with the rest of the
class. Before students shot and edited their vodcasts, they
had to record a “development podcast” for the class to listen
to and provide feedback. The idea to use podcasting as an
invention technique was inspired by educators like Jeffery
Schwartz and Leigh A. Jones. In his classroom, Schwartz had
students record themselves reading poetry, and the recordings
were stored for other students to access and review as the unit
Multimodal continued on page 10
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voice their concerns. John Ewing in Education Week explains,
“Unless teachers are the owners, these new standards will
fail like all those before.” It is critical that the people who
actually have to implement the CCSS, teachers, are making
these decisions.
The CCSS expect that educators will employ professional judgment to match texts to particular tasks or classes of
students. Quantitative measures such as lexile levels should
complement qualitative measures such as knowledge demand
levels. In some cases, we decided to keep a text at its current level despite its Lexile. These decisions were based on
whether or not students’ full understanding of the text was
predicated on the extent of their life experiences and the depth
of their cultural/literary and content/discipline knowledge. We
were reminded of Carol Jago’s comments during her session
at the 2012 English Leadership convention in Chicago that
The Old Man and the Sea (940L) given to a fifth grader as a
“stretch” book ends up being about a guy and his boat, rather
than Hemingway’s original intention. In these cases, we balanced the literary text with complex informational texts with
implicit, hidden, or obscure purposes.
Along the same lines, our literature sequence was
organized to support students’ content/discipline knowledge
and prepare them to read texts of increasing complexity. For
example, our freshman English curriculum sets the foundation for works students will study in the subsequent grade
levels. Before students read a work with allusions such as A
Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man (1140L), they will have
already studied significant myths and mythological figures
like Daedalus in their freshman year.
Our process of CCSS unit design was modeled after the
Common Core Curriculum Maps previously available online
but are now published in book form. The standards, objectives,
and terminology for our first unit for freshman year are the
same as the site’s grade 9 unit 1 map; however, our essential
question (“What is our story?”) and the major text students
study during this unit (The Other Wes Moore (990L), a story
about two men with the same name who grew up in the same
city but lead two very different lives) were selected based on
their relevance to our students. As we designed our CCSS
units during the first semester, we piloted each unit during
the second semester and refined them within professional
learning communities (PLCs).
Our choice of a narrative nonfiction work as the
anchor-text for the unit is also in keeping with CCSS
8

recommendations. Though the CCSS 30:70 ratio of literary
versus informational texts is a number calculated across disciplines and not specifically the recommendation for English
classrooms, where literary texts still hold primacy, there
should be an increase of narrative nonfiction and informational
texts in English classes.
Informational texts can be incorporated into English
curricula as assessments of learning and to prepare students
for learning. For example, after finishing The Hunger Games
(810L), students read articles from newspapers and databases
related to hunger and poverty and write annotated bibliographic blog posts about their research and the connections
to the novel. My colleagues at West Chicago Community
High School have also designed inquiry-based gateway lessons using informational texts to introduce complex works
like A Modest Proposal (1440L). Students read about TLC’s
controversial hit, Here Comes Honey Boo Boo. The gateway
lesson asks students to look at a satirical situation based on
an article from The Onion, “You Do, Of Course, Realize That
This Is Going To End Very, Very Badly.” In the scenario, states
attorneys are suing the audience claiming that viewing the
show constitutes child abuse. Students argue the merits of the
case through class discussion and in writing. Though the situation is within students’ zone of proximal development, they
are preparing for their reading of the satirical “stretch” text.
The CCSS have the potential to drastically improve
teaching and learning. IATE is a partner in these reform
efforts. Through its publications, conferences, and web resources, IATE can support teachers demonstrating the CCSS
in action-teaching at its best.
Works Cited
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Lindemann Urbana: NCTE, 2010. 173–216. Print.
Common Core State Standards Initiative. Common Core State
Standards for English Language Arts, 2010. Web.
Ewing, J. “Give the Standards Back to Teachers.” Education
Week, 31.37 (2012): n. pag. Print.
National Governors Association Center for Best Practices,
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eastern illinois university receives $40,000 in grants
from the national writing project
robin murray
The Eastern Illinois Writing Project, housed in the English Department at Eastern Illinois University, has received
$40,000 in grants from the National Writing Project to enhance
its teacher leadership programs and provide professional development in a high-need school. The first $20,000 grant, a
Supporting Effective Educator Development (SEED) Teacher
Leadership Development Grant, will allow EIWP Director and
English Professor Robin L. Murray and co-directors, middle
school special education teacher Amber Laquet and high
school business teacher Suzanne Fuller, to enhance a yearly
invitational summer institute and implement an institute day
and speaker’s bureau to help teachers more effectively integrate the language arts Common Core Standards.
To help teachers better integrate the Common Core
Standards, this grant will allow us to continue hosting an
invitational summer institute planned by our growing EIWP
Teacher Leadership Team of teachers across the curriculum
and grade levels.
The National Writing Project principle—the best teachers of writing are writers themselves—is integrated into the
variety of writing activities during the summer institute.
Additionally, the demonstrations and group presentations,
especially, evolve into professional development at the school,
district, and conference level.
This grant also allows us to provide additional professional development opportunities related to the needs of
area teachers and administrators as the Common Core State
Standards are implemented: a speakers’ center and an annual
institute day during Eastern Illinois University’s fall break.
This year’s institute day was a big success, with more
than 140 teachers from area schools, students, and faculty
gathering for the fourth annual event on October 5, 2012. This
year’s institute day highlighted creative teaching techniques to
meet the reading and writing Common Core State Standards
across the curriculum. Co-sponsored by the Teaching with
Primary Sources Program, this institute day began with a
keynote address by Dr. Timothy Shanahan, Professor of Urban
Education at the University of Illinois at Chicago, where he is
Director of the UIC Center for Literacy. Professor Shanahan
was director of reading for the Chicago Public Schools. His
research emphasizes reading-writing relationships, reading

assessment, and improving reading achievement. His talk
offered innovative ways to integrate critical reading and writing in multiple disciplines and across various grade levels.
Teachers who attended the institute day also had a
choice of breakout sessions led by EIWP teacher consultants,
including writing to learn, “Common Core ELA Unit of Study
with Primary Sources,” “Teaching Journalism Writing Skills
in the Classroom,” and “Games and Literacy Across the Curriculum.” The day ended with a catered luncheon and conversation with Professor Shanahan. Teachers left with multiple
resources to integrate into their own teaching.
The second $20,000 grant, a Supporting Effective
Educator Development (SEED) Professional Development
in a High-Need School grant, will help Sullivan High School
teachers in various disciplines integrate writing, reading, and
digital writing in classes across the curriculum. The program
will include monthly in-service half day or after school writing to learn, writing and reading across the curriculum, and
digital writing workshops facilitated by teaching consultants,
as well as professional development reading groups.
These grant-funded programs highlight our belief that
teachers at every level—from kindergarten through college—are the agents of reform, and universities and schools
are ideal partners for investing in that reform through professional development. We also believe teachers who are well
informed and effective in their practice can be successful
teachers of other teachers as well as partners in educational
research, development, and implementation. These SEED
grants from the National Writing Project will allow teachers
to better meet these aims.
The EIWP is a local site of the National Writing Project
housed in the English department at EIU. Our site seeks to
provide K–16 teachers across the curriculum with opportunities to improve student reading and writing in all disciplines
through a teacher-centered model. This institute day reflected
this model, demonstrating that the best teachers of writing
are writers themselves, and the best teachers of teachers are
other teachers. For further information about our Eastern
Illinois Writing Project, please check our website at www.
eiu.edu/~easternnwp or e-mail Robin Murray at rlmurray@
eiu.edu. ?
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Andrea Cobbett was an English teacher for fifteen years
at West Chicago Community High School before becoming the
English Division Chair at East Aurora High School in 2012.
Currently, she is the West Suburban IATE district leader, and
she is pursuing a doctorate in curriculum and instruction
at Loyola University–Chicago, researching the CCSS and
inquiry-based English education. ?

Fall Confernece continued from page 6
At the Friday luncheon, Genevieve Sherman de Cabrera
introduced the Illinois Author of the Year, Chris Ware. Ware,
who resides in Chicago, has won multiple awards as a graphic
novelist. In an interesting departure from the usual author
speech, de Cabrera interviewed Ware on a wide range of topics, which included not only his work, but also the influence
that teachers have had on his life and career.
The evening banquet featured a murder mystery written
and led by retired IATE member Sandy Flannigan. Another
highlight of the banquet occurred when Angelo Bonadonna

introduced Norman Boyer as the winner of the Lifetime
Achievement Award. Dr. Boyer is a longtime member and
district leader.
Following the Saturday morning sessions, the conference concluded with a luncheon which honored our past
IATE presidents. Susan Van Kirk, a veteran Illinois educator
and author of The Education of a Teacher: Including Dirty
Books and Pointed Looks, concluded the conference with
humorous and poignant stories from her career as an English
educator. ?

Multimodal continued from page 7
progressed. Jones employed podcasting as an invention technique for her students. The students would record themselves
discussing the early stages of their research project and share
the recordings with the class. As the class listened to these
podcasts, they would offer feedback and ask questions about
the topic, which would allow the writer to consider new ways
to develop their essay.
Like Jones, I wanted to use podcasting as an invention
or development technique for students to narrow their broad
topics into something more manageable. After students had
done their initial research and planning, they recorded a five
minute “development podcast.” The podcasts took the form of
informal conversations during which the groups were able to
get their ideas “on paper,” so to speak. Students would cover
rhetorical ideas such as purpose, audience, and appeals, as
well as discuss what modes of communication they wanted
to use. As a class, we would listen to the podcasts, offer
suggestions, and ask questions. In other words, we would
workshop their ideas.
Students were engaged in a collaborative dialogue. The
commentary allowed all of the writers in the classroom to
consider different perspectives and develop their topics. One
10

example came from a group developing a topic on application
options. After listening to their podcast, members of the class
asked a number of questions about the term “wait listing.”
While the group that recorded the podcast did not have specific
answers at that point, they realized that there were audience
members that wanted to know more information about that
topic. The group then focused more of their planning and
development on specifics about the “wait listing” application
option based on feedback from the audience.
A logistical concern with the project centered on technology. While the technology had worked flawlessly with
the podcast work, the groups still had to shoot and edit their
final vodcast. As is often the case with technology, I expected
the students to encounter a number of challenges and questions that I wouldn’t be able to answer. Sure enough, as the
class moved into the shooting and editing process, video
files were lost, editing software was finicky, computer hard
drives crashed. Yet, the technologies’ worst failures became
the students’ greatest successes.
The time the class spent in the lab revealed the most
profound benefits of multimodal writing. Over the course of
Multimodal continued on page 11
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iate honors 2012 lifetime achievement award:
norman boyer
angelo bonadonna
At the annual Fall Conference,
IATE honored Norman Boyer with the
organization’s 2012 Lifetime Achievement Award. The award ceremony
was a special moment—for Norm,
of course—but also for many others,
especially for me in my role as outgoing president of IATE and longtime
friend of Norm. It was an incredible
Norman Boyer
honor to introduce Norm and attempt
to convey the accomplishments of a
special scholar and teacher—and more, to convey just how
much respect, admiration, gratitude, and, yes, love I feel for
a person so worthy of those feelings.
I have had the opportunity to work alongside Norm
for the past sixteen years in an office next door to his office,
one he has occupied for nearly four decades. Norm is a slow
and steady force in the world. His work accumulates and
pervades—and so this Lifetime Achievement Award encompasses a lot of teaching and learning and living. I’d say that
this award—with the possible exception of the Outstanding
Teacher Award he received from Saint Xavier University a few
years back—best names him and best shows him to the world.
When I think of total, full-on dedication to students, I
think of Norman Boyer. He not only epitomizes the will to
be of service to students, to motivate, to educate them, but he
demonstrates great talent and tirelessness in doing so.
When I think of the life of the scholar, I see Norm
endlessly expanding his range—developing world literature
courses, taking classes in philosophy, Asian literature, George
Eliot—digesting it all and engaging everyone down the hall

in conversations that breathlessly present and connect up
the whole context. He has the childlike enthusiasm of that
light bulb of a good idea illuminating someone’s mind for
the first time.
When I think of the subversiveness of an education—in
the best sense of that word—I think of Norm, and his moral
drive to empower students with the promise of a better life
through literacy, culture, economic opportunity—everything
that learning, good ideas, and intelligent discussion can support and advance.
I could go on at length about other things—about his
superhuman generosity to colleagues, about his knee-jerk will
to service—but the one idea that demands mention here is the
connections Norm makes happen, effortlessly and continuously throughout the day. Two connections he has brought
about for IATE come to mind. The second one concerns me,
and his sly mention some years ago that “Sandra Cisneros is
being honored at IATE this year—wanna go?” Thus started
my involvement at IATE. But much earlier than that, Norm
had acted to connect another person, though indirectly, to
IATE. He is not shy to tell you, with a gleam in his eye (that
subversiveness) how he worked behind the scenes in helping
Saint Xavier University snatch away Larry Johannessen from
Lyons Township High School—thus helping Larry, destined
to become an IATE icon, begin his career in higher education.
As we honored Norm that night, I felt Larry’s presence. And now, some time after that night, I believe that in
recognizing Norm, we were remembering and honoring Larry
as well—and me, along with all the students and colleagues
Norm has touched to date in his incredible and ongoing lifetime achievement. ?

Multimodal continued from page 10
the week, I saw the writing process in action. As students put
together their vodcasts, they would often identify something
that was not to their liking and ask if they could reshoot parts
of their project. These student writers were revising independently. It was difficult to contain my excitement as group after
group requested a camera to rewrite a part of their project
that wasn’t suitable to their standards. None of the comments

about revision came from me, the teacher. Their choices for
revision were determined by the students’ understanding of
purpose, audience, and quality.
After the vodcasts were finished, I asked my students
to reflect on the process. After all, we had spent almost
Multimodal continued on page 12
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want to become a better writer? a better teacher
of writing?
Spend part of your summer at a writing project site in Illinois;
there’s one near you!

Illinois State Writing Project
Illinois State University
Julie Cheville, Director
julie.cheville@ilstu.edu
The Illinois State Writing Project will offer its 2013
Summer Institute from June 17–July 11. The Institute will
meet Monday through Thursday (1–3:50 p.m.) on the ISU
campus. English 409.06, The Writing Project, is a three-credit
graduate course and will focus this year on the design and
implementation of student-staff secondary writing centers.
Credits earned in the course may be directed toward the postbaccalaureate certificate in the teaching of writing, master’s
degrees in reading or English, and the PhD in English. For
more information, contact Dr. Julie Cheville, director of the
ISWP and course instructor (julie.cheville@ilstu.edu).

Eastern Illinois Writing Project
Eastern Illinois University
Robin Murray, Director
rlmurray@eiu.edu
The Eastern Illinois Writing Project Summer Institute,
which will be held June 10 and June 17–July 11, provides
K–16 teachers across the curriculum with opportunities to
improve student writing and learning; extend uses of writing
in all disciplines; provide schools with an effective in-service
model; identify, celebrate, and enhance the professional role
of successful classroom teachers; and apply a teacher-centered

model to implement these goals. To learn more or apply for
the institute, visit the Writing Project website at castle.eiu.
edu/~easternnwp. See page nine of this newsletter for more
news from the EIWP.
University of Illinois Writing Project
University of Illinois
Libbie Morley, Director
elmorley@illinois.edu
For more information about the University of Illinois
Writing Project, visit the website at www.uiwp.illinois.edu.
Piasa Bluffs Writing Project
Southern Illinois University–Edwardsville
The Piasa Bluffs Writing Project will offer its Summer
Institute from June 10–26. For more information, visit the
website at piasabluffswp.org.
Illinois Writing Project
National Lewis University
Steve Zemelman, Director
stv.zemelman@comcast.net
For more information about the Illinois Writing Project,
visit the website at illinoiswritingproject.com.
Chicago Area Writing Project
University of Illinois–Chicago
Barbara J. Kato, Director
bkato@uic.edu
For more information about the Chicago Area Writing
Project, visit the website at cawpchicago.org. ?

Multimodal continued from page 11
seven weeks planning, recording, developing, and editing the
projects, and I wanted to see what they took away from the
experience. The feedback I received was eye-opening. I’ve
included only a few statements from my students, but these
statements are reflective of the ideas that were repeated in
their reflections:
I will take away that audience is key, which I never
seemed to understand before.

This project gave me a different view on the writing process. I usually never plan out my essays,
but this project showed me that if I do so, things
seem to turn out better than if I don’t.
I will definitely take away the revising aspect of
this project. This project showed me the importance of revision and showed me that I can really
Multimodal continued on page 14
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determined district leaders making a difference
carol medrano
“We must remember that one determined person can make a
significant difference, and that a small group of determined
people can change the course of history.”
—Sonia Johnson
To me, the most exciting and extrordinary thing about
IATE is its members, and our most important connection to
our members is through our district leaders. So I want to start
by introducing you to our two newest District Leaders, Mark
Sujak and Jordan Catapano. Sujak is Co-District Leader for
the Cook County West Suburban/DuPage County District,
serving along with Andrea Cobbett, and Catapano is representing the Northwest Suburban District. IATE is lucky to have
the new energies and determination of both of our newest
board members.

Jordan P. Catapano

Mark Sujak

District News
Read on to learn about some of the exiting events taking
place in districts across our state. If you are not sure which
district you are in, or who your district leader is, or if you
are interested in becoming a district leader yourself, please
contact Carol Medrano, IATE District Leader Coordinator,
at medrano@sxu.edu.
Northeast District Leader Heloise Pechan planned
three events for her district this winter and spring:
On Saturday, March 9, at 7 p.m., English teachers from
this district will have an opportunity to socialize and to share
their favorite authors, poets, and films with each other while
recreating Bloomsbury or the San Francisco of the 1950s

City Lights Bookstore in Barrington. Pechan invites all district members and their colleagues to her home for literary
camaraderie and witty repartee. Please bring a dish to share
and any books or films that have changed your life. One book
needs to be from your own high school days! Join Pechan and
other IATE members and their colleagues at 121 Kings Row
in Barrington to share your own literary taste and explore
why these authors move you. For more information, contact
Pehan at (708) 215-1024 or heloisep@att.net.
Pechan also secured 30 tickets for the Wednesday,
February 6 dress rehearsal of Julius Caesar at Navy Pier and
invited teachers from her district to join her in viewing “a
chestnut we have all taught in our careers” before adjourning for coffee, dessert, and conversation with a Shakespeare
scholar about how viewing this version of the play changed
(or did not change) their thinking about teaching play.
And on Friday, January 18, Pechan offered a “Grammarpalooza” featuring grammar experts who offered some
fresh and effective approaches to teaching grammar before
opening the floor to a round table discussion about how we
incorporate/teach grammar to various student populations in
the district. The event was held at Huntington Learning Center,
The Foundry, 722 W. Northwest Highway, Barrington, 60010.
Central District Leaders Michelle Ryan and Jennifer
Gouin will be offering the district’s annual Day of Renewal
on February 23, 9 a.m.–1 p.m. on the campus of Illinois State
University in Normal. All IATE members from the Central
District and their colleagues are invited to join Ryan and Gouin
in the Instructional Technology and Development Center at
301 S. Main, Normal, for this interactive workshop. For more
details or to register for this free event (which includes lunch),
e-mail Ryan at mryan@lchs.k12.il.us.
Immediately following the Day of Renewal workshop,
the Central District will host IATE’s Spring Executive Board
Meeting. All District Leaders are expected to attend the
Board Meeting, so they’re welcome to register for the Day of
Renewal as well. Ryan and Gouin look forward to meeting,
learning, and “renewing” with fellow IATE members!
Metro-South District Leaders Norm Boyer and
Angelo Bonadonna along with District Leader Coordinator
Determined District Leaders continued on page 14
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make a difference in how the end product turns
out. It’s important to be able to separate yourself
from your work in order to revise it as well.
When I saw my students’ work on this project and read
their reflections, the benefit of multimodal writing instruction
became clear. My initial questions about whether or not the
skills will transfer to their written work remain unanswered,
yet I am encouraged by how these writers reflected on their
own process. The use of multimodal writing instruction in
conjunction with an inquiry-based project forced students to
consider rhetorical concepts like audience and purpose in a
practical application. Moreover, students had to consistently
shift between all stages of the writing process. The use of
multimodal writing allowed these students to see writing as
recursive process. The use of multimodal writing allowed
these students to understand rhetorical concepts like audience
and purpose. The use of multimodal writing allowed these
students to become writers.
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George, Diana. “From Analysis to Design: Visual Communication in the Teaching of Writing.” Cross-Talk in Comp
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Ryan L. Smith teaches at Naperville North High School.
He is currently teaching AP Language and Composition, Essay Writing, and World Literature. ?
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Carol Medrano will be hosting a Professional Development
Collaboration party for District Leaders in March. This party
will happen after most of the District Leaders have gone through
the IATE Leadership Academy in February. If you are a District

Leader interested in attending this informal event to collaborate on workshops and events for IATE members, if you’re an
IATE member interested in joining us, or if you just want more
information, please contact Norm Boyer at boyer@sxu.edu. ?

Calls for Papers
publish your work in the
illinois english bulletin

publish your work in the
iate newsletter

Illinois English Bulletin is the written forum in which
Illinois teachers of English share their ideas. Please see any
recent issue of the Bulletin for a detailed “Call for Submissions.” The deadline to submit materials for possible inclusion in the spring issue is the previous November 1 and the
deadline for the summer issue is the previous January 15.
If you need any further information—or encouragement—to
complete a teacher-research project and submit it for possible
publication, please contact Bulletin editor Janice Neuleib at
jneuleib@ilstu.edu.

The IATE Newsletter welcomes articles, reviews,
reports, announcements, brief teaching narratives, calls for
papers, and other material important to the professional lives
of English teachers in the state of Illinois. IATE district leaders
are especially encouraged to send reports of district events.
The deadline for submitting material for the fall 2013 Newsletter is May 15, 2013. Please send inquiries or submissions via
e-mail to Claire Lamonica at cclamon@ilstu.edu.
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#
CALL FOR PROPOSALS

Illinois Association of Teachers of English
Conference 2013

Remembering to Follow Our Bliss and Teaching
Our Students to Do the Same
October 18 and 19, 2013
Bloomington-Normal Marriott Hotel and Conference Center, Normal
For more information, contact ehayes@morthland.org

In an era when English teachers feel the weight of standardized tests perhaps more than
ever before, as we watch departments move towards a common reading and writing curriculum, when most of us have spent the past few years realigning lesson plans to the
Common Core Standards, it seems fitting that in the fall of 2013, we take a few days to
remember what brought us to teaching and what keeps us coming back to our profession.
In Joseph Campbell’s The Power of Myth, we are admonished to “follow [our] bliss and the
universe will open doors where there were only walls.” While we recognize the importance
of these tests and the necessity for standards like the Common Core, we also believe that
sometimes the English classroom becomes a forum that launches our students into blissfollowing adventures, that the universe sometimes creaks open doors from our classrooms,
and that sometimes we are allowed the privilege of nudging our students through them.
Take a moment to remember why you decided to major in English education. Recall the
path that led you to your first teaching job. Think about a time in the early days of your
classroom (or maybe even a recent one) where you were sure Campbell’s words were
alive in the minds of your students. Now, craft a proposal for the IATE 2013 conference
and come share with us. Tell us about the bliss you’ve been inspiring and the doors that
you’ve been watching the universe open.

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT ALL INFORMATION
Proposal submitted by: ________________________________________________________________
Home Address: _______________________________________________________________________
City & Zip: ____________________________ Home Phone: ______________ E-mail: ____________
School Name and Address: _____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________ School Phone: ______________ E-mail: ___________

#

Are there others presenting with you?
Name: _________________________________________ School: ______________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________________________
Name: _________________________________________ School: ______________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________________________
Can you name a colleague or two who might serve as chair or recorder for your session if accepted?
Name: ________________________________________ School: _______________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________________________
Name: ________________________________________ School: _______________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________________________
Are you an IATE member? ___ Yes ___ No (IATE District: _________________________________ )
Have you presented at an IATE conference before?

___ Yes		

___No

Please check the type of equipment you will need:
___ TV/VCR				

___ Internet connection

___ screen				___ overhead
___ other (please specify): ______________________________________________________________
Please note: LCD projectors cannot be provided, as laptops and projectors vary. If your presentation requires this
equipment, please be prepared to bring it to the conference. Thank you for understanding this issue.
This proposal is for a ____ 50-minute session

_____ 90-minute workshop

The intended audience is
____ elementary		
____ middle school

____ high school		

____ general

Presentation title: _____________________________________________________________________
Type or print a 50-word description of your presentation. Your description will be printed in the program booklet.

NOTE: All conference participants, including
presenters, are required to register and pay for
their conference attendance. As a not-for-profit
organization, IATE relies on this support from
its members to be able to host this annual event.

Proposals should be returned by March 15, 2013 to:
Emily Larson-Hayes, Program Chair
ehayes@morthland.org

An electronic version of this form can be found at http://english.sxu.edu/sites/wordpress/iate/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/
Call-for-Proposals-for-Newsletter-form.pdf.
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Announcements
teacher-researchers:
apply for an iate paul jacobs
research award
The IATE Research Committee is currently accepting
applications for Paul Jacobs Research Awards. Members of
IATE considering any form of research in English language,
literature, writing, speaking, or teaching are encouraged to
apply. The research may be part of a candidate’s work on a
master’s thesis or doctoral dissertation, or the project may be
unrelated to any work connected to one’s graduate studies. The
Research Committee will consider proposals from teachers
and school administrators, as well as from full-time students
seeking advanced degrees. Professionals who have thought
about conducting a research project in the past but who have
hesitated because of lack of funding may find in the Paul
Jacobs Award the financial backing necessary to complete
their work. The Research Committee can grant an award for
a maximum of $500.
It is surprisingly easy to apply for an award. Here is
how to do it:
1. Write a brief proposal that includes the following:
a. A cover letter: Let us know who you are and
announce the fact that you are applying for a
Paul Jacobs Research Award. Also provide
your address (U.S. mail and e-mail) and
phone number.
b. A brief description of your project: Identify
a central research question or focus, and describe a method for conducting the research.
The reviewers will need to see at least a
distinct and substantive research question.
c. A timeline: Project the timeline for completing the research, or at least the portion that
will be funded by the Paul Jacobs Award.
d. A budget: Identify how much money you
would need and how it would be used. Here
are some examples of appropriate costs:
duplicating instructional materials, paying
raters to score papers, or paying fees for
data processing. Here are some questionable
expenses: covering travel costs, purchasing

instructional materials that a school normally funds, or paying incentives to participants
in the study. The research grant is modest
and should be used to support the essential
costs of a study.
e. A status report: Let us know what you
have done so far. Perhaps you have done
some initial reading and can supply a brief
bibliography.
2. Mail the proposal to IATE Research Committee, Campus Box 4240, Department of
English, Illinois State University, Normal, IL
61790-4240.
Applications for awards to be reviewed at the fall Executive Committee meeting must arrive at IATE headquarters at
Illinois State University no later than October 1. The members
of the IATE Research Committee anticipate that recipients of
the Paul Jacobs Award will be able to share their completed
research at an IATE Fall Conference or through publication
in the Illinois English Bulletin.

iate new teacher/instructor
program
English education methods course instructors and/or
directors of English education programs who would like to get
their students involved in key professional organizations will
be happy to know that IATE offers a “New Teacher/Instructor
Program” to encourage preservice teachers to join the Illinois
Association of Teachers of English.
All you need to do is send an e-mail to Maegan Gaddis
in the IATE office at mdgaddi@ilstu.edu. Tell Maegan how
many students you have in your methods class(es), and she
will send you a box of materials for each student. Kits include:
• IATE membership forms (preservice and firstyear teachers may join for free)
• A recent issue of the Illinois English Bulletin
• The IATE Newsletter
• The IATE brochure, “What IATE Can Do for
You”
• Information about the organization from the
website
• A free IATE tote bag
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These materials will introduce students to the many
benefits of IATE membership, and they will receive something they can use right now that shows their pride in being
a member of the Illinois Association of Teachers of English.

iate offers scholarship for
minority teacher education
College juniors and seniors of color who are currently enrolled in teacher education programs and majoring
in English, English education, or elementary education with a
specialty in language arts and who plan to teach in Illinois are
invited to apply for an IATE Scholarship for Minority Teacher
Education. Applications for the 2013 scholarship should be
mailed to Janice Neuleib, IATE Executive Secretary, Campus
Box 4240, Illinois State University, Normal, IL 61790-4240
before September 15. The specific goals, procedures, and
criteria are as follows:
Goals
The Illinois Association of Teachers of English is committed to recruiting minority* language arts teachers for both
humanitarian and practical purposes. To meet that commitment, IATE reserves $1,000 each year for one scholarship
as designated by the Minority Scholarship Committee, a
subcommittee of the Minority Affairs Committee.
Procedures
The Minority Scholarship Committee will issue a call
for applications to the chairs of public, recognized language
arts teacher education programs in Illinois colleges and universities in the spring. A follow-up call will be issued in August.
After applications are received, the Minority Scholarship Committee will judge the applications, issue an invitation
to the winner to attend the fall conference (October 2013), at
which the award will be given, and assist the winner in making
arrangements to attend the conference. Whenever possible,
the winner will be escorted by an IATE member.

In addition to the cash award, winners will receive a
complimentary one-year membership to IATE, free registration for the conference, luncheon and banquet tickets, and
paid lodging and mileage (if an escort cannot be secured).
Criteria
1. The candidate must be a member of a minority* group.
2. The candidate must be duly enrolled in a
four-year or upper-division, public, recognized
teacher-education program in an Illinois college
or university.
3. The candidate must have declared a major in
English, English education, or elementary education with a specialty in language arts (junior
or senior status), and plan to teach in Illinois.
4. The candidate must have demonstrated potential for academic success.
5. The candidate cannot be an individual already
on full scholarship, and some degree of need
for the scholarship must exist.
6. The faculty member who recommends a student for one of the awards must submit these
items in one envelope:
a. A sample of the candidate’s writing done
for a class in the past year (instructor comments included).
b. A candidate essay on this topic: “What piece
of literature by a person of color would you
especially like to teach? Explain why you
chose this particular piece and how you
would go about teaching it.”
c. A sealed recommendation that addresses
items 1–5 above in some detail.
d. A cover sheet with the full name, home
address, and phone number of both the
candidate and the recommender.
*As in other IATE matters, “minority” here is defined as
nonwhite minority, a person of color.

More Ways to Connect with IATE
Follow us on			
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@IATENow, or Like us on

IATE Membership Renewal Form

Name: ______________________________________________________________
School: _____________________________________________________________
Level of Instruction:

ELEM__ JRH__ HS__ COL__

School Address: ______________________________________________________
City: __________________ ZIP: ____________ County: ___________________
IATE District: ____________________________
Home Address: _______________________________________________________
City: ___________________________________

ZIP: ______________________

Home Phone Number: _____________________

E-mail: ____________________

Mailing Preference: School ______		

Home _____

Membership type: First-Year Teacher / First-Year Member__

Student__

Regular__ Patron __ Retired__

Free: First-Year Teacher / First-Year Member/Student
IATE Yearly Membership Dues (please circle one):
$25 Regular		

$30 Patron		

$5 Retired

IATE Membership Pin: $5 ___
Check enclosed for amount: $ ________
Mail to: IATE, Maegan Gaddis, Office Manager, 4240 English, Illinois State University, Normal, IL 61790-4240;
Phone: (309) 438-3957; Web Site: www.iateonline.org; E-mail: mdgaddi@ilstu.edu

Your First Year of Membership is FREE!
Attention: All Illinois English/Language Arts Teachers
IATE offers a free, one-year membership to any teachers who have not previously been members of
the organization. IATE membership entitles you to three issues of the Illinois English Bulletin and
two issues of the IATE Newsletter as well as membership in your local district and access to the latest
IATE and district information via e-mail. IATE members are also eligible to submit student writing
to the Best Illinois Student Poetry and Prose contest each year. Stay current with trends in our profession and gather tips for surviving and thriving during your first year in the classroom. Join today!
Please fill out the information below and return it to Maegan Gaddis, listed above in IATE Membership Renewal Form
Name: _____________________________		

Grade levels taught: _____________

School: ________________________________________________________________
School street address: _____________________________________________________
City: __________________________		

Zip: _________		

County: __________

Home street address: _____________________________________________________
City: __________________________		

Zip: _________			

Home phone: ___________________		

E-mail: ________________________________

Mailing preference (please circle one):

School		

Home
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